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Report of Stakeholder Event  

1.   INTRODUCTION

Teignbridge District Council (TDC) hosted a workshop in March 2010 on the ‘Heart of 
Teignbridge’ Green Infrastructure Strategy to involve key stakeholders in developing a 
Green Infrastructure Strategy for the Newton Abbot area. This Strategy will play a key 
role in informing TDC’s Core Strategy document and other Development Plan Documents. 
It will also include projects and initiatives which can be delivered through other plans 
and strategies, such as the Local Transport Plan, and by direct action.

The Newton Abbot area has a high quality natural environment of great importance for 
biodiversity.  The area has a rich built heritage with numerous scheduled monuments 
and listed buildings. The historic cores of many towns and villages are designated 
conservation areas refl ecting their historic and architectural importance. The area has a 
spectacular landscape setting with the mass of Dartmoor National Park to the north-west 
and areas designated as being of Great Landscape Value to the north and east. 

The area faces the challenge of accommodating major change over the next 20 years. 
The emerging Regional Spatial Strategy for the South West proposes provision for at least 
8,000 new homes up to 2026 at Newton Abbot and Kingsteignton. Many of these homes 
are likely to be provided in new developments on the edge of the settlements. There are 
also signifi cant mineral workings in the Bovey Basin. New development and restoration 
of mineral workings can make provision for enhanced and extended networks of green 
spaces and corridors across the study area. 

2.   EVENT PROGRAMME

The workshop took place on the morning of the 23rd March 2010 at Newton Abbot 
Racecourse. A total of 42 delegates attended the workshop from a range of organisations 
including offi cers and members from Teignbridge District and Devon County Councils, 
representatives of national agencies such as the Environment Agency, Natural England 
and CABE, interest groups, representatives from Town and Parish Councils and Town and 
Parish Plan Groups and other local community groups. A full list of attendees is included 
as Appendix A to this report. 

The workshop included an exhibition of maps on the main study outputs, presentations 
on Green Infrastructure and break-out sessions setting priorities for green infrastructure 
in the local area and mapping green infrastructure corridors and projects.

Presentations
There were two presentations. The fi rst by Tony Page, Head of Policy and Heritage, was 
titled ‘New Signature for Newton Abbot – the Green Infrastructure Transformational 
Vision’. Following the presentation the participants felt there was too much emphasis 
on Newton Abbot in the branding of the strategy. It was suggested that the project be 
re-branded as the ‘Heart of Teignbridge’ Green Infrastructure Strategy to refl ect the 
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geographical extent of the study and inclusion of other towns 
and villages in the study area. 

The second presentation was by Sarah Parkinson, the Green 
Infrastructure Project Offi cer, titled ‘Study Outputs – Enormous 
Challenges and Amazing Opportunities’. The presentation 
summarised the main outputs from the study work.

Both presentations are included as Appendix B to this report.

Workshops Sessions
The participants were divided into groups and assigned a table. The aim was to achieve 
a mix of national and local interests in each group to refl ect the full range of different 
interests of the workshop participants. 

Task 1 – Is Green Infrastructure Important?

‘The provision of high quality green infrastructure should be a high priority in 
shaping the future of the Newton Abbot area’.

Each participant had to respond as an individual as to whether they strongly agreed, 
agreed, were neutral, disagreed or strongly disagreed with the above statement 
and explain why they had decided to support or disagree with the statement. The 
purpose of this task was to encourage participants to appraise the importance of green 
infrastructure. 

A total of 35 of the participants strongly agreed and 7 agreed with the ‘high priority’ 
statement. There were no neutrals or disagrees. A full list of comments is included in 
workshop results in Appendix D. The following is a summary of the key reasons:

• Green Infrastructure is important to quality of life and making better and more  
 sustainable places.
• Development pressures in the area are great and changes in the area should not be 
 led by development. Green infrastructure is integral to the success of employment 
 and housing development and should set the framework for the delivery of growth.
• There needs to be a strategic approach to the delivery of green infrastructure and a 
 need to look at cross boundary links and cross cutting links to issues such as tourism.
• There should be more emphasis on education and training needed.
• Some of the drivers for green infrastructure include concern over loss of habitats 
 and gardens and the peak oil/energy resource issues.
• Green infrastructure should be well-designed and linked to the design of the built 
 environment. It should build in useful access for people with disabilities.
• Communities and other interest groups need to be involved throughout the 
 process.
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Task 2 – What should be the Green Infrastructure priorities for the local area?

