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PART I  
  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Audit Scrutiny Committee notes this report. 
 
1. PURPOSE 
 

To update the Committee in respect of surveillance under the Regulation of 
Investigatory Powers Act (RIPA) procedures. 

 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1      RIPA is concerned with the regulation of covert surveillance and the acquisition 

of communications date by public authorities was enacted to ensure that in 
conducting surveillance, public authorities have regard to the Human Rights Act 
1998 and to Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) – 
the right to a private and family life.  Full reports have previously been brought 
to the committee explaining the requirements and procedure in more detail. 

 
2.2  Provisions for surveillance by local authorities require that: 

 
(1) surveillance may only be authorised for the purposes of preventing  or 
 detecting a criminal offence, which must be punishable by a maximum 
 term of at least 6 months’ imprisonment (with an exception relating to 
 sale of alcohol and tobacco to children).  

 
(2) local authority RIPA authorisations must be approved by a magistrate.  

 
 
2.3  Codes of Practice 
 

RIPA is supported by Codes of Practice issued by the Home Office and 
Procedures and Guidance issued by the Office of Surveillance Commissioners 
(OSC).  These are revised from time to time with the most recent revision 
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being given by the OSC in December 2014.  Teignbridge District Council has 
its own RIPA procedures and these were reviewed by the Portfolio Holder in 
July 2015.  
 
Although there have been no significant changes to the statutory procedures 
and guidance we are obliged to keep our own procedures under review.  The 
next review will be undertaken by the end of February 2017 and any revision 
the subject of a Portfolio Holder’s decision. 

 
2.4  Inspections by the Office of Surveillance Commissioners 
 

Since the provisions of RIPA came into force, we have had five inspections by 
Assistant Surveillance Commissioners, in November 2003, June 2006, May 
2009, 18 October 2011 and most recently on 27 October 2014.  
 
At the October 2014 inspection, the Inspector found that “Teignbridge District 
Council remains committed to high standards of RIPA compliance which is 
evidenced from the leadership and support given to RIPA issues by the Chief 
Executive and Business Lead for Housing and Health.  Clear and 
comprehensive policy, training and processes are in place to deliver the 
standards desired.  The applications and authorisations had improved 
following the recommendations from the previous inspection including 
oversight and training which should be maintained to ensure that staff remain 
“match fit” should they wish to use the legislation in the future.” 

 
2.8  Authorisations granted 
 

Most of the cases for which surveillance is authorised relate to investigations 
of alleged benefit fraud in joint work led by the Department of Works and 
Pensions (DWP).  This means that the DWP obtain the necessary 
authorisation for the whole investigation.  In May 2015 the housing benefit 
element of fraud transferred to the DWP.  Since then no authorisations have 
been granted by Teignbridge District Council. 

  
 
Sue Aggett 
Business Lead – Environment, Health & 
Wellbeing 

Cllr Stuart Barker 
Portfolio - Holder for Corporate 
Services 

 
Wards affected All 

Contact for any more information Mrs Sue Aggett 01626 215163 

Background Papers (For Part I reports only) Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 and 
associated Guidance and Codes of Practice  

Key Decision N 

In Forward Plan N 

In O&S Work Programme N 

Community Impact Assessment attached: N 

Appendices attached: N 

 


