
Rapid Health Impact Assessment 
Teignbridge Core Strategy 

 
Health Determinants: Age, sex and hereditary factors (people), individual lifestyle factors, social and community influences, 
economy, activities, the built and natural environment and wider global ecosystem.  
Examples of population groups: Children 0-15, 16-24, older people, vulnerable older people, BME, homeless, low income 
households, carers, learning disability, physical disability, unemployed, log-term conditions, sexual orientation, people involved in 
criminal justice system, faith groups. 
 

Potential positive 
health outcomes 

Potential negative 
health outcomes 

Population 
effected 

Impact on 
health 
inequalities 

Action 

Transport and Connectivity (access, walking, cycling, public transport) 
Lifestyle factors linked in draft SCS 
Transport choices reflected in spatial 
issues 
Improved access to GI addressed in 
parish and community plans 
 
Cycle routes and GI feature strongly in 
the strategy (option 2) with reference 
to recreational access 
 
NA facing growth has potential for 
investment in GI 
 
Sustrans East to West connections 
would improve cycle access  
 
Connectivity a strong theme of the 
core strategy 
 
Sustainable transport and travel plans 
in (option 2 p28) would promote active 
travel 
Potential for a Heathfield branchline 
could  facilitate non-car journeys with 
active connections 
 

Coastal option has potential lack of transport 
infrastructure options 
 
NA focus may reduce investment in GI and 
transport infrastructure in rural areas  
 
18% of residents do not have a car and 
mixed uses are needed to avoid reliance on 
the car  
 
 

Dependent on options Proposed development led by 
funding of infrastructure rather 
than based on need 
 
New developments in danger of 
improving the health of some but 
leaving a lack of infrastructure 
investment in other areas 

Link to GI strategy and other leisure 
investment across the District 
 
Need to link with Devon LTP3 to ensure 
active travel proposals meet the needs 
of Teignbridge and ensure connectivity  



Economy (access to work, income, range of opportunities) 
Range of employment opportunities 
improves of the wider impacts on 
health (p42/43) 
 
More employment and varied 
645 per year settlement based 
 
Type of employment options will 
increase wage levels therefore high 
skill base developments required 
Employment option 3  

FE/post 16 plans key to economic growth  
 
Employment Option 2 focuses on NA 
 
Current reliance on public sector future shift 
will be required 
 
Potential negative impact if employment 
focuses on out of area 
 
Current low salaries in Teignbridge 
 

 Reliance on external 
employment will disadvantage 
without the means to travel or 

skill base for such jobs 

 
Teignmouth positive impact as 
the plan proposes more local 
employment and training 
opportunities in the area 

 

Housing and the Built Environment (housing quality and tenure, sustainable, crime reduction and 
community safety, car use, accidental injury, green infrastructure, sun protection) 

Lifetime homes offers a positive health 
impact for an ageing population  
 
Affordable housing will be provided  
(40% corporate objective) 
 
Potential for rural exception sites to 
allow growth in rural areas  
 
Open spaces, leisure and skate parks 
feature strongly in the strategy 
 
Aim to ensure leisure facilities per 
head of population 
 
740 homes per year based on level of 
need preventing homelessness if 
suitable  
 
10% of affordable homes required in 
rural areas  

Rural areas not sustainable if high cost 
housing and low paid jobs. Need balance 
economy and housing in the long-term 
 
Affordable housing linked to viability  
 
Due to the ageing population needs must be 
reflected in the spatial issues: lifetime homes 
will be important  
 
Affordability of housing has an impact on 
outward commuting 
 
Design strategy needs to ensure Secure by 
design principles adopted and future proofing 
of homes for the ageing population 
 
No direct action to reduce car use. Future 
design principles should facilitate bike 
storage for example in smaller affordable 
homes or built up areas such as Newton 
Abbot 
 
G&T provision liked to RSS and there is a 
need to ensure provision is made and the 
community actively engaged 
 
    

Ashburton and 
Buckfastleigh have no 
development therefore no 
infrastructure 
improvements 

A mix of affordability and tenure 
will assist in reducing inequalities 
 
Rural sustainability will need to 
be ensured so that rural 
deprivation does not increase 

Priority to have affordable housing 
therefore viability threshold need careful 
consideration  
 
Need to ensure the focus on new 
developments does not hinder progress 
on improving the existing stock in areas 
particularly those with no growth.  

