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VIEW 2: FROM CANAL  COUNTESS WEAR BRIDGE
View looking south-west from A379 at Countess Wear Bridge:

 � Majority of study area obscured from view by landform and vegetation
 � Part of the upper, north-east facing flanks (LCA 5) visible but broken up into small 

areas and partially obscured by intervening vegetation;
 � Rural, green backdrop but quality of the view affected by road and other urban 

influences in foreground;
 � Large number of viewers affected, including users of A379 and public rights of way 

along canal.

Masterplan implications
The majority of the study area is hidden from view or partially screened by vegetation so 
the potential visual impact of development is very limited, especially if it is restricted to 
the less visible lower slopes and avoided within the upper part of the field immediately 
below Church Path Hill Plantation.

VIEW 2 LOCATION

VIEW 2
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VIEW 3: FROM DAYS POTTLES LANE, ON BRIDGE 
OVER A38
View looking north from minor road (Days Pottles Lane) on bridge over A38:

 � Clear view of ridge top and slopes of Pearce’s Hill (western extremity of LCA 2) but 
remainder of study area obscured from view by landform;

 � View dominated by intrusive influence of A38 and associated lighting, signage, 
telecommunication masts etc;

 � Relatively small numbers of viewers affected from this particular viewpoint but 
the view is similar (but at a higher elevation) to that experienced by large number 
of transient viewers travelling east at speed along the A38.

Masterplan implications:
Despite existing urban intrusion of roads, masts etc., development on the west-facing 
slopes of Pearce’s Hill would be highly prominent and would significantly change the 
character of this view and the landscape setting of Exeter when approached from the 
west – development in this area should therefore be avoided.  No other parts of the study 
area are visible from this viewpoint. VIEW 3 LOCATION

VIEW 3 
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VIEW 4: FROM A379 TOWARDS ALPHINGTON
View over hedge from A379 looking north:

 � Open view across northern part of valley landscape (LCA 6) towards Alphington.  
The village itself and farmland immediately adjacent is hidden behind ridge and 
strong vegetation along Markham Lane;

 � Essentially rural, unspoilt view although built form of Exeter evident in 
background, beyond ridge;

 � Moderate numbers of viewers affected, but viewed intermittently between 
hedgerow vegetation by road users travelling at some speed.

Masterplan implications:
Potential visual impacts within this area could be reduced by concentrating 
development on land to the north of Markham Lane which is mostly screened 
from view, and developing at low densities elsewhere within a strong framework of 
greenspace along the valley floor and the more visible upper slopes to the south of 
Markham Lane.

VIEW 4 LOCATION
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VIEW 5: FROM MATFORD BUSINESS PARK
View from local access road on edge of Matford Business Park, looking south across the 
proposed extension to Matford Business Park:

 � Open views across northern parts of floodplain (LCA 1), although areas of 
floodplain to the east obscured behind vegetation;

 � Part of north-facing flanks of ridge (LCA 5), to the east of Matford Lane, prominent 
in view;

 � Top of ridge and other parts of study area obscured by vegetation and landform;
 � Predominantly rural view but some urbanising influence from pylons and local 

roads;
 � Moderate number of viewers affected, primarily users of the B3123 and other local 

roads travelling south out of the trading estate towards the Matford roundabout.

Masterplan implications:
Commercial development (already permitted) within the floodplain will alter the 
character of this view, although viewer perceptions are heavily influenced by the 
context of the Matford Business Park immediately to the north.  Further visual impact 
could be minimized by concentrating development on lower slopes and avoiding the 
most visually prominent upper slopes below Church Path Hill Plantation.

VIEW 5 LOCATION
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VIEW 6: FROM M5 MOTORWAY
View from the hard shoulder of the east-bound carriageway of the M5 motorway as it 
crosses the Exe floodplain on an elevated section:

 � View approximates to that experienced by users of M5 motorway travelling west;
 � Only small part of study area visible but far eastern end of ridge (LCA 2) 

prominent in views from this direction;
 � Predominantly rural, unspoilt view although some urbanizing influence from M5 

itself, important landscape backdrop to Exe Valley;
 � Large numbers of viewers affected although views are transient and experienced 

at high speed.

Masterplan implications:
The great majority of the study area is hidden from view behind the ridge and 
vegetation.  If development on the eastern end of the ridge is avoided, there would be no 
impacts on views from this direction.

VIEW 6 LOCATION
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VIEW 7: FROM A30
View from A30, travelling and looking south-east:

 � Views of study area fragmented and partially obscured by vegetation;
 � Most visible parts of study area are north-facing slopes to the west of Matford Lane 

(LCA 5), viewed at some distance, and part of the north-west facing slopes (LCA 5 
and 6) in the middle ground;

 � Predominantly rural, unspoilt view although some urbanizing influence from 
A30 itself;

 � Relatively large numbers of viewers affected although views are transient and 
experienced at high speed by users of the A30 travelling south.

Masterplan implications:
Existing vegetation and landform effectively break up views of the study area from this 
viewpoint and visual impacts could be further reduced by integrating new development 
within a strong new landscape infrastructure, particularly in areas closest to the A30, 
and avoiding development on the skyline.

VIEW 7 LOCATION
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VIEW 8: FROM COLLETON CRESCENT
View from the road and public green space at Colleton Crescent, looking south 
approximately 4 kilometres distant:

 � Upper north-facing flanks of ridge (LCA 5) visible in this long distance view, 
 � Other parts of study area obscured by intervening vegetation and buildings;
 � Quality of view influenced by development in foreground and pylons, but study 

area forms part of the undeveloped green backdrop to the city;
 � Relatively limited numbers of viewers affected from this residential street 

although includes occupants of properties along Colleton Crescent with 
expansive views from windows on upper floors.  Views not available from public 
areas along Quayside some distance below.

Masterplan implications:
The study area is mostly hidden from view but the upper slopes are prominent, albeit 
distant, elements in the green backdrop to Exeter.  Any potential impact could be 
avoided by locating development on the lower slopes, avoiding the most prominent open 
land below Church Path Hill Plantation. 
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