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FAO Mark Waddams 
        Rob Kelly 
        Ian Perry 
        Furgus Pate 
 
Dear Mr Waddams 
 
Re: The District of Teignbridge (Houghton Barton) Tree Preservation Order (TPO) 2015 
 
Dame Hannah Rogers Trust, Seale Hayne Campus  
 
Further to your correspondence of 21

st
 October, I am instructed on behalf of my client, the Dame 

Hannah Rogers Trust, to make their objections and comments known to you in respect of the 
above mentioned TPO. 
 
My client does not dispute the high amenity value provided to the wider landscape and local 
amenity through the existence of trees in the area. My clients also recognise the potential threat 
to the landscape value of the area that derives from potential development as a consequence of 
the Local Plan allocation, which will see housing and mixed use development within Houghton 
Barton.  
 
My client has a land interest in the area, the full extent of which is shown hatched green and 
striped orange on the attached plan named Plan 5.   Within the full extent of land owned by the 
Trust is an area known as the campus or school site. This is indicated by the striped orange area 
on the attached Plan 5.This land forms an area of land not available to any land promoter to 
promote for commercial development.  This land is exclusively in the control of the Dame Hannah 
Rogers Trust.  This situation is a product of a Consortium Agreement put in place at the time the 
Dame Hannah Rogers Trust purchased the land from Plymouth University.  The Trust therefore 
believes that in their ownership, all land within the campus/school area is in no greater threat from 
any adverse impacts than in the past. Furthermore, the Trust does all it can to preserve and 
enhance the landscape setting within the campus area and on other land that it owns not 
allocated in the Local Plan for development, i.e. allocated as ‘Seale Hayne’ on policy plans. 
 
The Trust supports the allocation as made in the Local Plan.  The Trust notes the area identified 
as ‘Seale Hayne’ (striped brown), in which there is not the presumption in favour of general 
development as there is across much of the allocation.   We have highlighted this area on your 
own allocation plan and enclosed it to the rear of this letter.  Within this allocated ‘Seale Hayne’ 
area, the Dame Hannah Rogers Trust is making considerable effort to improve the landscape and 
this includes considerable investment in new trees and other landscape amenity improvements.  
13,000 trees are being planted as part of an initiative with ‘More Trees’.   
 

 

 



In the context of the enormous efforts that the Trust has made in order to preserve and enhance 
the landscape, and on the basis of its wider ambitions over the ‘Seale Hayne’ allocation area to 
continue investment in the landscape and to continue to invest in its campus, the Trust would 
consider the inclusion of the Tree Preservation Order over this area not only adverse to the Trust 
in delivering part of its masterplan, but also a heavy handed approach by the District Authority 
given the Trust’s investment to date.   
 
Continued investment is being made within the ‘Seale Hayne’ allocation area by partnerships that 
the Trust has, not only with More Trees, but also with other initiatives the Trust is developing and 
has already embarked upon with the Duchy.    
 
The extent of the proposed TPO includes areas owned by the Trust (which as explained have 
seen substantial investment).  However these areas in some cases do require change and 
adaptation as part of their enhancement to the site to meet all the ambitions of the Trust. This will 
include landscape changes, new tree planting and localised tree removal. You will be aware that 
some of the land in the ‘Seale Hayne’ Local Plan allocation area includes large areas of concrete 
aprons and disused buildings (in the horticultural zone), around which there are some poorly sited 
pieces of landscape which do not fit into the wider investments being made.  Likewise, around the 
former University science block, there are plans for major investment, tree/scrub removal and 
managed landscape improvements, new buildings, use etc. 
 
The Trust is not seeking to remove any prominent and highly beneficial trees, but is looking to 
rationalise and masterplan its site such that, moving forward, the site can be as attractive and 
practical as possible for all uses.   
 
The Trust would find it extremely adverse to have to process and fund planning applications, 
arboricultural reports etc.  for all its landscape investments and alterations as a result of a blanket 
Tree Preservation Order over the Seale Hayne allocation area, especially where there is limited 
landscape value and where there are plans for improvements.  
 
On the basis of the considerable investment in tree planting and landscape improvements that 
have already started with earnest and continue to be planned for, along with the adverse impacts 
I have mentioned above that would have cost implications on the Trust, i.e. diverting needed 
resources from other key project heritage investment and social enterprise initiatives which assist 
the people the Trust supports, we request that all the land within the highlighted campus/school 
area and the Local Plan ‘Seale Hayne’ allocation is excluded from the Tree Preservation Order.   
 
It is extremely important to the Trust that you are adequately convinced by the points raised in 
this correspondence and seek to accommodate the Trust’s requirements. If this letter is 
inadequate in serving this purpose, I would be happy to meet with you in order to advocate the 
responsible way in which the Trust is protecting and enhancing the landscape, and furthermore, 
introduce you to the wider ambitions on the site which should lead to improvements in the 
landscape and to public access.  Consultancy costs are an ongoing issue for the Trust in owning 
this site and obviously it is a priority of the Trust’s to target all resources to making improvements 
to the campus and meeting the needs of those it supports. I ask that you consider the 
requirement for a meeting in this context. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



After you have received this letter but before the deadline for comments i.e. the 25
th
 November, I 

will be seeking to have some communication with you over the telephone to ensure that you have 
all the facts that you require to hopefully support the Trust’s position and accordingly make 
amendment to the TPO area. 
 
 
Kind Regards 
 
 
 
Joseph Marchant 
MRTPI. IHBC. BA (Hons) TP. Dip TP. Dip Urb Des. MA Urb Des. Dip Arch Cons. 
Director on Behalf of Context Logic Ltd  
 
 
As referred to above: 
Plan 5 
 

 
 
 
 
Note: The mapping source in this document based on Ordnance Survey Map of Ashburton and 
Newton Abbot Area, by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of The Controller of HMSO © 
Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Licence number 100047313. 
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