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AREA LESS ABSOLUTE CONSTRAINTS & CONSIDERED CONSTRAINTS
The plan below illustrates the removal of both the absolute constraints described op-
posite and the the considered constraints which include areas of land with:

 � Visual sensitivities - such as the setting of Exeter, ridgeline, Knowle Hill
 � Landscape sensitivites - such as existing vegetation or land with high 

landscape value
 � Areas of land considered to remote or disconnected by road infrastructure to 

provide a sustainable urban extension - such as the portion of study area to the 
west of the A30

The resulting area with the potential for development is reduced to 115 hectares. This  
area reflects the true potential for sustainable growth in the study area.

DEVELOPABLE LAND
The previous plans illustrated the remaining land, this plan illustrates both the land 
remaining and the land considered unsuitable with the absolute constraints in black 
and the considered constraints in grey. The remaining white land within the study 
area reflects what is shown in yellow opposite and is the land with potential to be 
developed.

The capacity of this land will depend on many factors including density of devel-
opment, layout and design. These things are taken into account as the masterplan 
develops and the potential capacity is then illustrated in the development schedule 
which accompanies the illustrative masterplan.

SITE/STUDY AREA WITH POTENTIAL FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

SITE/STUDY BOUNDARY

ABSOLUTE CONSTRAINTS

CONSIDERED CONSTRAINTS

LAND WITHIN THE STUDY AREA WITH 
POTENTIAL FOR DEVELOPMENT

SITE/STUDY BOUNDARY
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EARLY CONCEPT SKETCH FOR SOUTH WEST EXETER GROWTH AREA
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5.0
A VISION FOR GROWTH

 To ensure that the south west growth area becomes a well planned, coher-
ent and high quality extension of the city it is important to establish a clear vision 
and set of objectives for its growth.

This section sets out the objectives and vision for development in the study area, 
providing the ‘bigger picture’ and establishing the aspirations as to the kind of place 
South West Exeter should be in the future. A vision is needed to give clear direction 
and to guide planning, development and investment decisions towards the achieve-
ment of an agreed aim. The vision and objectives ensure that different developments 
and initiatives that come forward within the Masterplan area are all moving in the 
same direction and support each other towards a common goal.

In order for the vision to be deliverable it needs to be underpinned by a set of objec-
tives that address the social, economic and environmental priorities identified for 
the local area, the city and the wider Teignbridge District. These have been  set out 
under section 5.1 ‘The Objectives’.
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5.1 THE OBJECTIVES

MOVEMENT  
Create a place that promotes sustainable transport methods by facilitating 
and encouraging walking, cycling and the use of public transport as the 
primary means of transport…and is well integrated with and connected to 
existing community facilities, neighbourhoods and employment areas 

 � Ensure that safe and convenient pedestrian, cycle and public transport routes 
are provided to and from the city centre and other key destinations within and 
around the site;

 � Provide adequate local facilities to reduce the need to travel with legible and 
direct pedestrian, cycle and public transport routes to these facilities

 � Actively encourage a shift away from use of the private car to more sustainable 
modes of transport via improving the attractiveness of public transport in 
terms of cost,  ease of movement, speed, flexibility and reliability through the 
integration of an Enhanced Public Transport (EPT) system. 

LANDSCAPE SETTING AND ENVIRONMENT 
Create a place that responds sensitively to its landscape setting in terms 
of topography and visual prominence to ensure development does not 
detract from the site/study areas contribution to the overall image and 
attractiveness of Exeter 

 � Ensure the masterplan respects the upper slopes and ridgelines to maintain 
their contribution to the setting of the city and in defining the natural limits 
of the city’s growth

 � Consider opportunities for a Country Park to be located within the 
development to provide a strategic multifunctional greenspace for the new 
community;

 � Retain Knowle Hill as a strong and distinctive landscape feature.
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