
Building an extension to your home may provide you with additional space or flexibility but 
unless well designed, it may reduce its value and undermine the quality and character of the 
surrounding area.  Consideration of the following principles should help to set you on the right 
path to finding an acceptable solution.
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This note is one of a series aimed at improving the design standards of residential development 
and will assist applicants who are preparing to make changes to their houses. This document 

should be read in conjunction with other relevant Planning Advice Notes. 

Form
The form of the host building should influence the 
form of the extension.
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These examples acknowledge that the host 
buildings have pitched roofs and are designed 
accordingly.

The flat roofs in these examples are not in 
harmony with the form of the original building 
but may be acceptable when not visible 
from the street to reduce the impact on 
neighbouring property
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The extensions above overwhelm the host 
structure and are cumulatively out of proportion 
to it.

Massing
The effect of one, or the combined effect of a 
number of extensions should be in proportion 
to the host building and the developable area.
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Scale & Impact
Extensions should be complementary and 
subservient to the host structure.
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Stepping the extension back from the 
primary elevation (especially on historic 
buildings), keeping the eaves and ridge 

ý

DRAFTExtensions

þ



DRAFT

If you need this publication in another format or language tel 01626 361101
Produced by Teignbridge District Council Forde House Brunel Road Newton Abbot Devon TQ12 4XX.

Version 16/02/2010

It is important to retain adequate external 
amenity space around the home for present 
and future occupiers. 

Leaving a space between the extension and 
the boundary, reducing height and leaving 
a setback from  the frontage can help to 
avoid terracing and will assist in reducing the 
dominance of new structures.

Appearance

Trees, hedgerows and boundary walls can 
make a valuable contribution to the way 
a place feels and appears.  Extensions 
should be designed so that features which 
make a positive contribution to an area are 
unaffected.

Gardens

The extension and bay window example 
above successfully draws reference in its 
style and detailing from the host building in a 
way that the flat roofed example does not. 
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Trees and other features

Extensions should complement the style, 
details and materials of the host building and 
those found within the surrounding area. 

The extensions in the second example reduce 
garden space to a small and unusable area. 
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Front extensions can have a negative affect 
on the appearance of a street, particularly 
where there is a regular or easily identifiable 
pattern to the building frontages.

Further information
Contact
The Duty Planning Officer
Teignbridge District Council  
tel: 01626 361101
planning@teignbridge.gov.uk
www.teignbridge.gov.uk
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levels below that of the primary structure, 
and ensuring the extension is not too large 
can help to retain a hierarchy between the 
host building and the new additions.

The appearance of terracing in the street 
scene from two storey side extensions should 
be avoided. 
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