In determining the future form and function of Green Infrastructure in the Newton 
Abbot area what relative importance should be attached to specifi c roles, and why?

The participants had to work as a group to agree the relative 
importance of the different roles of Green Infrastructure. A full list 
of the roles and defi nitions is included in Appendix C and a full set 
of results in Appendix D. Prioritising of roles varied between groups. 
There was general agreement that all the roles were important 
and interrelated and it was hard to prioritise. Taking the results 
for all groups, the role of green infrastructure as nature reserve, 
‘green’ connections and climate change were identifi ed as the 
most important. The roles of health centre, a recycling/renewable 
energy centre, re-energising the economy, quality of place, local 
produce and community centre were also considered important. 
Of least importance were the outdoor gym, outdoor classroom and 
living history roles.

Task 3 – Identify key projects and delivery locations

Having expressed your view on form and function, what are the key projects and in 
which location(s) should they be located?

For this task each table was given a map to annotate with key projects and corridors. 
Table 6 split up and joined different tables so there are fi ve annotated maps in total. 
Photographs of the maps are included in Appendix D.

Some of the key themes/areas of agreement which came out of the task are:
• Floodplains and rivers were seen as major strategic corridors.
• All groups had mapped a corridor linking Newton Abbot to Bovey Tracey and four of 
 the groups had extended the corridor to the south linking Newton Abbot to  
 Kingskerswell and Torbay. 
• All groups had mapped a corridor following the draft NCN2 cycle route from Totnes 
 through the Lemon Valley to Newton Abbot and then extending along the Teign 
 Estuary.
• Most groups had identifi ed links between Newton Abbot, Kingsteignton and 
 Chudleigh.
• Others had identifi ed links between communities around Newton Abbot. Potential 
 for this to form the ‘rim’ of a green infrastructure wheel with the spokes as the 
 routes in and out of Newton Abbot.  
• Importance of links to areas outside the study area including Dartmoor National 
 Park, Chudleigh, the Haldon Hills and Torbay.
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Other project ideas:
• Hilltops – viewpoints to help reconnect with people’s environment.  
 Important to protect the tops of hills and the skyline.      
 Identifi cation of hilltops at Highweek and Wolborough.
• Connection of communities to surrounding areas (i.e. Bovey Tracey, 
 Ogwell)
• The redundant pits provide opportunities for lakes/green 
 infrastructure.
• Create wetlands in the Teign fl oodplains that are not only good for 
 wildlife but also serve a fl ood management function. This could 
 include some areas in and around the racecourse, Teigngrace and 
 Preston.
• Create a nature reserve in the Bovey Basin clay pits.
• First priority should be restoration of the clay pits.
• Pressure on development from the Kingskerwell bypass decision 
 means the creation of Aller Brook Valley Park is a top priority. 
• Open the railway station at Kingskerswell.
• Long term aspiration to open the Newton Abbot to Heathfi eld line.
• Farm resource/livestock market 
• Projects in Newton Abbot town centre to reopen the River Lemon to 
 the town and to create a food hub.
• Buckland Community Centre – new and all embracing.
• Making sure footpaths are maintained and made welcoming.
• Key project areas to include Buckland, Wolborough, Bovey Tracey 
 and Kingskerwell. 
• Restoring the Stover Canal and building a visitor centre.
• Integrate green infrastructure with new development. Integrate 
 green spaces with the housing to encourage cycling and walking 
 rather than car use.
• Provide allotments as this will help to improve health.
• Provide a crossing of the A38 by foot/cycle e.g. railway arch/issue 
 of getting across or under A roads.
• Provide footways/cycleways along river corridors.
• Create a locally distinctive quality environment.
• Make best use of land including mineral spoil areas for heathland 
 and public access.
• Link woods, Haldon, Estuary, Parke – green energy from these 
 corridors 
• Importance of tourism role and recreation – build open space 
 recreational ‘hotspots’ off strategic corridors i.e. Town Quay.
• Look at the contribution of quiet lanes to green links.
• Provide more walking and cycling routes within as well as between towns and villages.
• Address current defi ciencies in green space in Kingsteignton.
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3.   CONCLUSION AND NEXT STEPS

