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COUNCIL  
 
4 APRIL 2016 
 
 
Present:   
Councillor Hocking (Chairman) 
Councillor Prowse (Vice Chairman) 
Councillors Austen, Brodie, Bromell, Bullivant, Christophers, Clarance, Clemens, 
Connett, Cook, Cox, Dennis, Dewhirst, Ford, Golder, Goodey, Grainger, Haines,  
Hellier Laing, Hockin, Hook, Jeffrey, Johnson-King, Kerswell, Klinkenberg, Lake, 
Mayne, Parker, Pilkington, Price, Russell, Smith, Thorne, Walters and Winsor 
 
Apologies:   
Councillors  Barker, Bladon, Colclough, Fusco, Gribble, Jones, Matthews,  
Nutley, Orme and Rollason 
 
Also Present: 
Ms Bulbeck – Chief Executive 
Mr Aggett – Monitoring Officer  
Mrs Corns – Democratic Services Officer 
 
 
 
381. MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 23 February 2016 were approved as a 
correct and accurate record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman. 
 

382. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

383.    PUBLIC QUESTIONS UNDER COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 4.5(J) 
   

 There were no public questions. 
 

384.  COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS UNDER COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 4.5(K) 
 
 Councillor questions were submitted in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 

4.5(K) as follows.  
 
 Questions from Councillor Dewhirst 

 
Q1.  On 6th January Cllr Christophers, commenting on the failure of the 
Kerbside Waste Collection Service to handle the new system and the litter 
and waste it was producing around our villages, wrote: “I feel in general 
that we should allow a month to enable a clear up before deciding on 
whether a report is required.   I hope that you agree that that would be a 
reasonable approach.”    Does he still feel that this is the case and in the 
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light of the level of litter and detritus that now blights the whole of our 
District would he care to recommend that Overview & Scrutiny urgently 
look at the problem? 
 
Answer by the Leader of the Council  
 
We continue to work hard in tackling litter on a number of fronts. The 2016/17 
Recycling Guide has been delivered to all properties in the district during March.  
This contains advice on how best to present recycling containers (stacked with 
paper bag or food basket used as lid/weight) and help minimise the chances of 
windblown materials from recycling collections.  
 
 Collection crews are instructed to collect any materials they spill or encounter 
and our street cleansing teams will respond to clear any specific litter issues 
reported. 

The Blitz Team work hard to remove fly tipping, litter and graffiti to ensure that 
Teignbridge is kept as clean as possible. They can phone the Environmental 
Hotline on 0800 328 6402 to report an incident to them. 

The public can play a role too in telling us about any littering they see. The 
easiest way to report a litter problem to us is by visiting our website 
www.teignbridge.gov.uk/litter   
 
With regards to an Overview & Scrutiny review it is open to any councillor to raise 
it at the Overview & Scrutiny Committee. 
 
In a supplementary question, Councillor Dewhirst asked if the Leader would like 
to raise the issue of litter in the area at the Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 
 
The Leader referred to the unusually strong winds and the successful work of 
staff of the Blitz Team in clearing consequential windblown litter and recyclables. 
The Overview and Scrutiny Committee had the option of scrutinising and 
reviewing the issue through a Review Group if it deemed necessary. 
 
Q2.    Does Councillor Lake, the Portfolio holder for Environment Services, 
think that he is “on top of” his portfolio and if so who would he blame for 
the unprecedented level of litter in our towns, villages and countryside? 
 
Answer by the Portfolio Holder for Environmental Services 
 
Yes, I am confident that I am on top of my portfolio and do not attribute blame to 
anyone.  
 
Teignbridge’s waste and cleansing services work hard to keep Teignbridge tidy, 
by street cleansing and clearing litter in towns, villages and the countryside.  
Cleansing teams carry out a rolling programme of litter clearances along 
carriageways under our responsibility and operate mechanical, vehicular and 
pedestrian sweepers, working to set rotas whilst responding to specific incidents 
and prioritising based on inspections by supervisors.   
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Teignbridge is committed to keeping the district clean and safe for our residents 
and visitors. 
 
Following the introduction of guidance to help ensure safe cleansing on high 
speed roads (A38, A30, A380) we have suspended the way in which we have 
traditionally cleared these roads. This guidance is intended to minimise the risk of 
operatives being struck by a third party vehicle potentially causing death or 
serious injury to them.  We are working with all relevant agencies and other 
authorities to ensure continued safe clearing of these roads.  We will continue to 
clear the lay-bys as we have done previously. 
 
