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ANNUAL COUNCIL  
 
9 MAY  2016 
 
 
Present:   
Councillors Austen, Barker, Brodie, Bullivant, Christophers, Clarance, Clemens, 
Colclough, Cook, Cox, Dennis, Dewhirst, Fusco, Golder, Grainger, Gribble, Haines, 
Hellier Laing, Hockin, Hocking, Hook, Johnson-King, Jones, Kerswell, Klinkenberg, 
Lake, Mayne, Nutley, Orme, Parker, Pilkington, Prowse, Price, Rollason, Russell, Smith, 
Thorne, Walters and Winsor 
 
Apologies:   
Councillors Bladon, Bromell, Connett, Ford, Goodey, Jeffrey and Matthews  
 
Also Present: 
Ms Bulbeck – Chief Executive 
Mr Shears – Deputy Chief Executive 
Mr Aggett – Monitoring Officer  
Mrs Corns – Democratic Services Officer 
 
 
1. RETIRING CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 

The retiring Chairman, Councillor Mike Hocking reflected on his year in office and 
the honour it had been to serve as the Council’s Chairman.   

 
 In total, £1,100 had been raised for The Helen Foundation.  He presented a 

cheque to Mr Roger and Mrs Annie Kirk, the founders of the Charity in 2006. Mr 
Kirk referred to the tenth anniversary of the charity this year and the thousands 
who had benefitted from the charity, the kind generosity of donators, and the 
support of many, including the Retiring Chairman, since the charity’s inception.  

 
 The retiring Chairman thanked the Reverend Jon Doble of The Avenue Church, 

Newton Abbot for being his Chaplain for the year.  He thanked his Consort  
 Mrs Carol Bunday for supporting him though his year as Chairman and at the 

many civic events they had attended on behalf of the Council. He also thanked 
his secretary for her assistance and support.  The retiring Chairman presented all 
with a gift of thanks. 
 

2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL 
 

The retiring Chairman invited nominations for a successor. 
 
Councillor Christophers proposed that Councillor Price is elected Chairman of the 
Council for the 2016/2017 municipal year.  
 
Councillor Gribble seconded the nomination. 
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Resolved 
 
That Councillor Graham Price is elected Chairman of the Council for the 
2016/2017 municipal year. 
 
The retiring Chairman handed over the chain of office to Councillor Price who 
then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
. 
 The new Chairman thanked fellow Members for electing him to the position of 
Chairman of the Council and was honoured and privileged to have been 
entrusted with the responsibility.  He advised that he would not have a Chaplain 
but that he would have a thought for the day to reflect upon at each Council 
meeting. His wife Christine would be his Consort. His charities would be the 
Dawlish Garden Trust, Volunteering in Health and THATs (Teignbridge 
Homeless Action Today).  
 
The Chairman thanked the retiring Chairman, and his consort, Mrs Bunday for 
representing the Council during the past year, and handed Councillor Hocking his 
Past Chairman’s Badge. The retiring consort passed the consort’s badge to the 
new consort, Mrs Price 
 
At this juncture the meeting adjourned for a short recess. The new Chairman 
reconvened the meeting.  
 

3.  ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL 
   

 The Chairman invited nominations for Vice-Chairman of the Council. 
 
 Councillor Hook, leader of the opposition, congratulated Councillor Price on his 

election as Chairman of the Council, and proposed that Councillor Nutley be 
elected to the position of Vice-Chairman of the Council for the 2016/2017 
municipal year. 

 
 Councillor Dewhirst seconded the proposal. 
  
 Resolved 
 
 That Councillor Nutley is elected Vice-Chairman of the Council for the 2016/2017 

municipal year. 
 
 Councillor Nutley thanked Members for electing him to the position of  

Vice-Chairman of the Council. He would support Councillor Price in any way that 
he could and would serve and represent the Council to the best of his ability.  

 
4. MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 23 February 2016 were approved as a 
correct and accurate record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman. 
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5.        CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 The Chairman made the following announcements:  

 “LGA Peer Challenge - The final report has now been received. It will be 
published on the Council’s website shortly and be shared with councillors, staff, 
partners and the media.  
 

 Teignbridge Electoral Review - The Local Government Boundary Commission 
for England has published the consultation about the review of Teignbridge ward 
boundaries. Details are available on the Commission’s website and members will 
be kept updated through the Members Newsletter.  
 

 Last Friday a Teignbridge recycling crew was working in Kingskerswell when 
they came across an elderly gentleman who had fallen down a flight of concrete 
steps. He was lying on the ground in great pain. 
 
As the two men could not locate any one at the house they called an ambulance 
and made him as comfortable as possible. Unfortunately he suffered multiple 
breaks, other cuts and abrasions, and remains in hospital awaiting surgery. 
The gentlemen’s neighbour has passed on the grateful thanks of the gentleman 
and his wife for the consideration and caring provided by Teignbridge staff. 
The neighbour notes that in a world of brickbats and poor service it is a 
refreshing change to encounter such care from Council staff. I am sure 
Councillors will want to add their own thanks  
  

 Connecting Devon & Somerset broadband project - At the end of scheduled 
business today the opportunity will be taken to brief Council on the possibilities of 
Teignbridge contributing to the Connecting Devon & Somerset Broadband 
Project.” 

