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COUNCIL  
 
8 DECEMBER 2015 
 
 
Present:   
Councillor Hocking (Chairman) 
Councillor Prowse (Vice Chairman) 
Councillors Austen, Barker, Bladon, Brodie, Bromell, Bullivant, Christophers, 
Clarance, Clemens, Colclough, Connett, Cook, Cox, Dennis, Dewhirst, Ford, 
Goodey, Grainger, Gribble, Hellier Laing, Hook, Jeffrey, Johnson-King, Kerswell, 
Klinkenberg, Lake, Matthews, Mayne, Nutley, Pilkington, Price, Rollason, Russell, 
Smith, Thorne and Walters. 
 
Apologies:   
Councillors Fusco, Golder, Haines, Hockin, Jones, Orme, Parker and Winsor. 
 
Also Present: 
Ms Bulbeck – Chief Executive 
Mr Shears – Deputy Chief Executive 
Mr Aggett – Monitoring Officer  
Mr McKenzie – Democratic & Electoral Services Officer 
 
 
231.  MINUTES 
   

  The minutes of the Council meeting held on 23 November 2015 were 
approved as a correct and accurate record of the meeting, and signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
232. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 The Chairman made the following announcements: 
 

 Syrian Refugee Petition – he had received a 267 name petition calling 
for Teignbridge to house 50 refugee families.  Members had been 
previously notified of this in October via the Members’ Newsletter.  The 
Council had continued discussions with other Devon authorities as to 
how they might respond to the Government’s decision to provide 
refuge for 20,000 vulnerable Syrian people.  They would have 5 year 
humanitarian protection visas the councils were awaiting clarification 
as to the funding arrangements for this period of time.  Council would 
not be able to make a decision on its own and would require 
discussions with Devon County for the wrap around support package 
which may be required.  It was anticipated that a report would be 
considered by the Executive in the New Year. 
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The Leader of the Council advised that he Housing Department was inviting 
expressions of interest from private sector landlords to put forward properties 
for occupation by Syrian families; the advice from Government was for families 
to occupy an entire property rather than be hosted by individuals.  The work 
had been made a priority ready for implementation as soon as the decision 
making process had been completed. 
 

 Teignbridge Sports Personality of the Year Awards – the Chairman 
submitted he had been proud to attend what had been a unique 
celebration of local sport and on behalf of the Council thanked all 
officers that had been involved in making the event such a success. 

 
At this juncture, Councillor Gribble – Portfolio Holder for Recreation & Leisure 
presented a cheque to the Chairman from the Sports Personality of the Year 
event to the Chairman’s Charity – The Helen Foundation totalling £545.00. 
 

 Teignbridge’s Talking Business Conference – an event was held at 
Exeter Racecourse with keynote speaker Rob Holmes, founder of the 
Gro Company delivering a speech of his entrepreneurial zest, 
explaining how he went from owning a nightclub to monopolising the 
‘baby sleeping products’ market.  Attendees were able to network and 
find out additional information on how their businesses could adapt and 
become more effective in their relevant markets.  A similar event would 
be planned in the future. 

 

 South West Local Authority Challenge Cup – Teignbridge had fielded 
two teams in the South West Local Authority Challenge which saw 22 
teams from councils across the south west competing against each 
other for the new South West Local Authority Challenge Cup.  One 
Teignbridge team was made up of Teignbridge colleagues and the 
other jointly with Exeter and East Devon Councils.  The winning team 
of the first ever cup was the partnership team with judges being 
impressed by their creativity and ability to work together.  The 
Teignbridge team also secured joint 3rd place.  The Chairman offered 
his congratulations to all concerned. 

   
The Chairman advised of his intention to take the previously listed agenda 
Item 13 as agenda Item 8a due to the information no longer being considered 
confidential and exempt. 

 
233. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
234. PUBLIC QUESTIONS UNDER COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 4.5(J) 
 
 There were no public questions. 
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235. COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS UNDER COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 4.5(K) 
 
  There were no Councillor questions. 

