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OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 
4 April 2016 
 
 
Present: 
Councillor Price (Chairman) 
Councillors: Brodie, Bullivant, Clarance, Connett, Cox, Dennis, Dewhirst, Ford, 
Golder, Grainger, Hocking, Hook, Jeffery, Johnson-King, Kerswell, Mayne, Parker, 
Prowse, Smith, Thorne and Winsor.   
 
Apologies: 
Councillor Colclough, Haines, Nutley and Walters 
 
Other Members in Attendance: 
Councillors Clemens, Cook, Goodey and Lake. 
 
In Attendance: 
Nicola Bulbeck – Chief Executive 
David Eaton - Environmental Protection Manager 
Mark Fox – Coastal & Drainage Manager 
Cathy Ruelens – Electoral Services Manager 
Tony Watson – Business Manager Economy & Assets 
 
 
388. MINUTES 

 
The minutes of the meeting held on 8 February 2016 were approved and 
signed as a correct record. 

 
389. EMERGENCY PLANNING & BUSINESS CONTINUITY 
 

 The Committee received a presentation from the Council’s Environmental 
Protection Manager on emergency planning and business continuity.   
Members noted the Council had a significant role in supporting and co-
ordinating responses.  Officers were involved with multi-agency training 
events. 
 
During his presentation he made reference to: 
 

 Emergency Planning comprising 6 related activities: anticipation, 
assessment, prevention, preparation, response and recovery; 

 Business Continuity Plans involved the building of resilience into 
Council business and identifying critical activities and devising plans 
to operate through any disruption; 

 generic response plans being in place as well as specific plans for 
certain events; 



OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY (4.4.16) 

 
298 

 

 Devon Communities Resilience Forum.  This organisation had taken 
on the role of co-ordinating and supporting local communities who 
wished to produce a local Emergency Plan.  They would provide 
templates and checklists to be used in developing plans 

 All incidents being reviewed and procedures refined by officers after 
an event. 
  

Members noted their role during an incident, as the local interface with the 
community, identifying vulnerable people in their Ward and providing support 
at local centres.   
 
During discussion, reference was made to: 
 
(a) the need to understand where local centres were.  It was agreed a list 

would be included in the Members’ Newsletter; 
 

(b) who to contact.  Members were advised that procedures and plans were in 
place for emergencies.  Anyone reporting an out of hours incident should 
phone the out of hours emergency number 01395 516854, a manager 
would be contacted who would co-ordinate a response. 

 
(c) To provide Members with an aid memoir to include useful contact 

numbers, it was agreed this would be produced and circulated in due 
course. 

 
The Chairman and Members thanked the officer for his presentation. 

 
390. FLOOD RESILIENCE  
 

The Coastal & Drainage Manager advised that Devon County Council was 
the lead authority for flooding, with responsibility to manage flood risk in 
Devon.   Devon County Council as the lead authority would be identifying 
areas at risk, this included gas and electric stations.  Teignbridge officers 
were working with the County Council to ensure flood risk was minimised. 
 
Reference was made to the 3 critical drainage areas designated by the 
Environment Agency at: Balland Stream, Ashburton; Challabrook, Bovey 
Tracey and Shutterton Brook, Dawlish Warren.   
 
Whilst there was no statutory obligation on the Council, it did maintain a 
stock of 2000 filled sandbags plus 3000 empty bags, with enough sand to 
fill them.  Officers were working with home owners to reduce the reliance on 
sandbags by encouraging them to increase their own protection with flood 
boards, confirming that monies was available to the home owner for such 
work. 
 



OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY (4.4.16) 

 
299 

 

Members were advised that a key change in the legislation made Devon 
County Council a statutory consultee in relation to major housing 
developments. 
 
During discussion, particular reference was made to: 
 
(a) Blocked gulley’s.  Members were advised that the Council highlighted 

high risk areas to ensure gulley’s were cleared on a regular basis.   
Members sought assurance that gulley clearance would take place 
and that planning applications would not be approved on flood risk 
areas.   
 

(b) Challabrook – the local Member questioned how far away building 
could take place and was informed that there was no definitive 
restriction as long as there was sufficient resilience to any future 
flooding likelihood. 

 

(c) A Member suggested the need for a Task & Finish Group to review the 
current procedures and practices, enabling Members to have an 
understanding of the issues and be able to make informed 
recommendations. 

 
 The Chairman and Members thanked the officer for his presentation. 
 
391. INDIVIDUAL ELECTORAL REGISTRATION (IER) 
 

The Council’s Electoral Services Manager provided an outline of the IER 
process.  During her presentation, she advised that IER had improved the 
accuracy of the electoral registers and reduced the risk of fraud.   
 
With elections in 2016 and a Parliamentary Review, government had decided 
not to retain register entries ‘carried forward’ from the old system.  Any existing 
entry which had not been confirmed by data matching, and where an IER 
application had not been received, had been deleted from the register from 1 
December 2015.   
 
Members were advised that at least 9 separate attempts had been made to 
contact each elector and a full canvass of households in the district had been 
undertaken.  In response to a question, the Electoral Services Manager 
confirmed that there were currently 4,124 pending electors where their identity 
had not been confirmed.  Further, that fraud had not been identified as an 
issue within Teignbridge. 
 
She confirmed that £69,000 had been spent on postage during the process to 
confirm electors, the usual annual postage cost for the service was £38,000, 
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this increased cost highlighted the number of attempts made by the Electoral 
Team to contact pending electors.  
 
Referring to any homeless person wishing to register, she advised that a 
number of homeless people were on the register and as long as they could 
provide a contact address for correspondence, they could register.  

 
 The Chairman and Members thanked the officer for her presentation. 

 
392. EXECUTIVE FORWARD PLAN 
 

Members noted the Executive’s Forward Plan.   
 
 
393. FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME 

 
The Committee noted its work programme for the remainder of the municipal 
year.  The following items were added to the programme: 
 

 Review of Outside Bodies. 

 Review of Flood Risk 

 Report on 5 year land supply. 

394. STRATA JOINT SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 

The Minutes of the Strata Joint Scrutiny Committee were noted.   
. 

 
 

 
 
GRAHAM PRICE 
Chairman 
 


