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EXECUTIVE 
 
6 SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

Present: 
Councillors Christophers (Leader), Gribble (Deputy Leader),  
Councillors Clemens, Goodey, Hellier Laing, Lake, and Russell. 
 
Apologies: 
Councillor Barker. 
 
Members in Attendance: 
Councillors Brodie, Bullivant, Colclough, Dennis, Dewhirst, Grainger, Haines, Hook, 
Nutley and Prowse. 
 
Officers in Attendance: 
Nicola Bulbeck - Chief Executive 
Phil Shears – Deputy Chief Executive 
Neil Aggett - Monitoring Officer 
Lesley Tucker – Chief Finance Officer  
Simon Thornley - Business Manager, Spatial Planning and Delivery  
Nick Davies – Business Manager, Strategic Place – Development Management 
Amanda Pujol – Business Manager, Housing & Health 
Steve Hobbs – Senior Planning Enforcement Officer 
Graham Davey – Housing Enabling Officer 
Andrew McKenzie – Democratic Services Officer 
 

These decisions will take effect from 10.00 a.m. on 13 September, 2016 
unless called-in or identified as urgent in the minute 

 
 

135. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 19 July 2016 were confirmed and signed 
as a correct record. 

 
136. AGREEMENT OF THE AGENDA BETWEEN PARTS I AND II 
 

Councillor Dewhirst noted that an enforcement report was due to be 
considered by the Executive in Part II of the meeting. He submitted he could 
see no reasons as to why it could not be considered in the public part of the 
meeting as much of the contents of the report were already known to those 
concerned.  He stated there was great feeling amongst the local community 
that the issue should be resolved by the Council.  A lack of enforcement on 
the part of the Council had led to the present situation and in the interests of 
transparency, a decision should be made in open session. 
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The Leader had considered this request and referred the matter to officers 
who had decided to place the report in Part II of the agenda.  He submitted he 
would not want the Executive to prejudice itself from reaching an adequate 
solution to the problem. 
 
The Monitoring Officer advised that generally where the Council looked to take 
legal action, such deliberations were taken in the private part of the meeting.  
It was in the gift of Executive Members to decide in which part of the meeting it 
would be heard. 
 
Ward Member Councillor Colclough thanked the residents for submitting a 
petition and would make representations on the matter when the item was 
considered. 
 
The Leader advised that following consideration of the item, a public 
statement would be released advising of the Executive’s decision. 
 
The Business Manager – Development Management explained that although 
there was an officer recommendation before Members, there were other 
options the Executive could consider.  He wished to be able to explain each 
option to Members which would include the disclosure of personal and 
financial information which would not be possible in open session.   
 
The Chief Executive endorsed the comments of the business manager and 
advise attending residents that she had visited the site twice and was well 
aware of the situation they found themselves in.  She believed Part II to be the 
right place to consider the report to enable a full and frank discussion. 
 
The Leader confirmed the Executive would consider the report in Part II of the 
meeting. 

 
137. MATTERS OF URGENCY / MATTERS OF REPORT ESPECIALLY 

BROUGHT FORWARD WITH PERMISSION OF THE LEADER 
 
The Leader received a petition on behalf of the residents of Fairview Road 
and Moorland Avenue, Denbury. 
 
The Deputy Leader advised that Friday, 9 September would see the end of 
the Tour of Britain cycle race, concluding on Haytor at 3 p.m. after 93 miles.  
The event brought many thousands of people to the District and he thanked 
the County Council and the National Cycling Association who conceded that 
Haytor was the best finishing location in the UK. 
 
Councillor Bullivant advised that there would be an event on Saturday, 10 
September in Market Walk, Newton Abbot highlighting the various heritage 
locations across the district and encouraged residents to come along and 
have a look at what Teignbridge had to offer. 
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The Chief Executive advised that Teignbridge had successfully prosecuted an 
individual for fly tipping having recently decided on imposing the highest 
possible penalty of £400 for those caught.  She urged Councillors and 
members of the public to report anyone they saw fly tipping so that the 
perpetrators could be punished accordingly. 
 

138. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of Interest.  
 

139. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

None. 

140.  NOTICE(S) OF MOTION.  
 
None. 
 

141. GREATER EXETER VISIONING BOARD 
 
The Leader stated that a report would be brought before Executive at its 
October meeting but advised that Mid Devon District Council had now joined 
with Exeter, Teignbridge and East Devon in the ongoing work across the area.  
This made sense particularly as Mid Devon was part of the Housing Market 
area on which the plan area for the Greater Exeter Strategic Plan was based.  
All were committed to working in partnership to deliver greater prosperity for 
the residents of the area. 
 

142.    OFF-SITE AFFORDABLE HOUSING CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
 Members considered a report that detailed the progress made on the 

preparation of the Affordable Housing SPD and considered where to approve 
policies in relation to the off-site provision of affordable housing and 
development of wheelchair accessible affordable housing. 

 
 The Business Manager, Spatial Planning & Delivery submitted that in some 

circumstances, provision of affordable housing sought through local plan 
policy WE2 was not suitable within a development site.  In those 
circumstances a financial contribution was sought to make provision 
elsewhere.  There was currently a lack of clarity on the council’s approach to 
off-site affordable contributions.  The consultation exercise on the draft SPD 
included comments that the suggested values were too high making off-site 
contributions an unrealistic option.  These comments had been borne in mind 
and it was therefore proposed to reduce the suggested figures by a third. 

 
 In relation to wheelchair accessible housing, the current situation had been 

complicated by national policy with the government now introducing a 
requirement for a specific standard in building regulations, therefore a local 
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plan policy specifically detailing accessible housing requirements, in particular, 
attaining Level 3 Wheelchair accessible dwellings. 

 
 Following questions from Members, the Business Manager advised that: 
 

 it was unwise to restrict off-site contributions to the parish in which the 
dwellings were built as smaller rural locations may not be able to build 
up enough of a fund to provide affordable homes in this way, and the 
restriction would prevent monies being pooled from larger areas and 
stopping the allocation being used in the areas of highest need; 

 the current average off-site contribution was approx. £50,000 so the 
proposed levels were an increase on that amount; 

 there was evidence that the government was beginning to take a 
renewed interest in the planning system and therefore the long awaited 
regulations and planning policy on starter homes may not be delayed 
for much longer; and therefore 

 he anticipated the SPD being completed within the next few months. 
  
 Resolved 
 
 That the approaches to affordable housing via offsite contributions and the 

provision of wheelchair accessible affordable dwellings contained within the 
agenda report be approved as development management policies. 

  
143.    EXECUTIVE FORWARD PLAN 
 

The Forward Plan for the twelve month period commencing 1 September 2016 
was received and noted.  Members were advised that the ‘Possible creation of 
a Teignbridge Housing Company’ would now be considered at the October 
meeting of the Executive. 

 
144.    EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC  
 

That under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 the Press 
and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item(s) of business 
on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as 
defined in paragraphs 1 and 2 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act”. 

 
145.   NON COMPLICANCE WITH ENFORCEMENT NOTICE RELATING TO LAND 

AT FAIRVIEW ROAD / MOORLAND AVENUE, DENBURY 
  
  Following consideration of the report circulated with the agenda it was  
 

Resolved 
 

That the landowner be allowed a further three months to resolve the 
outstanding legal issue over the release of funds so that they can carry out the 
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works.  Should the works not be completed within this time, the Council’s 
Solicitors be authorised to take legal action against the developer. 

 
146. COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER IN RESPECT OF A PROPERTY IN 

TEIGNMOUTH 
   
  Following consideration of the report circulated with the agenda it was  
 

Resolved 
 

The Executive is recommended to authorise the making of a Compulsory 
Purchase Order in respect of the land defined in the plan circulated with the 
agenda report.  NP Law (Norfolk County Council shared legal service) to act 
on behalf of Teignbridge District Council. 

 
 
 
 
JEREMY CHRISTOPHERS 
Chairman 
 