The workshop has taken us forward in terms of identifying key stakeholders local 
priorities for green infrastructure and  key strategic green corridors and projects. The 
event also raised awareness of Green Infrastructure issues. A good deal of support was 
expressed for the production of a Green Infrastructure Strategy as a high priority.

The next step is for the Council to produce a Draft Green Infrastructure Study & 
Strategy for consultation. Development of the Draft Strategy is likely to involve further 
informal and targeted consultation with some key stakeholders. The Draft Study and 
Strategy will be published in summer 2010 for consultation. It is likely that the Council’s 
Limehouse Consultation Portal will be used for the consultation exercise. A series of ‘Area 
Frameworks’ will be produced in the autumn to provide detailed guidance for green 
infrastructure delivery at local site level. 
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Appendix A – List of Attendees by 
Workshop Group

Table 1 - Marie Stainwright (Facilitator)
Alison Kohler
Dartmoor National Park Authority
Matt Self
Royal Society for Protection of Birds
Terry Westwood 
Bovey Tracey Town Council
Cllr Daphne Watts
Newton Abbot Town Council
Fuad Al-Tawil
Transition Newton Abbot
Richard Harris
Kingsteignton Community Plan Group

Table 2 -Gary Powell (Facilitator)
Simon Dunsford
National England
Cllr Gordon Hook
Teignbridge District Council
Cllr Colin Parker
Newton Abbot Town Council
Michael Bladen
Teignbridge Access Group
Robert Hooper
Kingskerswell Parish Group
Anthony Rew
Newton Abbot Community Interest Company

Table 3 - Stephen Carrol (Facilitator)
Cherry Herbert
Environment Agency
Gus Fergusson
National Trust
John Hartley
Council for Preservation of Rural England
Cllr Anne Fry
Teignbridge District Council
Mike Brundell
Hennock Parish Plan Group
Jackie Brodie
Transition Newton Abbot

Table 4 - Sarah Parkinson (Facilitator)
Ros Mills
Devon County Council

Table 4 cont
David Orr
Commission for Architecture and the Built 
Environment
Bill Broadbent
Devon Wildlife Trust
Cllr Keith Howard
Kingsteignton Town Council
Ken Robertson
Newton Area Cycling Group
John Pike
Newton Abbot Community Interest Company 
and Newton Abbot and District Strategic 
Community Plan

Table 5 - Emily Stallworthy (Facilitator)
Laura Horner
Devon County Council
Peter Grainger
SUSTRANS
Tracy Brooks
Torbay Council
Giles Beauchamp
Royal Society for Protection of Birds
Roger Harding
The Stover Canal Trust
Cllr Joan Lambert
Teignbridge District Council
Alex Morrison
Ogwell Parish Plan
Jane Ballantyne
Newton Abbot Community Interest Company 
and Newton Abbot and District Strategic 
Community Plan

Table 6 - Tony Page (Facilitator)
Sally Henley
Newton Abbot Town Centre Manager
Cllr Beryl Austen
Teignbridge District Council
Mark Goodman
Transition Newton Abbot
Sian Avon
Teignbridge District Council
Cliff Jones
Newton Abbot Civic Society
Jeremy Newcombe
Chamber of Commerce
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‘Green Infrastructure Transformational Vision’
Presentation Slides:
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‘Study Outputs - Enormous Challenges and Amazing Opportunities’
Presentation Slides:
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Appendix C – List of roles of Green Infrastructure and defi nitions

FUNCTION BENEFIT

Health Centre Improve health, well being and happiness.

