
 

EXECUTIVE 
 
8 DECEMBER 2015 
 
 

Present: 
Councillors Christophers (Leader), Gribble (Deputy Leader), Barker, Clemens, 
Goodey, Hellier Laing, Lake and Russell. 
 
Non-Executive Members in Attendance: 
Councillors:  Brodie, Bullivant, Connett, Clarance, Cox, Dewhirst, Ford, Grainger, 
Hook and Mayne  
 
Officers in Attendance: 
Lesley Tucker – Chief Finance Officer 
Neil Aggett – Monitoring Officer 
Duncan Moors – Solicitor to the Council  
 
Executive decisions will take effect from 10.00 am on Tuesday, 15 December 
2015 unless called-in or identified as urgent in the minute. 
 
 
1. MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the Executive held on 1 December 2015 were approved and 
signed as a correct record. 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
 There were no public questions.  
 
4. NOTICE OF MOTION UNDER COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 4.5(L) 
  
 There were no Notices of Motion  
 
5. HABITATS JOINT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
The Solicitor referred to the report circulated with the agenda, to obtain 
authority to establish the terms of reference and rules of procedure for the 
Joint Habitats Mitigation Executive Committee (HMEC), the establishment of 
which was approved, in principle, by the Executive on 22 July 2014 and then 
formally on 16 June 2015.  
 
It is a legal requirement that a local planning authority does not grant 
planning permission for any development that would negatively impact on a 
European Site, unless full mitigation is secured. The Mitigation Strategy 
identifies the mitigation measures needed and the Joint Approach sets out the 
means to secure funding for these measures. The HMEC will be 
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responsible for ensuring the delivery of the mitigation measures and so for, 
ensuring the authorities’ Habitat Regulations obligations are met in this matter. 
 
 The terms of reference and rules of procedure gives clear terms of reference 
and procedural guidance for the HMEC’s operation. The HMEC would ensure 
that appropriate mitigation measures in respect of sites of European 
importance (Exe Estuary SPA / Ramsar, Dawlish Warren SAC and East 
Devon Pebblebed Heaths SAC / SPA) from impacts of development, are 
delivered across the three administrative areas. 
 
The Solicitor confirmed that the scrutiny of issues to be considered by the 
HMEC can be subsumed within the Council’s existing Overview and Scrutiny 
role. Councillor Dewhirst requested that there be opportunity to scrutinise 
issues before being considered by the HMEC.  
 
It was proposed by the Leader, seconded by Councillor Goodey and 
unanimously 
 
Resolved 
 
That the Council:  
 

• Agrees to establishing the Joint Habitats Mitigation Executive Committee 
(HMEC) with East Devon District Council and Exeter City Council, for the 
purpose of delivering habitat mitigation measures and which shall be 
governed in accordance with the Terms of Reference and Rules of 
Procedure attached at Appendix 1 to the report circulated with the agenda 
for the meeting.  
 

• Agrees that all necessary powers (save for decisions relating to the 
compulsory purchase of land) are delegated to the HMEC to enable 
delivery of mitigation measures in accordance with the Conservation of 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended).  

 

• Appoints the Portfolio Holder for Planning and Housing as the Council’s 
member of the HMEC. 

 

• Delegates authority to the Solicitor to the Council to amend the Terms of 
Reference and Rules of Procedure attached at Appendix 1 as necessary 
to remove references to the Joint Scrutiny Committee.  

 

• Delegates authority to the Solicitor to the Council in consultation with the 
Group Leaders and Democratic Services Manager to make any further 
amendments to the Terms of Reference and Rules of Procedure for the 
HMEC as necessary to ensure effective working of the HMEC provided 
that the Solicitors to the Council of Exeter City and East Devon District 
Council are in agreement with the proposed amendments. 
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• Agrees that East Devon District Council be responsible for administering 
the finances to support the implementation of the decisions of the HMEC 
(or to any officer taking delegated decisions on its behalf) and to provide 
financial advice when required. 

 

• Delegates authority to the Solicitor to the Council in consultation with the 
Section 151 and the Portfolio Holder for Planning and Housing to agree 
with East Devon District Council and Exeter City Council the arrangements 
for the Council to transfer funds obtained for mitigation measures from CIL 
and Section 106 Agreements for expenditure approved by the HMEC. 

 

• Agrees that the administration of the HMEC shall rotate with the Chair and 
that East Devon District Council shall Chair the HMEC during the first 
year. After the first year the Chairmanship will rotate around the other 
Councils coming back to East Devon in the fourth year. 
 

6. CAR PARK REVIEW  
  
 Councillor Bullivant, chairman of the Review Group referred the Executive to 

the recommendations of the Review Group which were considered and 
approved by the Overview and Scrutiny Committee earlier that day. 

 
The Review Group consisting of cross party membership, was appointed to 
undertake a strategic review of the Council’s off-street parking policies, so that 
Teignbridge’s parking policy and operations remain current and effective to 
reflect the local need, whilst being cost-effective and embracing of new 
technologies and approaches to car parking. The Group examined all car 
parks under the auspices of the Council in relation to several issues including 
new technology, the needs of customers, and charges in car parks in the 
district’s varied areas of rural, coastal and towns. It consulted with local 
businesses, residents and customers and officers, and made comparisons 
with neighbouring authorities,’ off-street car parking policies and charges. 
 
Councillor Connett referred to recommendation 3(l), at page 2 of the review 
Group’s report relating to The Strand car park, Starcross. The introduction of a 
new 5 hour tariff to accommodate cyclists, that would remain at the current all 
day tariff of £1 would result in an increased all day tariff of £1.50. He submitted 
that this singled out Starcross with a higher all day tariff when compared to 
other all day charges at comparable car parks of Widecombe-in-the-Moor and 
Labrador bay. He requested that this increase be deferred to enable 
discussions with the Powderham Castle Estate in relation to opportunities to 
accommodate cyclists, enabling the tariffs at Starcross to remain unchanged.  
 
Other comments made by non-Executive Members included: greater 
consultation with Ward members regarding recommendations for specific car 
parks would be welcomed; new technology should include machines that 
would provide change; increased joint working between the Council and 
Devon County Council; signage to increase use at Osborne Street car park; 
and an incentive to increase parking turn over at the busy Decoy County Park.  
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In response, Councillor Bullivant advised that joint working discussions with 
Devon County Council had taken place in the past and perhaps these should 
be revisited.  
 
Councillor Russell raised the matter of the increased number of camper vans 
parking in the resorts in the winter months, and mooted a designated parking 
facility for such users.  
 
Councillor Bullivant advised that this matter would be investigated as part of 
the long term parking strategy.  

 
It was proposed by the Leader, seconded by Councillor Hellier Laing and 
unanimously 
 
Resolved 

 
 That the recommendations of the Review Group be included within the draft 

2016/17 budget round.  
 
7. EXECUTIVE FORWARD PLAN 
 

The Executive Forward Plan was noted.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
JEREMY CHRISTOPHERS 
Leader 


