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OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 
6 June 2016 
 
 
Present: 
Councillor Haines (Chairman) 
Councillor Bullivant (Vice Chairman) 
Councillors: Brodie, Clarance, Connett, Cox, Dennis, Dewhirst, Ford, Fusco, Golder, 
Hocking, Hook, Johnson-King, Kerswell, Mayne, Nutley, Orme, Parker, Price, Prowse, 
Smith, Thorne and Winsor.   
 
Apologies: 
Councillor Grainger, Jeffery and Walters 
 
Other Members in Attendance: 
Councillors Christophers, Clemens, Cook, Goodey, Gribble, Hellier-Laing, Lake and 
Russell. 
 
In Attendance: 
Nicola Forsdyke – Joint Housing Needs Lead 
Rebecca Hewitt – Senior Community Safety Officer 
Paul Nicholls – Food Health & Safety Manager 
Alex Stevens – Regional Policy Manager, National Farmers Union 
Students – Schools Council 
 
 
23.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR GEOFF BLADON 
 

 The meeting stood in silence in memory of District Councillor Geoff Bladon who 
sadly passed away on 2 June 2016.  

 
24.  MINUTES 

 
The minutes of the meeting held on 25 April 2016 were approved and signed 
as a correct record. 

 
25. PUBLIC QUESTION 
 

The following question was submitted by Wolborough Residents Association and 
the answer provided by Mr S Thornley, Spatial Planning Business Manager.  
 
Question:  
Will TDC identify the actions it is taking to address Historic England‟s serious 
concerns with regard to the preservation of the rural setting of St Mary‟s Church 
(Wolborough) and mitigating the impact of development on other heritage assets 
documented by Historic England in their scoping opinion responses to NA3? 
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Answer:  
I can confirm that the potential impact of development at the NA3 allocation on 
Listed Buildings and other heritage assets is a factor which will be taken into 
account in the contents of the NA3 Development Framework Plan.  To this end, 
the Council‟s Conservation Officers will continue to provide advice on heritage 
matters and appropriate mitigation. 
 

26. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 

Cllr Cox declared a pecuniary interest in item 9 Development of a Joint 
Homelessness Strategy by virtue of being a member of the registered Charity 
Homeless in Teignbridge. 
 
Cllr Thorne also declared an interest in Item 9, as an officer of Exeter City 
Council and left the meeting during discussion of the item. 

 
27. SCHOOLS COUNCIL PRSENTATION  
 

School children from the Schools Council in Newton Abbot provided a 
presentation to Members on research they had undertaken with their peers on 
smoking, drugs and alcohol abuse.  The Chairman and Members wholeheartedly 
supported the work undertaken by the students and welcomed the opportunity to 
hear their views and to consider how to progress the matter. 
 
Cllr Hook advised he was proud of the work they had done and asked if they 
could consider how they wished to the Council to help further, whether there 
should be more intervention from grown-ups or whether the Council should be 
tougher on these challenging issues. 
 
Cllr Fusco asked if the students had a view on the presence of CCTV cameras, 
and asked if they could respond to him after the meeting with their views on 
CCTV monitoring, particularly as it related to Teignmouth. 
 
Members advised that the Council‟s Senior Community Safety Officer would meet 
with the students after the meeting, to discuss in more detail how the Council 
could further help them with information or sign-post them to other agencies. 
 
In conclusion the Chairman and Members thanked the students for their 
presentation. 

 
28. NATIONAL FARMERS UNION  
 

The Regional Policy Manager for the National Farmers Union (NFU), Alex 
Stevens, attended the meeting to highlight issues facing farmers.  He asked 
Members to consider the needs of farmers when making decisions which could 
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affect their livelihood.  He also advised that the NFU would be happy to offer any 
assistance to officers or Members to enable them to make informed decisions. 
 
During his presentation, he made particular reference to: 

 all areas of agricultural production being affected by falling prices; 

 jobs in the agricultural sector being lost as farms become more 
mechanised;   

 the National living wage having an impact on farmers; 

 empty farm buildings, farmers needing to approach the local authority in 
advance of any planning application to enable discussion to take place on 
the best use for redundant buildings;  

 Red tractor – the need for consumers to look out for these signs, which 
support British farmers; 

 confirmation that the NFU raise issues with supermarkets.  It was 
suggested that Members could tweet supermarkets should they find any 
incorrect or misleading labelling; 

 broadband connectivity having an effect on farmers as all contact with 
HMRC, cattle movements etc have to be submitted electronically; 

 the importance of diversity;   

 an offer to take any interested councillor on a local farm visit. 
 

During discussion, a Member raised the need for town centres to be viable, that 
farmers should be encouraged to place their products in their local town.  In 
response to a question on how councillors could help farmers, the representative 
advised that influence could be made via the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) 
to support the agricultural sector.  Also, to incentivise projects or planning 
applications to insist local labour is used and to generally champion the industry. 
 

 The Chairman and Members thanked Mr Stevens for his presentation. 
 
29. DEVELOPMENT OF A JOINT HOMELESSNESS STRATEGY 
 

The Joint Housing Needs Lead advised that it was a statutory requirement to 
undertake a review of the Homelessness Strategy every 5 years.  The strategy 
had been split into 4 themes and had been open to public consultation.  Members 
attention was drawn to an omission, in the section “you said, we did”, an 
additional paragraph on credit unions would be included into the final document.   
 
During discussion, Members made particular reference to: 
 
(a) the need to ensure there was adequate funding to undertake the 

initiatives set out in the strategy and the need to provide specialist and 
supportive housing; 
 

(b) a hope that the Local Welfare Support Scheme be restored to £60,000 
per annum;   
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(c) a suggestion that the military have a separate section with additional 

detail provided on how the authority would work those seeking homeless 
advice; 

 

(d) domestic violence, more information and detail to be provided within this 
section; 

 

(e) concern that the strategy did not provide detail of how the actions would 
be funded and monitored; 
 

(f) more information to be provided on how the strategy would prevent 
prisoners and care leavers becoming homeless.  In response the officer 
advised that pathways were being mapped to ensure there was clear 
guidance; 

 

(g) detail of the differing budgets between Exeter and Teignbridge.  It was 
agreed that detailed information would be provided in the Members‟ 
Newsletter. 
 

Resolved 
 
It was agreed to: 
 
(i) Endorse, subject to the inclusion of alterations detailed above, the draft Joint   

Homelessness Strategy for Teignbridge and Exeter 2016-2021 for consideration 
by the Executive; 

 
(ii) To note the findings of the Business Impact Assessment; 
 
(iii) Note the „You said, we did‟ consultation exercise. 

 
30. EXECUTIVE FORWARD PLAN 
 

Members noted the Executive‟s Forward Plan and requested that a report on 
the „possible creation of a Teignbridge Housing company‟ is made available to 
the next available meeting of the Committee. 

 
31. FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME 

 
The Committee noted its work programme for the remainder of the municipal 
year.  The following items were requested to be added to the programme: 
 

 Chief Executive of the Citizens Advice Bureau to provide a presentation; 

 Presentation from an appropriate partner on work to address Domestic 
Violence within the district. 
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32. STRATA JOINT SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 

The link to the minutes and agenda of the Strata Joint Scrutiny Committee 
were noted.   
 
 

 
 
MIKE HAINES 
Chairman 
 