  
236. NOTICES OF MOTION UNDER COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 4.5(L) 
  
 There were no Notices of Motion. 
  
237.    DEVOLUTION UPDATE  

 
The Leader advised that the last meeting of the Heart of South West had also 
been attended by the Clinical Commissioning Group.  There was now a level 
of commitment across the south west working towards a tight timescale for a 
submission to Government. 
 
During discussion the following points were made: 
 

 Councillor Hook welcomed attempts to see further cooperation where 
possible but questioned whether inserting an additional layer of 
potential bureaucracy was the right thing to do and how much it would 
cost.  He also wished to see environmental aspects given further 
prominence in the evolving plans. 

 
Councillor Christophers submitted that environmental issues had been 
addressed in the section on ‘Flood & Coastal’ which would improve the 
coordination between authorities on the issue.  Exeter City was also looking to 
lead on environmental innovation.  Introducing the possibility of a combined 
authority with an elected mayor would increase the likelihood of greater 
funding and that was the message being received from Government. 
 

 Councillor Rollason submitted he was concerned with the lack of 
engagement of the public on the matter of devolution and suggested 
that any proposal should have the rights of smaller councils built into it 
should they decide to be part of the project and how, if they were, they 
might exit it; 

 

 Councillor Brodie welcomed authorities working together but 
considered there to be a lack of information relating to several issues 
including housing and health; where additional funding would come 
from and how Members in general could feed into the process; 

 

 Councillor Dewhirst submitted that any new information relating to 
devolution would be circulated to Members however in this instance 
information had only been made available to Members on the day of 
the meeting. 

 
The Chief Executive advised that information tabled at the meeting had been 
received the previous day and she and the Monitoring Officer had made the 
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decision to circulate to Members having already been sent to the Group 
Leaders and Executive Members for dissemination within their respective 
political groups. 
 
Councillor Barker reminded Members that the information before them was an 
update on the current position and that any decision would be made by 
Council sometime in January 2016.  In terms of funding, devolution would 
allow Councils to receive monies direct instead of funds being sent to one 
body such as the NHS which in the past could be top sliced before being 
distributed amongst the intended recipients. 
 
In concluding, the Leader submitted that this was a strategic document 
encompassing a number of differing organisations.  A lot of work was being 
undertaken to get it right for authorities and right for the people they 
represented.  If Members had any additional comments they wished to make, 
they could be sent to the Devolution Link Officer, Neil Aggett. 

 
238a. PLANNING UNIFORM CONVERGENCE 
 

Members considered a report which advised that at the Strata Joint Executive 
Committee (JEC) on the 24th November 2015 it was agreed that the JEC 
would seek Council approval to fund a Strata project to consolidate on the 
Idox Uniform software. This paper outlines the costs and benefits to the 
council. 
 
The Deputy Chief Executive advised that Strata had worked on a business 
case previously approved by the Council including the convergence of 
planning software.  It was agreed that three Councils would consolidate the 
planning systems into one.  The expenditure required was £55,928 over three 
years.  The final page of the agenda report listed the savings that would be 
realised - £100,000 from £56,000 investment with the opportunity for further 
savings to be made from other projects. 
 
Councillor Dewhirst submitted that the report had been considered by the 
Strata Executive Committee at which incorrect figures had been used.  He 
thanked the Chief Executive at Teignbridge for ensuring the correct figure had 
been used. 
 
Councillor Prowse, Chairman of the Strata Overview & Scrutiny Committee 
had considered the report and found there to be no problems.  They would be 
changing the way they looked at topics which would be prior to the JEC rather 
than after. 
 
Resolved 
 
That he Council approve the Teignbridge share of the capital cost of £55,928 
over the 3 year period 15/16 to 17/18 from revenue contributions to fund the 
Idox consolidation proposal. 
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239.    NEWTON ABBOT TOWN CENTRE  
  
 Members considered a report detailed the research and evidence provided by 

consultants Montagu Evans in Part II of the agenda report detailing the 
financial viability of the Property to be acquired.   