 
6. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

7. EXECUTIVE 2016/17 
 
 The Leader advised that there was no change to the 2015/16 Deputy Leader and 

Executive appointments, and Portfolio Holder assignments would continue for the 
2016/17 municipal year, as follows:  

 Councillor Christophers (Leader) – Strategic Direction 

 Councillor Gribble (Deputy Leader) – Recreation & Leisure 

 Councillor Barker – Corporate Resources 

 Councillor Clemens – Housing & Planning 

 Councillor Goodey – Community Neighbourhoods 

 Councillor Hellier Laing – Economy Skills & Tourism 

 Councillor Lake – Environment Services 

 Councillor Russell – Health & Wellbeing 
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8.        PUBLIC QUESTIONS UNDER COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 4.5(J) 
   

 There were no public questions. 
 

9.  COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS UNDER COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 4.5(K) 
  

  There were no Councillor questions.  
 
10. NOTICES OF MOTION UNDER COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 4.5(L) 
 
 There were no Notices of Motion.  
 
11.      COMMITTEE APPOINMENTS AND POLITICAL BALANCE  
 
 The Chairman referred to the report circulated with the agenda.  
 
 It was proposed by the Leader, seconded by Councillor Barker and unanimously 
 
 Resolved 
 

(a) That the committee places be approved as set out in Table A of the report. 
 

(b) That the allocation of seats for the committee places be approved as set out   
in Tables A and B and that appointments and substitute Members be 
approved as advised by the Group Leaders, details of which will be circulated 
at the meeting.  

 
          The Committee Membership was noted as circulated at the meeting.  
 
 Chairmen and Vice Chairmen were appointed by the Committees as follows: 
 
 Resolved 
 
 Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
  Chairman – Councillor Haines 
  Vice Chairman – Councillor Bullivant 
 
 Planning Committee  
 Chairman – Councillor Smith 
 Vice Chairman – Councillor Kerswell 
 
          Regulatory and Appeal Committee 
 Chairman – Councillor Klinkenberg 
 Vice Chairman – Councillor Dennis 
 
          Licensing Act Sub Committee 
 Chairman - Councillor Hockin 
 Vice Chairman – Councillor Dennis 
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          Audit Scrutiny Sub Committee 
 Chairman – Councillor Clemens 
 Vice Chairman – Councillor Hockin 
 
12.     CONNECTING DEVON AND SOMERSET BROADBAND PROJECT 
 

The Deputy Chief Executive introduced Ms Sofie Francis from Devon County 
Council who gave a presentation on Phase 2 of the Connecting Devon and 
Somerset Broadband Project. The aim of Phase 2 is to increase the average 
coverage for the two counties with superfast broadband from 90%, achieved with 
Phase, to 95% with speeds of over 24 Mbps and that all premises have at least 2 
Mbps by the end of 2016. The Economic benefits of superfast broadband include 
creating jobs and safeguarding current employment, and amounts to £20 to 
every £1 contributed to the project. Some 12,500 premises in the Teignbridge 
area cannot connect to superfast broadband and the harder to reach areas 
include Dartmoor. The contract for Phase 1 of the project was awarded to BT. 
Phase 2 of the programme is already live on Dartmoor and Exmoor and this was 
let to Airband to deliver the harder to reach areas. Estimated costs per premises 
are £800 to £1,200 due to the fact that the majority are in the harder to reach 
areas. However, until the contract is awarded the outputs are not guaranteed. 
Due to EU procurement processes the contract sum cannot be varied which 
prevents an opt-in opportunity later. Should Teignbridge wish to contribute 
additional funding to the programme a decision to invest some £500,000 is 
required before the tender process.  
 
Other funding pots that the project could apply to include: the European 
Investment Fund, ERDF funding, external investment, and investment by Parish 
and Town Councils. Contribution from the Council would be used only to fund the 
Teignbridge area.  
 
Comments made by Members included: 95% is the average rate across Devon 
and Cornwall and could not be guaranteed for Teignbridge; how would the other 
5% be connected; current society expects access by all to the internet and the 
utility is essential; the process of connecting all premises to superfast broadband 
should be promoted and accelerated; it should be a standard facility provision for 
all new homes; the connection of 12,500 premises for £500,000 is a small impact 
and is there a guarantee that all premises would be covered as a result of the 
Council’s contribution; mobile phone providers should also be pushed to provide 
coverage when there are several areas of Teignbridge that have very low or no 
coverage; businesses rely on broadband being efficient and may take their 
business elsewhere if the provision hampers business;  the areas where it would 
be rolled out should be identified; there should be an insistence on the provision 
to standards; what opportunities are there for ensuring the facility through 
Neighbourhood Plans and Community Infrastructure Levy funds;  and new 
homes should be provided with broadband as a fourth facility along with gas, 
electric and water.  
 
It was noted that the identification of premises that would be covered is 
commercially sensitive information; businesses would not wish to set up or 
remain in the area without superfast broadband; the economic development 
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activity is in need of the utility; the procurement process would involve engaging 
with market providers as to what they could provide given the financial provision.  

  
It was agreed that further information was required and a report be considered by 
Council at a future meeting to include budgetary implications, how the remaining 
households (5% approx) will be provided for, and opportunities to request the 
facility through neighbourhood plans and CIL funds. 

 
13. SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
 
 Resolved 
 

The Common Seal of the Council be affixed any document or documents 
necessary to give effect to the resolutions passed by the Council at this meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GRAHAM  PRICE 
Chairman 
 


