
 

 

Mr M Waddams 

Senior Arboricultural Officer 

Teignbridge District Council 

Forde House 

Brunel Road 

Newton Abbot 

TQ12 4XX 

Ref: 04582 

29th April 2016 

 

Dear Mr Waddams, 

 

Re:  Objection to Tree Preservation Order. 

TPO: The District of Teignbridge (Land at Greenhill Road) Tree Preservation Order 2016 E2/23/33 

 

Instruction: 

 

I have been instructed by Narracotts Architects to object to the above tree preservation order (TPO).  

The objection relates to Area A1. 

 

Reasons for the objection: 

 

The TPO has been made with an Area designation.  It is understandable that the Council has used 

this designation as a starting point but an objection is raised to this designation being used at the 

confirmation stage.  I would, therefore, request that the TPO is confirmed in a modified form. 

 

The Government advice on the use of Area TPO is clear: 

 

 Paragraph: 029 Reference ID: 36-029-20140306 

 

When should the area category be used? 

The area category is one way of protecting individual trees dispersed over an area. Authorities 

may either protect all trees within an area defined on the Order’s map or only those species 

which it is expedient to protect in the interests of amenity. 

The area category is intended for short-term protection in an emergency and may not be 

capable of providing appropriate long-term protection. The Order will protect only those trees 

standing at the time it was made, so it may over time become difficult to be certain which trees 

are protected. Authorities are advised to only use this category as a temporary measure until 

they can fully assess and reclassify the trees in the area. In addition, authorities are 

encouraged to resurvey existing Orders which include the area category. 

Revision date: 06 03 2014 

 

The site contains several trees that are of poor quality and do not justify long term protection.  The 

following trees are of particular concern: 

 

  



Northern boundary 

1) Eucalyptus – this is a large tree that is still young as this species is very large the tree has 

considerable growth potential.  The tree is located very close to neighbouring properties to 

the north and if retained will cause an unreasonable conflict with those houses.   Unsuitable 

for protection. 

 

2) Monterey pine – a large pine is located close to adjacent houses.  This is also a very large 

species of tree and it has considerable scope to get much larger.  The tree also has a 

structural defect that limits its long term viability.  Unsuitable for protection. 

 

3) The western boundary contains a linear group of trees of highly variable quality.  Many of 

the trees have been topped in the past resulting in structural weaknesses.  In addition 

several trees have inherent structural weaknesses that limit their long term viability.  Only a 

small number of trees are suitable for protection. 

 

 

 
Figure 1 - Extract from TPO showing the Area designation 

 



 
Figure 2 - Aerial photo showing particularly problematic trees 

 

Problems with Area TPO: 

 

 Area TPO are difficult to administer over long periods of time as it becomes very difficult to 

determine which trees are protected. 

 The protection is indiscriminate and relates to trees of good and poor quality – protecting 

poor quality trees places an unreasonable burden on the landowner.   

 

Proposed solution: 

 

The Council should modify the TPO prior to confirming it (making it permanent), in accordance with 

Government advice, to only protect trees of good quality. 

 

My client is keen to maintain a dialogue with the Council over this matter – prior to the confirmation 

stage I will submit a plan showing the trees that are worthy of protection. 

 

If you have any queries relating to this then please call 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Dominic Scanlon  
MICFor, FArborA, CEnv. 

Director – Aspect Tree Consultancy Ltd 
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