  
 The Deputy Chief Executive advised that Montagu Evans had been asked to 

lead on the delivery options for town centre regeneration and their commercial 
expertise would help promote and facilitate the major redevelopment of the 
town centre for the benefit of its residents and investigate the options for 
regeneration of the wider town.  The work accorded with the Teignbridge Local 
Plan which had a requirement and vision of regeneration of Newton Abbot. 

 
 During discussion the following points were made: 
 

 Councillor Connett submitted that had the opportunity arisen during his 
tenure as Leader of Teignbridge District Council he would have seized 
the opportunity to purchase the Property in question.  He stated there 
were some issues within the Part II report that required further 
clarification but the objectives of the report wholeheartedly met with his 
approval. 

 

 Councillor Hook had initially had some reservations however after 
speaking with officers those fears had been allayed.  He was fully 
committed to the proposals and was very much in favour of what was 
proposed which was an opportunity that should not be missed.  He 
would welcome regular updates to Members on the progress of the 
project; 

 
Councillor Christophers thanked opposition Members for their support and 
thanked officers and Montagu Evans for the hard work that had been 
undertaken thus far.  Timing was everything and he suggested the project was 
right for Newton Abbot and would build on the successes of the newly 
established University Technical College.  He proposed that Council move into 
Part II to enable further discussion. 

 
240. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS & PUBLIC 
 
 The Chairman recommended that the following resolution be approved: 
 

"That under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 the Press 
and Public be excluded from the meeting for the following item(s) of business 
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on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as 
defined in paragraphs 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act". 
 
In speaking to the recommendation, Councillor Hook challenged the need to 
move into Part II session.  He submitted that people should be able to 
consider, and deserved to know, how their money was being spent.  He 
sought further clarification; Members had considered a report in Part I with the 
financial details contained within Part II for commercial reasons.  The first item 
on the agenda in Part II regarding the ‘Summer Event’ he could see no reason 
for it not being considered in the public domain.  He moved strongly that 
Members did not move into Part II to consider agenda Item 11 – Summer 
Event, and in the event that it could not all be considered in Part I, a large 
section of it should be. 
 
Councillor Connett seconded the proposal to consider agenda Item 11 in Part 
I.  He had attended the Council offices between 2 and 5 p.m. yesterday having 
read the background papers relating to the report.  An email from the Solicitor 
to the Council dated 24 November to a Teignbridge officer stated that that he 
would prefer the report as drafted to be in Part I and Members be given the 
costs on a confidential basis.  He did not consider any other matters should be 
classed as confidential or exempt in nature.  Given that the report was listed in 
Part II, Councillor Connett submitted he had expect to find an explicit request 
from the third party requesting that such information be treated as confidential 
at a meeting of the Council but he did not. 
 
In concluding, Councillor Connett had noted there was an email to an officer 
that highlighted that a Member of public had emailed an officer of the host 
organisations that they had heard there was to be a summer event and asked 
if there was any truth in the matter.  On that basis he suggested that the basis 
of the report was already in the public domain and therefore everything else 
should continue to be.  He could see no other qualification or support for the 
report being exempt except for the fact that the third party could have 
requested it which they had not. 
 
The Chief Executive advised that she had personally attended a meeting with 
the organising body together with the Leader and it had been requested, 
directly and clearly that information should remain confidential at least until 
early to mid-January.  Everything was to play for they had been clear that the 
matter should be regarded as strictly confidential.  She did not have this in 
writing but had been told direct. 
 
At this juncture, the Monitoring Officer circulated an aide memoir concerning 
confidential information. 
 
The Leader in responding submitted that the two reports listed in Part II of the 
agenda were completely different in nature.  He prided himself on the 
partnership working that the Council had been a part of since his time as 
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leader and that if required to keep information confidential, it would remain so 
until such time as it was appropriate for it to enter the public domain. 
 
