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PART I  
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Council resolve that no changes be made to the Polling District Places 
Order following the 2014 Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places. 
 
 

1. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of a review of polling districts and polling places is to seek to 
ensure that all electors have reasonable voting facilities and that polling places 
are accessible to all electors, including those with disabilities. 

 

2. BACKGROUND 
  

The 2006 Electoral Administration Act placed a duty upon each local authority 
to undertake a complete review of polling districts and polling places within its’ 
administrative boundary by 31 December 2007 and, thereafter, on a regular 
four yearly cycle.  An amendment to the legislation brought in a requirement to 
fully review polling districts and polling places ahead of the 2015 UK 
Parliamentary General Election.   

 
A polling district is a geographical sub-division of an electoral area.  For voting 
purposes, each parliamentary constituency and every local government ward 
is divided into one or more polling districts.  A polling place is a geographical 
area in which a polling station is located.   

 
Although the review concerned polling districts and polling places, polling 
stations are, to a certain extent, linked.  Therefore, as part of the review, 
comments were also invited regarding the polling stations currently used and 
any suggested alternatives. Changes to polling stations may be made outside 
of a review if circumstances change to affect any existing arrangements.  In 
addition, smaller reviews may be undertaken at anytime, if required.  In the 
event of a change to an existing polling station, either permanent or 
temporary, voters will be notified of the change by the Returning Officer on the 
official poll card. 
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As part of the recent review we published information on the Council website 
and sent information to all Town and Parish Councils.  Views were also sought 
from the following: 

 
The (Acting) Returning Officer for Newton Abbot 
The (Acting) Returning Officer for Central Devon 
The Member of Parliament for Newton Abbot 
The Member of Parliament for Central Devon 
Teignbridge District Councillors 
Devon County Councillors representing divisions within the Teignbridge area 
Teignbridge Town and Parish Councils 
Scope 
Leonard Cheshire Disability 
Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB) 
Registered Political Parties who field candidates at elections in Teignbridge 
Election Agents who acted at the 2014 elections 

 
The findings of the initial consultation were published on 26 September and a 
further period for consultation closed on 17 October. 

 
A total of seven responses were received.  None of the responses raised any 
concerns about the existing polling places and polling districts.  Therefore a 
proposed Polling District Places Order was published. 

 
One of the responses raised questions concerning one of the existing polling 
stations, which has been considered and arrangements have been made to 
ensure that the preferred alternative venue is available for the May 2015 
elections.  However, the review was concerned with the geographical areas in 
which polling stations can be situated and not the actual polling station 
buildings or premises themselves.  Therefore, there is sufficient flexibility for 
the Returning Officer to relocate a designated polling station, within a polling 
place, at any time. 

 
A full review of all Teignbridge boundaries and current electoral arrangements 
has been instigated by the Boundary Commission for England and is due to 
commence from June 2016. 

 
Nicola Bulbeck 
Chief Executive and Business Lead 
for Governance & Communications 

Cllr Mike Walters 
Portfolio Holder for Governance & 
Communications 

 
  
Wards affected All 

Contact for any more information Cathy Ruelens – Electoral Services Manager 

Background Papers (For Part I reports only) Representation of the People Act 1983 
Electoral Administration Act 2006 

Key Decision N 

In Forward Plan N 

In O&S Work Programme N 

Community Impact Assessment attached: N 

Appendices attached: A:  Polling Places for Newton Abbot Constituency 
B:  Polling Places for Central Devon Constituency 

 


