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OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 
6 July 2015 
 
 
Present: 
Councillor Haines (Chairman) 
Councillor Price (Vice Chairman) 
Councillors: Bladon, Brodie, Bullivant, Clarance, Colclough, Cox, Dennis, Dewhirst, 
Ford, Fusco, Golder, Grainger, Hocking, Hook, Jeffery, Kerswell, Mayne, Nutley, Orme, 
Parker, Prowse, Smith, Thorne, Walters and Winsor.   
 
Apologies: 
Councillors Connett, Johnson-King and Matthews. 
 
Other Members in Attendance: 
Councillors Christophers, Clemens, Goodey, Gribble, Hellier-Laing and Russell. 
 
In Attendance: 
Sue Aggett – Business Lead for Housing & Health 
Nicola Bulbeck – Chief Executive 
Graham Davey – Housing Enabling Officer 
Amanda Pujol – Business Manager for Housing & Health 
Trevor Shaw – Senior Planning Officer 
Phil Shears – Business Lead Strategic Place 
Simon Thornley - Business Manager for Strategic Place  
 
 
1. MINUTES 

 
The minutes of the meeting held on 30 March 2015 were approved and signed 
as a correct record. 

 
2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 

Cllr Thorne advised as an employee of Exeter city Council he may have to 
declare an interest should discussions take place on housing stock properties 
in Exeter.  

 
3. COMMUNITY ENERGY COMPANY  
 

The Committee received a presentation from the Secretary to Teign Energy 
Communities, Fuad Al-Tawil, on a project to provide energy and energy 
generation through community engagement projects.   
 
Mr Al-Tawil made reference to a White Paper which provided detail of the 
principle of owning and operating energy production for the community.  He 
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referred to current schemes including Bath & West Community Energy who had 
raised several million pounds for community projects through energy generation.   
He hoped the presentation would provide information to enable Members to raise 
awareness of the proposal in their communities.   
 
He advised that a social enterprise co-operative would be set up, a share offer 
made with an expected dividend of between 4-6%.  Organisations would benefit 
from lower cost electricity, users would be encouraged to think about their energy 
consumption.  Local companies would be employed to operate and install the 
equipment.   
 
Teign Energy Communities was seeking endorsement from Teignbridge District 
Council and publicity for their proposal. 
 
In response to a question, Mr Al-Tawil advised that their work would be focussed 
on niche projects which included hydro energy.   
 
The Chairman and Members thanked Mr Al-Tawil for his presentation. 
 

4. AFFORDABLE HOUSING SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT 
 
The Committee considered the Supplementary Planning Document which was 
being updated in light of the new Local Plan.  The proposed concise document 
would be compliant with the National Planning Policy Framework easily used by 
both developers and housing providers.   
 
The Business Manager confirmed that the Affordable Housing SPD reflected both 
the Council‟s Local Plan and national policy.  Members were reminded that any 
Planning Committee or Planning Inspector planning decision would have to 
consider seriously national policy, he advised that it would be impractical to go 
against this national policy. 
 
Members attention was drawn to the main changes, which included: 

 Detail of the 75/25 tenure split; 

 Self build policy; 

 Affordable income being those earning less than £60,000 (criteria for 
intermediate housing taken from South West Homes); 

 Rural exception site element; 

 Site thresholds; 

 Financial contributions in lieu of the provision of affordable housing, based 
on plot values; 

 Joint work undertaken with other local authorities to reflect the detail in the 
Local Plan Policy for gypsies and travellers. 

 
Members noted that the draft document, once approved by the Executive, would 
go out for public consultation before requiring formal approval. 
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During discussion, particular reference was made to:- 
 
(a) Officers confirmed that the right to buy changes proposed by the 

government may affect some wording within the policy.  Further, that 
officers would keep a watching brief for changes as they are produced; 
 

(b) A number of typographical and formatting issues were highlighted and 
accepted as requiring amendment before consultation; 

 
(c) Paragraph 5.  The normal approach would be for Members to give an 

indication of a view.  Officers would take account of the policy 
 

(d) Paragraph 6.  A Member made reference to the 75/25 tenure split and the 
targets set out in Appendix A, WE2.  Officers confirmed that the 
percentages related to different measures.  The Member suggested an 
explanation should be included in the document before it goes out for public 
consultation. 

 
(e) Paragraph 7.  Members were advised that the wording provided guidance to 

developers, to be more prescriptive could have a negative effect, that 
officers, with the current wording, would have the ability to negotiate with 
developers on a case by case basis. 

