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1. Document Background and Context 
 
 

1.1 The Heart of Teignbridge Green Infrastructure Study and Strategy: 

- sets out a local vision and objectives for managing and developing green 
infrastructure in the study area. 

- summaries key issues and evidence related to Green Infrastructure. 

- identifies specific areas for development (eg green networks, habitats, 
sustainable movement, landscape) and outlines specific actions & 
projects to improve the quality of green infrastructure. 

- Provides a mechanism for coordination among the many agencies and 
organisations with operational responsibility or interest in using or 
managing green spaces for recreation, biodiversity, amenity etc. 

- Identifies green infrastructure funding requirements which may inform 
the Infrastructure Delivery Plan for the district. 

1.2 The document is relevant to the central Teignbridge area including the lower 
reaches of the River Teign, Aller Brook and River Bovey and the 
surrounding area.  This encompasses the major settlements of Bovey 
Tracey, Kingskerswell, Kingsteignton and Newton Abbot; and area with a 
resident population of more than 58,000. 

2. SEA Screening 

2.1 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a process to identify likely 
significant effects of a plan or policy on the environment.  An SEA provides 
technical details of likely effects of the proposal and sets out a management 
and monitoring framework to help mitigate and track any impacts.   The SEA 
focuses on impacts on the natural environment with some limited 
consideration of human population needs and material assets. 

2.2 An SEA is required in accordance with the European Strategic 
Environmental Assessment Directive (2001/42/EC) where plans, policies 
and projects may have significant environmental effects.  In order to 
determine if the Affordable Housing SPD meets the requirements of the 
SEA directive, screening questions should be considered: 
 

Is the Plan/Policy subject to preparation and/or adoption by 

the local authority or prepared for adoption through 

parliamentary or government procedure?  Art 1(a) 

Yes. 

Directive MAY 

apply 

Is the Plan/Policy required by legislative, regulatory or 

administrative provision? Art 1(a) 

No. 

Directive 

does not 

apply 
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2.3 It is therefore considered that a Strategic Environmental Assessment is not 
required for the Heart of Teignbridge Green Infrastructure Strategy. 

3. Sustainability Appraisal 

3.1  Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is a process to ensure that plans and 
programmes related to land use issues and development present the 
options most compatible with the aims of sustainable development.  The SA 
process considers environmental, social, and economic aspects of 
sustainability.  The 2005 UK Sustainable Development identifies five guiding 
principles to achieving sustainable development, namely: 

• living within environmental limits  
• ensuring a strong, healthy and just society  
• achieving a sustainable economy 
• promoting good governance 

 
SA Screening 

3.2  An SA is required for local authority Development Plan Documents.   The 
2009 amendments to the Town and Country Planning regulations indicate 
that a Sustainability Appraisal is not required for all Supplementary Planning 
Documents.  

3.3 The Green Infrastructure Strategy is not intended for adoption as an SPD, 
but rather will seek adoption as a council policy and underpinning evidence 
for the Local Development Framework.  As such there is clearly no 
requirement for a Sustainability Appraisal.  

3.4 Where any local policy may have direct negative sustainability implications it 
is good practice to undertake a systematic appraisal of potential impacts.  In 
reviewing the Green Infrastructure Strategy is has been determined that 
there are no significant negative environmental impacts arising from the 
policies proposed in this document.  The projects outlined in the strategy are 
sufficiently flexible as to not unduly constrain or limit economic or social 
benefits.  For this reason, it is concluded that detailed sustainability 
appraisal work is not required. 

 