The Solicitor to the Council advised Members that Councillor Connett had 
represented him correctly and that he was not party to any further discussion.  
He submitted that he had heard the clear advice given by the Chief Executive 
following her discussion with the third party to keep information confidential 
and was content with this stance. 
 
Councillor Hook stated that following conversations with the Local 
Government Association he was of the opinion that at least some of the 
information contained within Part II could and should have been considered in 
public session.  It was in the public interest that the item be considered in Part 
I and requested that a recorded vote be taken on that basis. 
 
With five Members standing in support of a recorded vote, the results were as 
follows: 
 
For the proposal:  Councillors Brodie, Connett, Cook, Cox, Dewhirst, Hocking, 
Hook, Nutley, Pilkington and Rollason (10) 
 
Against the proposal:  Councillors Austen, Barker, Bladon, Bullivant, 
Christophers, Clarance, Clemens, Colclough, Dennis, Ford, Goodey, 
Grainger, Gribble, Hellier Laing, Jeffery, Johnson-King, Kerswell, Klinkenberg, 
Lake, Matthews, Mayne, Price, Prowse, Russell, Smith, Thorne and Walters 
(27) 
 
Abstentions:  Councillor Bromell (1) 
 
The proposal having been lost, the Chairman put that the recommendation to 
move into private session.  With five members standing in support of a 
recorded vote, the results were as follows: 
 
For the proposal:  Austen, Barker, Bladon, Bullivant, Christophers, Clarance, 
Clemens, Colclough, Dennis, Ford, Goodey, Grainger, Gribble, Hellier Laing, 
Jeffery, Johnson-King, Kerswell, Klinkenberg, Lake, Matthews, Mayne, Price, 
Prowse, Russell, Smith, Thorne and Walters (27) 
 
Against the proposal:  Councillors Brodie, Connett, Cook, Cox, Dewhirst, 
Hocking, Hook, Nutley, Pilkington and Rollason (10) 
 
Abstentions:  Councillor Bromell (1) 
 
The proposal having been won, it was 
 
Resolved 
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That under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 the Press 
and Public be excluded from the meeting for the following item(s) of business 
on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as 
defined in paragraphs 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act 

 
241. SUMMER EVENT 
 
 Members considered a request for funding towards hosing a summer event 

within Teignbridge. 
 
 Having listened to a presentation and considered the evidence, it was 
 
 Resolved 
 

(a) a budget be allocated, matched by the partner authority, to enable the host 
organisation to hold to hold a summer event within Teignbridge with other 
events in Teignbridge and the surrounding areas to be funded from general 
revenue reserves; and  

 
(b) The Chief Executive and Leader be authorised to negotiate and complete 

all necessary agreements and external funding arrangements and to enter 
into contract with the host organisation and partners. 

 
242. NEWTON ABBOT TOWN CENTRE 
 
 Members considered the Part II report and the financial details contained 

within. 
 
 At this juncture the Chairman moved that Council move back into Part I and 

take the recommendations as listed at agenda Item 9. 
 
 Resolved 
 

(a) That the purchase of a property in Newton Abbot on terms advised by the 
Council’s Development Surveyor, Montagu Evans set out in Part II of the 
agenda in order to enhance the Council’s land holding to facilitate 
regeneration be approved; 

 
(b) that the revised Minimum Revenue Provision Statement at Appendix 2 of 

Part II of the agenda and the revised Prudential Indicators at Appendix 4 of 
Part II of the agenda be approved;  

 
(c) that the use of prudential borrowing to fund the purchase if necessary be 

approved.  
 
(d) that a working budget line of £150k pa for the future management of the 

property to be funded from the net rental streams generated be provided; 
and 
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(e) that a 2016/17 budget provision of £150k for professional services for a 

development strategy and delivery options for the town centre 
redevelopment project be approved. 

 
243. SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
 
 Resolved 
 

The Common Seal of the Council be affixed any document or documents 
necessary to give effect to the resolutions passed by the Council at this 
meeting. 
 
 

MIKE HOCKING 
Chairman 