 
(f) Paragraph 9.  It was suggested wording should be included that the mix 

would be based on criteria according to need on site at that time.  The 
Business Manager advised he would consider wording how the Council 
could go about requiring a size mix in development sites.  

 

(g) Paragraph 9.  It was proposed by Cllr Dewhirst and Seconded by Cllr Brodie 
that the sentence asterisked: “*The above assessment procedure will allow 
occasionally some latitude to embrace other TDC corporate objectives”.  
That the asterisk be removed and added as paragraph e.  This was taken to 
the vote and lost. 

 

(h) Paragraph 13.  A Member questioned the criteria set out in the boxed table.  
In response, the Committee were advised that the figure of £60,000 was 
used by South West Homes if a different criteria was made it would be 
difficult to allocate intermediate affordable homes.  The 3-year ownership 
criteria was a definition taken from the CIL regulations and that the 80% 
market value would be largely self-policing although there would need a 
system put in place whereby the Council would be informed of any sale. 

 

(i) Paragraph 14.  In noting a suggestion for a more detailed description of 
„strong local connection‟ officers advised that the current proposal provided 
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a broad interpretation and a framework to make decisions on a case by 
case basis.   

 

It was proposed by Cllr Brodie and seconded by Cllr Dewhirst, that the 
following amendment be made to strong local connection as follows: 

 Add the word „close‟ to family association; 

 Remove „any periods‟ and add „more than 5 years of ordinary 
resident‟; 

 Additional wording: „current employment not less than 16 hours and 
not less than 2 years in neighbouring parishes. 

 

Another Members view that amending the wording could have a negative 
impact on those who were self-employed and may experience difficulty in 
providing evidence, that the current wording would again enable officers to 
make decisions on a case by case basis. 
 
The proposal was taken to the vote and lost. 
 

The Chairman reminded the Committee that they would also have an 
opportunity to make representations during the consultation period. 

 

(j) Paragraph 20 – it was suggested that permitted development rights could 
be removed from affordable housing to ensure they remained affordable.  
The Chairman asked that officers take the suggestion away for further 
consideration. 
  

(k) Paragraph 25(a) access.  A suggestion that the figure of 5% of homes 
should be wheelchair accessible, that this would provide the developer with 
a guide.  Members were advised that only a Local Plan could introduce 
requirements for disabled access beyond Building Regulations. 

 

(l) Paragraph 25(c) – a suggestion that the word „broadband‟ be included.  
Members were advised that there was no criteria under building regulations 
to supply broadband.   

 
A Member raised a question on whether there should be reference to when the 
policy would be reviewed.  In response, Members were advised that they would 
wish to consider this following the public consultation exercise.  
 
Resolved 

 
To endorse the draft Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document to 
the Executive, asking them to note the comments as detailed above.  
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5. HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 
Resolved 
 
That Cllr Amanda Ford be appointed to sit on the Health & Safety Committee. 
 

6. EXECUTIVE FORWARD PLAN 
 

Members noted the Executive Forward Plan for June 2015.   
 

7. FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME 
 
The Committee noted the items due to be considered at the next meeting:- 
 

 Sickness absence, this would form a report to the September meeting. 
 

 Living Wage – this item had been requested by Cllr Brodie. 
 

 Leisure Policy – Cllr Hook advised he would like to receive a report to the 
next meeting which provides information on where Section 106 and CIL 
monies are spent.  Members could then decide if they wished to undertake 
a working party to investigate any detailed issues arising from the report. 

 

 First Great Western – Cllr Prowse advised she had attended a recent 
stakeholder update presentation which she felt was of significant 
importance for the whole council, it was agreed this would be timetabled. 
 

 Redevelopment of Newton Abbot.  A suggestion that a workshop on the 
proposals and regular updates on the town centre are provided. 

 

 Enforcement – that regular updates are provided to the Committee. 
 
The Chairman advised he would ask the Group Leaders to appoint a Review 
Group to look at reviewing the car parking strategy.    

 
8. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
 The Chairman moved the following resolution: 
 
 “That under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and 

public be excluded from the meeting for the following item(s) of business on the 
grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in 
paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act” 
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9. INCREASING THE SUPPLY OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
 
Consideration was given a report which set out proposed actions to deliver 
affordable housing in Teignbridge.  Members were asked to comment on the 
short and medium term actions contained within Appendix 1 and to confirm that 
the options in Appendix 2 are not pursued. 
 
Recommended  
 
That the Executive be recommended to approve the short and medium term 
actions and that all contributions are ring fenced for affordable housing. 

 
 
 

 
MIKE HAINES 
Chairman 
 