Governance (political support, community involvement and engagement) 
Town and parish plans being used to 
inform decisions 

Difficulty engaging with a community which 
does not yet exist  

  Need to be addressed strongly at 
master planning stage. 



Covered in EGON wheel 
Inclusive consultation and attempts to 
seek views of a cross section of the 
community   

Services (GP, schools, children’s centre, community centre, leisure, food access) 
Infrastructure delivery plan – engaging 
with service providers to ensure 
phased developments 
 
Village definition and expectation in 
terms of minimum criteria have  a 
positive health impact  

 

Viability per head of population. Potential for 
competing demands in infrastructure delivery 
which could have a negative effect  
 
Infrastructure planning needs to enhance 
care as local as possible 
 
Some mention of local food growing but not 
a strong theme  

 Focus on growth areas can 
increase disadvantage in terms 
of services in deprived areas 

Consider local food access at master 
planning stage 

Social and cultural (healthy lifestyles, social cohesion, formal and informal interaction, social 
support) 

Lifestyle and social interaction are 
considered and included in 
infrastructure requirements but  would 
also need to be reflected in design 
principles 
 
Multi-purpose community facilities are 
suggested 
 
 

Reliance and prioritisation of developer 
investment to ensure the core objectives of 
leisure facilities and community facilities are 
delivered  
 
Faith need does not feature strongly in the 
core strategy 
 
Rural isolation and social deprivation gap 
could be widened  

 Growth areas should not cause 
community severance of 
disadvantaged areas 

Consult with faith groups on future 
development of faith services and/or 
assembly space 

Environmental (climate change, resource minimisation, air quality, water, land quality, noise, flood 
risk) 

Community wide renewable energy  
 
Strategy does not want to increase 
flood risk or develop in flood risk areas 

  
AQ issues considered 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The strategy has a focus on cycle routes for 
activity and connectivity and could 
strengthen the environmental need  
 
Reducing car use could be strengthened with 
use of connecting walking, cycling, rail and 
transport use. 
 
AQ action plan addressing air quality issues 
and links the core strategy, the link could be 
stronger and ensure developments facilitate 
improvements in air quality 
   
Policy on zero carbon homes 
 
Build on potential for other renewable energy 
sources to improve fuel poverty 

  Peak oil issues may require further 
consideration as the strategy does not 
strongly reference the need to decrease 
car use 



Summary of positive impacts 
Increasing activity features strongly in terms of infrastructure, access to open spaces and leisure opportunities and also in terms of active travel 
 
The improvements to the economy and affordable housing will have a positive impact on health 
 
 

Summary of negative impacts 
 
The Strategy needs to reflect one of the key spatial issues of an ageing population.  
 
Lifetime homes, extra care, fuel poverty and addressing poor quality housing are all important for the area. This will also link to renewable energy opportunities 
 
There is a strong focus on the important issue of employment and affordable housing with a need to balance the changing profile of the population     
 
Growth needs to have a positive impact on health inequalities 

Consideration of options for growth  
 
NA growth based on the affordability of infrastructure rather than current housing need of the area but it provides a good opportunity for growth and a balanced feel to the other growth areas with 
less infrastructure  
NA has some areas of high deprivation and the development should not widen the gap for existing areas. 
19000 jobs 8000 commute outwards significant investment to turn this trend if a priority for the area 
AQ issue 
Health benefit of proposed improvements to GI and connectivity 
Improved leisure facilities wanted 
 
Teignmouth low employment seasonal low skilled and travel out, a ward with high deprivation so development needs to enhance the area as a whole 
development could pay for local enhancements 
 
Dawlish low skill seasonal jobs and housing growth would assist in infrastructure improvements 
 
Bovey in-commuting for work need to ensure good transport links promoting active travel  
 
Chudleigh employment a priority and out commuting highest in Teignbridge 
 
Master planning for Chudleigh requires a HIA 
Edge of Exeter HIA done 
Ashburton and Buckfastleigh no growth 
Rural deprivation not currently as high as other areas in Devon but need to enhance rural areas  

Key actions 
Detailed HIA of agreed options at master planning stage  
Further information required; Limitations in undertaking a HIA at Core Strategy stage as not assessing a proposal but a range of options 
Full HIA requires N: HIA considered at master planning stage for each area 
 


