
 

 
 

COUNCIL  
 
19 MAY 2015 
 
 
Present:   
Councillors Austen, Barker, Bladon, Brodie, Bullivant, Christophers, Clarance, 
Clemens, Colclough, Connett, Cook, Cox, Dennis, Dewhirst, Ford, Fusco, Golder, 
Goodey, Grainger, Gribble, Haines, Hockin, Hocking, Hook, Jeffrey, Johnson-King, 
Jones,  Klinkenberg, Lake, Matthews, Nutley, Orme, Parker, Pilkington, Price, 
Prowse, Rollason, Russell, Smith, Thorne and Walters. 
 
Apologies:   
Councillors Bromell, Hellier Laing, Kerswell, Mayne and Winsor. 
 
Also Present: 
Anthony Ballinger – Retiring Chairman 
Eileen Ballinger – Retiring Chairman’s Escort 
Carol Bunday – New Chairman’s Escort 
 
 
1. RETIRING CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 

The retiring Chairman, Anthony Ballinger congratulated Members on being 
returned or elected following the recent District elections held on 7 May.  He 
praised Council staff for making Members’ roles that much easier to 
discharge.  He thanked the Chairman’s Secretary, Trish Corns for her help 
and assistance over the past year and also his wife and consort, Mrs Eileen 
Ballinger for supporting him at the many civic events they had attended on 
behalf of the Council.  He presented both with a gift of thanks. 
 

2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL 
 

The retiring Chairman invited nominations for a successor. 
 
Councillor Connett proposed that Councillor Mike Hocking be elected 
Chairman of the Council for the 2015/2016 municipal year.  On behalf of 
Members he thanked the retiring Chairman for the amount of work both he 
and Mrs Ballinger had put into the role in representing Teignbridge around the 
County. 
 
Councillor Haines seconded the nomination and expressed his thanks to the 
retiring Chairman. 
 
Resolved 
 
That Councillor Mike Hocking be elected Chairman of the Council for the 
2015/2016 municipal year. 
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The retiring Chairman handed over the chain of office to Councillor Mike 
Hocking who then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  The new 
Chairman thanked fellow Members for electing him to the position of Chairman 
of the Council and was honoured to have been entrusted with the 
responsibility.  He advised that his Chaplain would be the Revd John Doble of 
the Avenue Methodist Church, Newton Abbot and that his partner, Mrs Carol 
Bunday would be his consort. 
 
The Chairman thanked Anthony Ballinger for his time as Chairman of the 
Council; they had met at like events when Councillor Hocking was Mayor of 
Newton Abbot and other events where Mrs Bunday attended in her role as 
Vice Chairman of Teignbridge Council over the past year.  They had built up a 
real friendship with the Ballingers for which both he and Carol were grateful.  
He also thanked the retiring consort, Mrs Eileen Ballinger for the role she had 
played as Chairman’s Escort.  The consort’s badge was passed over to the 
new consort, Mrs Carol Bunday. 
 
At this juncture the meeting adjourned for a short recess. 
 

3.  ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL 
   

 Upon reconvening, the Chairman invited nominations for Vice-Chairman of the 
Council. 

 
 Councillor Christophers proposed Councillor Rosalind Prowse be elected to 

the position of Vice-Chairman of the Council for the 2015/2016 municipal year. 
 
 Councillor Gribble seconded the proposal. 
  
 Resolved 
 
 That Councillor Rosalind Prowse be elected Vice-Chairman of the Council for 

the 2015/2016 municipal year. 
 
 Councillor Prowse thanked Members for electing her to the position of Vice-

Chairman of the Council and stated she would support Councillor Hocking in 
any way that she could and would represent the Council to the best of her 
abilities.  

 
4.  MINUTES 
   

  The minutes of the Council Budget meeting held on 24 February 2015 were 
approved as a correct and accurate record of the meeting subject to the 
inclusion of Councillor Matthew’s presence at that meeting being recorded. 

  
5. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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 There were no Chairman’s announcements. 
6. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
7. ELECTION OF LEADER OF THE COUNCIL 2015/16 TO 2018/19 
 
 In accordance with Council Minute 330/12/10 and the Local Government and 

Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, the Leader is appointed by the Council 
for a four year period.  The Leader appoints the Deputy Leader and Executive 
Members, assign their portfolios and notify the Council accordingly. 

 
 Councillor Goodey proposed that Councillor Christophers be appointed as 

Leader of Teignbridge District Council for the period 2015/16 to 2018/19.  
Councillor Russell seconded the proposal. 

 
 Resolved 
 
 That Councillor Christophers be appointed as Leader of Teignbridge District 

Council for the period 2015/16 to 2018/19. 
 
 Councillor Christophers thanked Members for his reappointment as Leader 

and added his congratulations to the new Chairman of the Council.  He 
submitted that Annual Council meetings following an election were days of 
mixed emotions as Members respected the past and those who were not 
returned, acknowledged the long service of some and embraced the 
challenges that lay ahead. 

