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1. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
The Review Group requests consideration be given to: 
 

 The Leader writing a letter to our two local MP’s voicing the Review Group’s 
concern with national legislation which, whilst trying to balance the freedom of 
individuals against the public interest, was weighted too heavily in favour of an 
individual who breaches the planning legislation. 
 

 The introduction of a pro-active system of monitoring major development sites 
whereby planning officers organise periodic site tours with the local Ward 
Councillor(s) to identify issues.   
 

 
2. MEMBERS OF THE REVIEW GROUP 
 

The Review Group was chaired by Cllr Prowse and comprised Cllrs Bromell, Brodie, 
Colclough and Winsor. 

 
3. PURPOSE   

 
The Council’s Overview & Scrutiny Committee had appointed a Review Group in 
2012, this group has met infrequently since the submission of their final report to 
ensure progress is made against the recommendations. 
 
The Group met on the 1 November 2016, receiving an update from officers on 
progress with enforcement work.  As a result of that meeting, it was felt that a number 
of recommendations were applicable.  Overview & Scrutiny are asked to consider the 
recommendations and to recommend them to the Executive. 
 

4. FINDINGS OF THE REVIEW GROUP 
 

4.1 National Legislation 
 
The Review Group raised concerns regarding a number of local issues relating to 
delays in taking effective enforcement action.  They were advised that delays were 
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usually due to the planning legislation, whereby it is not an offence to carry out 
development without planning permission, and where there are various options 
available to transgressors to appeal against enforcement action or otherwise delay 
the enforcement process through legal means.  It was agreed that O&S would ask 
the Leader to send a letter to the two local MP’s voicing the Review Group’s 
disappointment that national legislation, whilst trying to balance the freedom of 
individuals against the public interest, appears to be weighted too heavily in favour of 
an individual who is in breach of planning control. 
 
4.2  Monitoring of Major Development Site 
 
The Group had received a suggestion that major developments could be more pro-
actively monitored, and that Members could have a role to play in this monitoring.  It 
was suggested that senior planning officers could arrange periodic tours of major 
development sites with the local Ward Councillor(s) to identify issues as they 
occurred.  This was felt a good step forward as the local Ward Members would also 
be able to raise issues which had been brought to their attention by the public.  
Consideration would need to be given to the size of development to be included in 
the tours and the regularity of the visits. 

 

6. CONCLUSION 
 

The Group has made these recommendations as it believes they will further enhance 
the enforcement process. 
 
 

Councillors: Cllrs Prowse (Chairman), Bromell, Brodie, Colclough, Winsor. 

Wards affected All 

Contact for any more information 
 

Karen Mason, Democratic Services Officer 01626 
215159 
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