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RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Regulatory & Appeals Committee is recommended to grant the private 
hire vehicle licence as applied with additional conditions. 
 
 
 

1. PURPOSE  

 
To consider approval of the attached application from Mr K Lynn for a novelty 
vehicle.  

 
The application received cannot meet some of the requirements that were set 
down in the policy but the applicant request that they are given due 
consideration on an individual basis. 

  

  
2. BACKGROUND 
 
 Section 48 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 states 
 that a district council shall not grant a licence unless they are satisfied that the 
 vehicle is:  

 suitable in size type and design for use as a private hire vehicle;   

 not of such design and appearance as to lead any person to believe 
that the vehicle is a hackney carriage; 

 in a suitable mechanical condition; 

 safe; 

 comfortable; and 

 that there is in force in relation to the use of the vehicle a policy of 
insurance.  
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Stretch limousines and specialist vehicles 
  
The conditions and requirements required to be satisfied by the Council to 
ensure the safety of the public and regulated standards for private hire 
operators, and to ensure that a minimum standard is set in the licensing of these 
particular vehicles was adopted by the Regulatory and Appeals Committee 26 
March 2008, Appendix B. 
 
The main implication is that the safety of the public who use these vehicles will 
be better protected by the policy and conditions adopted by this committee. 

 
3. APPLICATION 
  

London Taxi TX1 – T8 XYE The vehicle does not meet the policy with regard to 
the following: 

 
1) The vehicle is over 5 years old. Registered 17th February 2000. 
2) Not of such design and appearance as to lead any person to believe that 

the vehicle is a hackney carriage. 
 

The vehicle has a bespoke union jack interior and classic white exterior, 
Appendix C. The Taxi light above the front windscreen has been blacked out. 

 
The vehicle current MOT expires 3rd December 2016. If granted it will require a 
vehicle inspection at Teignbridge depot.  

 
The vehicle is currently used for weddings which do not require the vehicle to be 
licensed. Mr Lynn has requested that this vehicle is licensed to enable it to be 
hired for other purposes such as school proms, anniversaries and birthday 
parties in line with his other licensed novelty vehicles. 

 
If the committee grant the licence Mr Lynn has requested that the smaller 
executive plate is issued, Appendix D. The fixing of the smaller plate will assist in 
distinguishing it from A Teignbridge licensed taxi which has a large black plate 
on the rear. 

 
4. ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS 
 

With regard to the licensing of specialist vehicles and limousines additional 
conditions can be added to the licence in order to satisfy that the vehicle is fit for 
purpose and to ensure safety to the passengers. The following conditions could 
be attached for licensing a Classic London Taxi for Private Hire. 

 
1) Taxi light to remain blacked out at all times. 
2) Plastic glasses only to be used in the vehicle. 
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The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 allows for a District 
Council to request that a vehicle is presented for inspection up to three times in 
any 12 month period. 

 
5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 
The cost of defending the appeal if the application is refused and Mr Lynn 
appeals to the Magistrates’ Court. 

 
 

6. OPTIONS 
 

1. Grant the request, with or without the conditions set out in 4. 
 

2. Refuse the request. 
 

3. If granted, grant or refuse the request for the smaller executive plate. 
 

4. If the Committee resolve to license the vehicle, the Committee is asked to 
consider whether it is necessary to impose a condition requiring the vehicle to 
have six or four monthly vehicle inspections. 
 

 

Hayley Carpenter 
Licensing Officer 
Environment, Health and Wellbeing 

 
 

 
  
Wards affected All 

Contact for any more information H Carpenter 

Background Papers (For Part I reports only) Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy 

Key Decision N 

In Forward Plan N 

In O&S Work Programme N 

Community Impact Assessment attached: N 

Appendices attached: A: Stretch Limousine and Specialist Vehicle Policy 
B: Photographs of vehicle 
C: Executive plate 

 


