
 
6.  STRETCH LIMOUSINES AND SPECIALIST VEHICLES 
 
6.1 Introduction  
 
Section 48 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 states that a District 
Council shall not grant a licence unless they are satisfied that the vehicle is suitable in size type 
and design for use as a Private Hire vehicle not of such design and appearance as to lead any 
person to believe that the vehicle is a Hackney Carriage, in a suitable mechanical condition, safe 
and comfortable and that there is in force in relation to the use of the vehicle a policy of insurance. 
For the purposes of this policy and licence conditions a stretch limousine shall be defined as 
follows:  

A motor vehicle that has been lengthened by the insertion of an additional body section and 
modified by a coachbuilder to contain luxury facilities and fixtures that is capable of carrying up to 
but not exceeding 8 passengers. 

Specialist vehicles that do not meet the requirements of this Policy will be treated individually and 
application will be put to the Regulatory and Appeals Committee for determination. 
 
The Council will not license these vehicles as Hackney Carriages as their length makes them 
unsuitable to operate from a taxi rank. 

 
The conditions below are seen as a good model to ensure the safety of the public and regulated 
standards for Private Hire operators and to ensure that a minimum standard is set in the licensing 
of these particular vehicles. 
  
6.2 Recommended Conditions and Requirements to be satisfied before licensing a 

Stretch Limousine  
 

 The vehicle must have valid Single Vehicle Approval Certificate. 

 A front seat to accommodate the driver only. 

 A maximum passenger accommodation of 8 (note for the purpose of calculating 
seating capacity the measure unit of a single seat shall be 43cm (17”) per person). 

 All seat positions must be fitted with approved 3 point inertia seat belts, 
sideways facing seats belts must fit over the passengers forward facing 
shoulder (with exception on side ways facing seats were the chassis is 
unable to accommodate the fitting of such. This must be confirmed in writing 
by a recognised modification specialist in order for lap straps to be accepted 
as minimum requirement). 

 An overall minimum vehicle height of 135 cm (53”). 

 An engine rating providing adequate power relative to the size of the vehicle. 
 
6.3 Appearance of Vehicle 
  
The proprietor shall ensure that the limousine is of a type approved by the Council.  

 The maximum length of the vehicle “stretch” shall not exceed 3048 millimetres (120 
inches), with the exception of the cadillac which shall not exceed 3302 millimetres (130 
inches). 

 The vehicle should be equipped with a minimum of four road wheels and one full sized 
spare wheel. The tyres shall be of an approved rating as specified by the tyre 
manufacturer for weight and speed of the vehicle e.g. 235/75R 15 108S (BF Goodrich 
Extra Load or equivalent).  

 The front windscreen shall allow 75% light transmittance and the front driver and 
passenger windows shall allow 70% light transmittance.  

 No self-adhesive material (tinted or clear) shall be affixed to any part of the glass  



 

 There must be adequate internal light to enable passengers to enter and leave the 
vehicle safely.  

 The internal fittings and furniture of the limousine must be kept in a clean, well-
maintained condition and in every way fit and safe for public use.  

 Facilities must be provided for the safe conveyance of luggage at the discretion of the 
driver / operator (see Section 7.5).  

 The vehicle must have at least two doors for use of persons conveyed in limousine 
and a separate means of ingress and egress for the driver. Doors must be capable of 
being readily opened from inside and outside the vehicle by one operation. 

 The exterior of the limousine must be kept in a clean condition at all times 

 Facilities must be provided to ensure that any person travelling in the limousine can 
communicate with the driver.  

 
6.4  Documentation Required  
 
The following documentation in original form or certified copies (not photocopies) shall be 
produced prior to licensing: 

 

 Completed importation documentation  

 A qualified Vehicle Modifier certificate – (QVM). This is issued by the Coach Builder, or 
A CMC (Cadillac Master Coachbuilder) certificate 

 A valid SVA certificate issued by VOSA 

 A current MOT Test Certificate (issued by a VOSA garage) with further MOT’s to be 
carried out twice a year 

 A current TDC compliance check issued by a VOSA garage to be carried out twice a 
year  

 DVLA registration document (V5).  

 Insurance documents covering Hire and Reward and Public Liability Insurance.  

 Vehicles converted to run on LPG must produce an installation certificate from a LPGA 
approved UK vehicle conversion company.  

 Documentation to show the overall weight of the vehicle (as displayed on the vehicle).  

 Valid Road Vehicle Excise licence disc.  

 PRS, PPL and VPL licences if playing music or videos 
6.5 Passengers 
  

 Vehicles with a seating capacity of more than 8 seats plus driver will not be licensed 
by this authority. 

 The limousine shall not carry a greater number of passengers than the number 
prescribed in the licence to a maximum of 8 persons (N.B. A babe in arms is classed 
as a person whatever age).  

 Where the passengers in the vehicle consist of persons under the age of 14 years they 
must be accompanied by a responsible adult, other than the driver, who is over the 
age of 18 years.  

 All passengers must remain seated at all times when the vehicle is in motion.  

 All passengers must wear seatbelts whilst the vehicle is in motion  

 Passengers will not be carried in the front of the vehicle.  
 
6.6 Operators 
 
The proprietor of the vehicle: 
 

 Shall ensure that the vehicle is at all times only driven by a person who holds a current 
Private Hire drivers licence issued by Teignbridge District Council; 



 

 Shall not permit to be conveyed in the vehicle more than the number of persons for 
which the vehicle is licensed, regardless of the age or size of the passengers; and 

 Shall not supply any intoxicating liquor in the vehicle unless there is in force an 
appropriate licence permitting the sale or supply of same.  

  
6.7  Driver and Operator Licensing Requirements  
 
In addition to the limousine/specialist vehicle being licensed as a Private Hire vehicle with TDC the 
limousine/specialist vehicle operator is required to hold a Private Hire operators’ licence with the 
TDC. 

 
All bookings for a vehicle licensed as a Private Hire must be booked through the licensed Private 
Hire operator. 

 
Once licensed as a Private Hire vehicle, the limousine/specialist vehicle can only be driven by a 
Private Hire driver licensed by Teignbridge District Council. 

 
Details in respect of applications for Private Hire drivers’ licences and Private Hire operators’ 
licences can be obtained from the Licensing Section. 

 
6.8  Rights of Appeal  
 
The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 sections 48 and 77 details an 
applicant’s right of appeal.  In general terms where an applicant is aggrieved by the Council’s 
decision to refuse to grant a Private Hire vehicle licence or by any conditions imposed on a Private 
Hire vehicle licence the applicant has a right of appeal to the Magistrates’ Court within 21 days of 
the applicant being notified of the Council’s decision. 

 
 


