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EXECUTIVE 
 
4 OCTOBER 2016 
 

Present: 
Councillors Christophers (Leader), Gribble (Deputy Leader),  
Councillors Clemens, Goodey, Hellier Laing, Lake, and Russell. 
 
Apologies: 
Councillor Barker. 
 
Members in Attendance: 
Councillors Brodie, Bullivant, Clarance, Dennis, Dewhirst, Golder, Haines, Hocking, 
Hook, Prowse, Smith 
 
Officers in Attendance: 
Nicola Bulbeck - Chief Executive 
Phil Shears – Deputy Chief Executive 
Sue Aggett –Business Lead - Environment, Health & Wellbeing 
Neil Aggett - Monitoring Officer 
Lesley Tucker – Chief Finance Officer  
Tony Watson – Business Manager Economy & Assets 
Stephen Forsey – Estates Manager 
Tom Butcher - Estates Surveyor 
Trish Corns – Democratic Services Officer 
 

These decisions will take effect from 10.00 a.m. on 11 October, 2016 
unless called-in or identified as urgent in the minute 

 
 

1. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 6 September, 2016 were confirmed and 
signed as a correct record. 

 
2. MATTER OF REPORT BROUGHT FORWARD WITH PERMISSION OF THE 

LEADER 
 
Councillor Clemens commended all involved with the removal of the whale 
carcass recently washed up on Dawlish Beach. The carcass had been 
successfully removed within a 48 hour timeframe with the assistance of 
several Council employees including resorts staff, and those from the 
Environment and Safety Services, Waste and Recycling, communications and 
drainage, and in particularly Drainage Manager Mark Fox. Staff worked in 
partnership with several local businesses, including a security firm, a tracked 
dumper company, and Exeter Rendering company. The carcass was removed 
and the area cleaned and sanitized. The entire carcass would be recycled into 
biofuel, and none to landfill. Councillor Clemens also thanked the public for 
respecting advice to keep away from the area due to health issues.  
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The Chief Executive added that the Dawlish Warren Traders had thanked the 
Council. They had praised the work of contractors in successfully removing 
the carcass in a short timeframe with minimal disruption to local business.  
 
Councillor Hook, leader of the opposition congratulated all involved in the 
operation and its disposal in an environmentally sensitive manner.  
 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of Interest.  
 

4.       ACTION TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWERS 
  

The following action taken under delegated powers as set out in part III of the 
agenda was noted: purchase of open revenues and open access software - 
£75,015. 
 

5. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

 There were no public questions.  

6.  NOTICE(S) OF MOTION.  
 
There were no Notices of Motion. 
 

7. BUDGET MOITORING – GENERAL FUND & CAPITAL, TREASURY 
MANAGEMENT LENDING LIST 
 
The Chief Finance Officer referred to the report circulated with the agenda. 
The report identified the principal areas where there were likely to be 
departures from the approved 2016/17 budget; summarised the likely overall 
variation of £27,000 based on the information available to the end of August 
2016; and informed Members of progress that had been made with achieving 
savings and efficiencies, all for the Executive’s approval and which were all 
detailed at Appendix 1 of the report.  
 
Appendix 2 of the report provided the latest details of the capital programme 
and funding for members’ approval. A significant contribution to capital of £2.3 
million is assumed in the current year mainly enabled through new homes 
bonus receipts but these are expected to reduce in later years. Significant 
capital spend projects included: £250,000 to the Superfast Broadband 
Connecting Devon and Somerset phase 2 programme, spread over the years 
2017/18 and 2018/19; and the acquisition of land at Dawlish as part of a £2.9 
million SANGS project, to protect internationally important conservation sites 
at Dawlish Warren and the Exe Estuary providing more leisure choices for the 
growing population and people living in new developments nearby.    
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The report also provided an update on the lending list for treasury 
management purposes as shown in Appendix 3. 
 
Following questions from non-executive and executive members, the meeting 
was advised that: car parks had received various upgrades which included 
new machines programmed to provide change for customers; free car parking 
on a Sunday for out of season months would continue as 2015/16; there 
would be an additional three days free car parking for shoppers leading up to 
Christmas day; the SANGS project had been funded by CIL and Section 106 
monies;  and the expenditure on the council chamber’s AV system had been 
subject to a separate report and approval.  
 
The improvements at Shaldon’s Botanical Gardens were praised by the Ward 
and other Members. 
 
It was agreed that Members be updated with progress on the Superfast 
Broadband Connecting Devon and Somerset phase 2 programme, through 
the members Newsletter.  
 
Resolved 
 

(a) The revenue budget variations as shown at Appendix 1 to the report circulated 
with the agenda be approved.  

 
(b) The updated capital programme as shown at appendix 2 to the report 

circulated with the agenda be approved.  
 

8.    ASHBURTON SWIMMING POOL 
  
 Consideration was given to transferring Ashburton outdoor pool to the 

Ashburton Swimming Pool Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). 
 
 The Council has been working with a local Friends group over recent years to 

manage the pool. The group now wish to take on the management of the pool 
and had constituted a new CIO, after successfully managing the facility for the 
2016 season. The objectives of the CIO include the promotion and the 
provision of leisure facilities for the community. The conditions of the transfer 
were set out at paragraph 3 of the report circulated with the agenda. 

 
As a CIO the charity would be eligible for funding opportunities to improve and 
refurbish the facility into a year round venue for the benefit of the local 
community. However, in order to make the necessary grant bids the CIO had 
requested the Council to transfer the freehold of the asset to it, and to take 
over all responsibility for the pool’s operation, management and maintenance.   
Draft Heads of Terms for a freehold transfer has been drawn up with the 
intention that this would be completed by the 18th October, 2016 to enable the 
CIO to qualify for £75,000 capital funding from Sport England.      
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The facility currently cost the Council approximately £23,000.00 revenue per 
annum.    

  
Following questions from non-Executive Members, the Business Manager 
advised that: the interest of the Council would be protected for 15 years; and 
the Council would resolve the issue of the boundary wall referred to in 
paragraph 3.1 of the report. Councillor Hook questioned the interest of the 
Council in the asset beyond the 15 year proposed period. The Executive was 
satisfied with the proposal of 15 years, and considered it reasonable and 
justified given the revenue savings during that time.  

 
 Resolved 
 

(a) The freehold of Ashburton Outdoor Pool be transferred to the Ashburton 
Swimming Pool Charitable Incorporated Organisation, as proposed in the 
report circulated with the agenda.  

 
(b) The Business Manager (Strategic Place, Economy & Assets), in 

consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Economy, Skills & Tourism be 
authorised to consider any objections raised as part of the disposal of open 
space process, and to finally approve or reject this disposal. 

 
9.    EXECUTIVE FORWARD PLAN 
 

The Forward Plan for the twelve month period commencing 1 October 2016 
was received and noted.   

 
10.      EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC  
 

That under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 the Press 
and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item(s) of business 
on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as 
defined in paragraphs 1 and 2 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act”. 

 
11.     NEWTON ABBOT TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION 
  
  Following consideration of the report circulated with the agenda it was  
 

Resolved 
 

That the Draft Vision as set out in Appendix 1 of the report circulated with the 
agenda be approved, in advance of a final Newton Abbot Town Centre  
Master Plan being completed.  
 
 
 
 

JEREMY CHRISTOPHERS 
Chairman 