 
 Teignbridge had delivered strong, responsible leadership through what had 

been difficult financial times and the Council would now seek to transform the 
opportunities of residents by focusing on four key areas: 

 

 Extending the council tax freeze by continuing to run finances 
effectively; 

 Working closely with business to provide opportunities to grow 
enterprises; 

 Sufficient housing to enable local families to remain in the area; and 

 Bringing people and organisations together to help write local 
neighbourhood plans to improve vital services and prospects. 

 
He notified Members that the composition of the Executive and individual 
portfolios would be as follows: 
 

 Councillor Christophers – Strategic Direction 

 Councillor Gribble – Recreation & Leisure 

 Councillor Barker – Corporate Resources 

 Councillor Clemens – Housing & Planning 

 Councillor Goodey – Community Neighbourhoods 



COUNCIL (19.05.15) 
 

 
 

 Councillor Hellier Laing – Economy Skills & Tourism 

 Councillor Lake – Environment Services 

 Councillor Russell – Health & Wellbeing 
 

The Executive would be focussed less on power but more about responsibility; 
working together to deliver better skills, jobs and homes for the people of 
Teignbridge. 
 

8. PUBLIC QUESTIONS UNDER COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 4.5(J) 
 
 There were no public questions. 
 
9. COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS UNDER COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 4.5(K) 
 
 There were no Councillor questions. 
 
10. NOTICES OF MOTION UNDER COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 4.5(L) 

 
There were no notices of motion. 

 
11. COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS AND POLITICAL BALANCE – LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT AND HOUSING ACT 1989 
 
 Members considered a report that set out the legal position and made 

recommendations about the allocation of seats on the Council to the political 
groups. 

 
 Councillor Haines proposed that the seat allocations be approved as set out in 

the agenda report.  Councillor Barker seconded the proposal. 
 
 Resolved 
 
 That the Committee Places as set out in Table A of the agenda report be 

approved. 
 
 The Monitoring Officer advised that Recommendation B requested approval to 

elect Chairman and Vice Chairman of the various Council Committees.  He 
advised the meeting there would be a two part approach in dealing with this, 
starting with nominations for Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Overview & 
Scrutiny Committee and then going through the other Committees where 
suggestions for the vacancies had been made.  Members of that relevant 
Committee would only be able to vote. 

 
 The Chairman invited nominations for the Chairman of Overview & Scrutiny 

Committee. 
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 Councillor Colclough proposed that Councillor Haines be elected Chairman of 
the Overview & Scrutiny Committee.  Councillor Bladon seconded the 
proposal. 

 Resolved 
 
 That Councillor Haines be elected Chairman of the Overview & Scrutiny. 
 
 Councillor Clarance proposed that Councillor Price be elected Vice Chairman 

of the Overview & Scrutiny Committee.  Councillor Matthews seconded the 
proposal. 

 
 Resolved 
 
 That Councillor Price be elected Vice Chairman of the Overview & Scrutiny 

Committee. 
 
 The Chairman then took the election of Chairman and Vice Chairman for the 

remaining Committees in turn. 
 
 Planning Committee 
 
 Resolved 
 
 That Councillor Smith and Councillor Kerswell be elected Chairman and Vice 

Chairman of the Planning Committee. 
 
 Regulatory & Appeals Committee 
 
 Resolved 
 
 That Councillor Klinkenberg and Councillor Dennis be elected Chairman and 

Vice Chairman of the Regulatory & Appeals Committee. 
 
 Licensing Act 2003 Committee 
 
 Resolved 
 
 That Councillor Hockin and Councillor Price be elected Chairman and Vice 

Chairman of the Licensing Act 2003 Committee. 
 
 Audit Scrutiny Committee 
 
 Resolved 
 

That Councillor Clarance and Councillor Hockin be elected Chairman and Vice 
Chairman of the Audit Scrutiny Committee. 
 
Standard Committee 
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The Chairman and Vice Chairman would be appointed at the first ordinary 
meeting of the Standards Committee following Annual Council. 
 

12. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO SERVCE ON OUTSIDE 
ORGANISATIONS  
 
Members considered a report which advised of the available places on 
external local organisations and committees and to authorise the Democratic 
Services Manager to make appointments for the remainder of the current 
Council administration subject to confirmation from the Group Leaders.  
 
Resolved 
 
(a) That the list of external organisations and Committees to which the 

Council makes appointments and those qualifying for travel as 
appended, be approved for the duration of the current Council 
Administration.  

 
(b)  That the Democratic Services Manager be authorised to make 

appointments to the list of external organisations and Committees as 
appended, for the duration of the current Council Administration, 
following confirmation of, or amendment to the appointments by the 
Group Leaders.  

 
(c)  That the Group Leaders be requested to notify the Democratic Services 

Manager of any changes to the appointments as appended for the 
duration of the current Council Administration. 

 
13. SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
 
 Resolved 
 

The Common Seal of the Council be affixed any document or documents 
necessary to give effect to the resolutions passed by the Council at this 
meeting. 

 
 
 
MIKE HOCKING 
Chairman 