Teignbridge works hard to play its part but so too does the public. We need 
everyone to take their litter home with them because it’s better for the 
environment, economy and local communities.  
 
Teignbridge’s new ten year strategy clearly identifies the ‘clean scene’ project 
which will expand on the work currently undertaken and develop educational 
campaigns, community group working and enforcement activities. 
 
Councillor Dewhirst asked a supplementary question of whether the issue was 
being promoted sufficiently so that the public are advised on how to stack 
recycling boxes, to help minimise the chances of windblown materials from 
recycling collections. He quoted recent DEFRA recycling statistics indicating that 
in 2010, the Council was rated 13th nationally with a 57% recycling rate, 
compared with recent corresponding figures of 46th and 53.7%.  
 
The Portfolio Holder, Councillor Lake advised that a written answer would be 
given for any issues raised in the supplementary question that were not 
sufficiently answered in the circulated answers as detailed above.  
 
Q3.  Can Cllr Kevin Lake, the Portfolio Holder for Environment Services, 
outline what steps he is taking to clean up the unprecedented level of litter 
that now disfigures the A381 from Newton Abbot to Red Post?  
 
Answer by the Portfolio Holder for Environmental Services  
 
Clearance work on this section of road happens fortnightly, on a rolling 
programme.  The last clearance was on the 1st April (a slight delay due to bank 
holidays).  
 
The length, nature and usage of this section of road means that it cannot be 
cleared in its entirety during each scheduled visit.  On average it takes three 
visits to complete this section of road as we avoid peak usage times to prevent 
traffic congestion. 
 
If people notice litter beside the road we would encourage them to report it to us 
so we can take action and get it cleared up. The easiest way to report a litter 
problem to us is by visiting out website www.teignbridge.gov.uk/litter.  We will 
also take enforcement action against the minority of people caught dropping litter 
which can involve court proceedings and significant fines.  
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By way of a supplementary question, Councillor Dewhirst enquired when the 
other side of the A381 would be cleared of litter. He complimented the work of 
staff for the litter clearing process for the one side of the road. He also passed on 
the Parish Council’s compliments and thanks.  
 
In response, Councillor Lake advised that the road is cleared on a regular basis. 
As usual the Easter bank holidays had affected the schedule. He also reiterated 
reference to recent guidance from the Health and Safety Executive which was 
being examined in relation to the safe clearing of main roads, as detailed in the 
response to question 2 above.  
 
Question from Councillor Connett 
 
Q1.  To help protect Devon's heritage, will the Portfolio Holder agree to 
review the Council's street signs policy to ensure 'locally known' road 
names are also signed and not consigned to history? 
 
Answer by the Leader of the Council 
 
The Leader commented that the best way forward in relation to particular roads 
or streets in a particular town or village, which he understood was the situation in 
this case and in relation to Councillor Connett’s question, is for a specific request 
to be submitted to deal with a particular street or road.  
 
Councillor Connett asked a supplementary question of the Leader inviting the 
Leader to meet with him on site in Kenton to discuss the particular issues.  
 
The Leader advised that he was happy to meet with Cllr Connett in Kenton, to 
resolve the particular issues and he did not consider there was a need for a 
street naming policy review. 

  
385. NOTICES OF MOTION UNDER COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 4.5(L) 
 
 There were no Notices of Motion.  
 
386.  PEER CHALLENGE AND THE COUNCIL’S TEN YEAR STRATEGY  

2016-2025 
 

The Monitoring Officer referred to the tabled report which updated members on 
the feedback from the Peer Challenge process on the Council’s Ten Year 
Strategy. The report detailed the relevant extracts from the draft Peer Challenge 
report, dated March 2016, and suggested a process, so that these could be 
considered before the Council approved the adoption of the Strategy. 
 
Following discussion it was: 
 

  Resolved 
a) That the 10 Year Strategy 2016 – 2025 be approved subject to (b) below.  
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b) That the Chief Executive, in consultation with the three group leaders, 
approve any changes to the document to reflect the Peer Challenge team’s 
recommendations on the strategy, subject to unanimous agreement on any 
amendments. 
 
c) That points in the Peer Challenge team’s draft report, about issues like 
publicity and engagement, funding and a performance framework, be the subject 
of reports to the Executive and Overview & Scrutiny for consideration. 
 
d)  That the full and final report of the Peer Challenge team be published, in due 
course, in line with LGA practice.  
 
(Carried by 33 votes for and 2 against). 
 
 

387. SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
 
 Resolved 
 

The Common Seal of the Council be affixed any document or documents 
necessary to give effect to the resolutions passed by the Council at this meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MIKE HOCKING 
Chairman 
 


