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COUNCIL  
 
6 JUNE 2016 
 
 
Present:   
Councillor Price (Chairman) 
Councillor Nutley (Vice Chairman) 
Councillors Austen, Barker, Brodie, Bromell, Bullivant, Christophers, Clarance, 
Clemens, Colclough, Connett, Cook, Cox, Dennis, Dewhirst, Golder, Goodey, Gribble, 
Haines, Hellier-Laing, Hocking, Hook, Johnson-King, Jones, Kerswell, Klinkenberg, 
Mayne, Parker, Pilkington, Prowse, Rollason, Russell, Smith, Thorne, Walters and 
Winsor 
 
Apologies:   
Councillors Ford, Fusco, Grainger, Hockin, Jeffrey, Lake, Matthews and Orme. 
 
Also Present: 
Ms Bulbeck – Chief Executive 
Mrs Davies – Solicitor 
Mr Shears – Deputy Chief Executive 
Mrs Tucker – Service Lead Financial Services  
 
 
35.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR GEOFF BLADON 
 

 The meeting stood in silence in memory of District Councillor Geoff Bladon.  Cllr 
Jeremy Christophers addressed the meeting to pay tribute to Cllr Bladon, 
highlighting his forthright nature and tireless work representing Teignmouth 
Central Ward.    
 

36.  MINUTES 
   

  The minutes of the Council meeting held on 9 May 2016 were approved as a 
correct and were signed by the Chairman. 

 
37. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 There were no Chairman’s announcements. 
 
38. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
39. PUBLIC QUESTIONS UNDER COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 4.5(J) 
 
 There were no public questions. 
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40. COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS UNDER COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 4.5(K) 
 
 There were no Councillor questions. 

  
41. NOTICES OF MOTION UNDER COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 4.5(L) 
  

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Councillor Hook and supported 
by Councillors Brodie, Dewhirst, Parker, Nutley and Rollason: 
 
“The Council will as a matter of urgency, review all chemicals, pesticides and 
weed killers it currently uses and remove from use any known neonicitinoids and 
glyphosates, and indeed any other such chemical based products which are 
harmful to either man or animals”. 

 
In speaking to the Notice of Motion, Councillor Hook hoped for cross-party 
support for his motion and for Teignbridge to lead the way across the 
Westcountry.  He advised that neonicotinoids and glyphosates destroy bees and 
encouraged the Council to sign up to the pollinators charter.  
 
The Portfolio Holder for Recreation & Leisure advised that the Council had not 
used neonicotinoids for six years, he proposed that the matter be referred to the 
Executive for debate. 
 
The Chairman advised that the Notice of Motion would be referred to the 
Executive for consideration.   
 

42. CONNECTING DEVON AND SOMERSET BROADBAND PROJECT 
   

The Deputy Chief Executive referred to the Connecting Devon & Somerset 
(CDS) project which was seeking an additional financial contribution from 
Teignbridge to enhance their Phase 2 Superfast Broadband programme. He 
advised that consultation with Devon County Council was ongoing, that an 
investment of £500,000 would deliver over 95% delivery of superfast broadband 
across Devon and Somerset, although we was unable to guarantee a 95% 
coverage within the district of Teignbridge.   Further, that the report did not 
contain any fixed recommendations from officers, Council was being asked to 
consider the various options and to make a decision based on the information 
provided. 
 
In response to a question, the Deputy Chief Executive advised that no other 
district had yet signed up to provide additional financial support.  Further, that 
coverage would not guarantee all industrial estates would be serviced by 
superfast broadband, this would be a commercial decision by the developer. 
 
During discussion, particular reference was made to:- 
 
(a) disappointment that the whole of Newton Abbot would not be covered by 

superfast broadband, it was suggested this was vital to the economy of the 
area; 
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(b) a suggestion that the Council could have replicated the model undertaken 
by Bath & North East Somerset Council; 

 
(c) broadband being critically important for businesses and homeowners, that 

there was a need to lobby government and the district’s MP’s to ensure all 
developers are required to install the appropriate infrastructure for superfast 
broadband when developing sites; 

 
(d) a suggestion that the decision be delayed until the certainty of how any 

investment would benefit Teignbridge; 
 
(e) It was proposed by Cllr Hook that given the current uncertainty surrounding 

superfast broadband and knowing that BT was returning profit to the 
programme, the Council reserves judgement in proceeding with the 
proposal until greater clarity on how and where the money would benefit 
Teignbridge residents was known.  Also that the Council approach its MP’s 
to explore with the Department of Local Government a new planning 
guideline empowering local authorities that broadband is an essential utility 
of any planning application.  This proposal was put to the vote, but lost. 

 
(f) concerns that not enough detail was known, and a proposal that only 

£250,000 was committed to the project. 

In response to questions the Deputy Chief Executive advised that if the Council 
missed the current tender process, it could not join the scheme at a later stage.   
 
The Leader of the Council advised that the Council was committed to providing 
100% coverage of broadband, that the proposal before Council reflected a 
pragmatic investment.  He supported that the suggestion of an investment of 
£250,000 would enable the Council to be involved.   
 
The Service Lead for Financial Services advised that the Council would need to 
consider what projects within the Capital Programme would be delayed to 
provide funding for the broadband project. 
 
Resolved 

 
(i) To commit funding to the Superfast Broadband to the CDS Phase 2 

programme; 
 
(ii) To confirm an investment of £250,000 and to delegate the signing of the 

collaboration agreement to the Deputy Chief Executive  in consultation with 
the Leader of Council and the Portfolio Holder for Economy, Skills & 
Tourism, 

 
(iii) To finance the programme through capital receipts.  
 
(iv) Using the detail in Appendix 2 that the Neighbourhood Planning Officer be 

tasked to consider options for broadband on a collaborative basis.   
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43. SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
 
 Resolved 
 

The Common Seal of the Council be affixed any document or documents 
necessary to give effect to the resolutions passed by the Council at this meeting. 

 
 

 
GRAHAM  PRICE 
Chairman 
 