Nature Reserve Increase the abundance and diversity of wildlife. 

Outdoor Gym Improve access to formal sports facilities and activity trails. 

Recycling & Renewable 
Energy 

Develop innovative local solutions to secure higher recycling rates 
and greater renewable energy production.

Outdoor Class/Playroom Enhance learning, study and creative play opportunities. 

Re-Energise Economy   Improve the business environment, provide niche-marketing 
opportunities, offer unique selling point for commerce and enhance 
the tourism offer.

Quality of Place Improve landscapes and townscapes, strengthen local 
distinctiveness and settlement identity. 

Local Produce Reduce ‘food miles’ and provide greater opportunities to ‘grow 
your own’.

‘Green’ Connectors Better connect communities, people and key places with attractive 
walkways, cycleways, enhance the public transport offer and 
improve access between town and country.

Climate Change Safeguard floodplains, reduce run-off, improve air quality and 
carbon capture.

Living History  Protect and celebrate the rich heritage. 

Community Centre Create safe and attractive meeting places.



Appendix D – Workshop Results
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WORK SHOP RESULTS - TASK 1

The provision of high quality green infrastructure should 
be a high priority in shaping the future of the Newton 
Abbot area.

Do you agree with this statement?

Strongly
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree

Strongly
Disagree

Comments

35 7

Statement should read “... be the highest priority in ....”
Concern of loss of sensitive habitats through planning
Loss of gardens - through infill and hard surfacing
Potential for exemplar
Informing local parishes on planning & s106 influence
Education

Strong local community support
Fundamental to quality of life
Provide a sustainable future for the area
Balance Green Infrastructure with other priorities
Build in useful access for disabled

Need to keep all groups interested and involved throughout
       the process, so that they have/take on an active part in 
  decision making

More emphasis on education/training needed
A strong driver is peak oil/energy resource issues
Must end up with a strategy that will be implemented

Why would anyone oppose?
GI should serve to make better and more sustainable places
Need to balance catering for growth against GI provision, 

  although opposing view that it should be used to ‘check’ 
  development

Not led by development - GI important
Issue of conflict of how you address this issue - issue of

  volume development
Issue of design standards - design of the space/good 

  green corridor
Strongly agree - pressures of development so great we 

  need GI
Don’t seperate GI from the built environment
Development of high quality not always appropriate - all 

  qualities of green space importants (verges)
Very vague and motherhood and apple pie statement - 

  sharpen up this statement to link to delivery
Keeping rural element - designing rural to urban transition
Sensible waste deposal system so doesnt effect GI

GI is a catalyst for delivery of other issues
We must have employment - not low paid jobs.  The land 

  must pass this green statement as above
GI integral to success of Employment sites, housing 

  development etc
Set framework for delivery of growth
Local benefit
Cross boundary (Torbay/South Hams etc) / cutting links to 

  tourism
Strategic
Joint working
Carbon footprint
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WORK SHOP RESULTS - TASK 2

WEIGHTING

Most
Important

R
O

LE

Important
Least

Important

Health Centre

Nature Reserve

Outdoor Gym

Recycling/Renewable
Energy Centre

Outdoor
Classroom

Re-Energise
Economy

Quality
of Place

Local Produce

‘Green’
Connections

Climate Change

Living History

Community
Centre

Other
(Please use empty rows)

Reconnecting People to their 
environment

School Curriculum
Sustainable Transport

Opportunities for new sites

Eating Healthy/Buying Local

Food Security
Demand for community 

growing space
Corridors for wildlife

Access to green space
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               WORKSHOP RESULTS - TASK 3

Larger versions of these plans can be 
viewed on Teignbridge District Council’s 

website via the download section 
on the ‘Heart of Teignbridge’ Green 

Infrastructure page.

http://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=24573&p=0


If you need this information in another language or format (print size, colour, Braille, BSL, 
email attachment, mp3 file or disc), please contact: equality@teignbridge.gov.uk 

01626 361 101


