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LICENSING ACT SUB COMMITTEE (2) 
 

25 May 2016 
 

Present: Councillors Dennis (Chairman), Prowse and Rollason (for Fusco) 
 
Also present:  
Applicant – Mr de Hann and his representative Mr Boal 
Interested Party – Mr and Mrs Dicker 
 
Officers in attendance: 
Mrs Downing – legal Adviser 
Mrs Carpenter –Licensing Officer 
Mrs Corns – Democratic Services Officer 
 
 
1. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the Committee held on 26 January 2016 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

2.   APPLICATION BY WONDER FIELDS FESTIVAL LTD FOR A NEW 
PREMISES LICENCE AT FIELDS, GREAT FULFORDS, DUNSFORD  
 
2.1     Introduction 
 
The Chairman introduced the Members of the Sub Committee, Legal Adviser, 
Licensing Officer and Democratic Services Officer and explained their 
respective roles.  He advised that the Sub Committee would take into account 
the merits of the application against the four licensing objectives: the 
prevention of crime and disorder, public safety, prevention of public nuisance 
and the protection of children from harm, in addition to the Home Office 
Guidance and the Council’s Licensing Policy. 
 
2.2 Procedure to be followed 
 
The Legal Adviser introduced those present and wishing to address the 
meeting. There had been no requests from any other party to speak at the 
hearing. She referred to the procedure to be followed for the hearing.  This 
was as previously circulated to all interested parties with the Notice of 
Hearing. All parties had been sent an agenda. The Chairman agreed that the 
time to address the meeting could be increased to 30 minutes for each party.   
 
2.3  The Council’s Licensing Officer’s Report  
 
The Sub Committee referred to the report previously circulated with the Notice 
of Hearing in relation to the application for a premise licence.  An updated 
version of the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy was also circulated. 
There has been no objections from the statutory authorities.  
 
 
2.4   Address by the Interested Party 
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Mr Dicker raised concerns noise nuisance on the grounds that music was 
audible well into the early hours at the 20015 event. Other neighbours had 
also voiced their concerns last year in relation to the noise levels. The music 
could be heard from the village of Dunsford some 2.5 miles from the site. He 
and other objectors at the time understood that licensing laws restricted music 
until midnight. His residence was some 800 metres away from the site. Mr 
Dicker added that wind direction effected sound level. The area relied on 
visitors who stay in and around Dunsford because it is a quiet and peaceful 
area in the countryside.  Visitors may not wish to return to the area for another 
holiday if the noise from the event becomes a nuisance.  
 
In response to questions the Licensing Officer advised that the 2005 Licensing 
Act allows greater freedom of hours outside of the traditional licensing hours. 
The application requested live music until 0400hrs and recorded music until 
0500hrs Friday and Saturday night. The council’s Environmental Health 
Officer would require the monitoring of the noise levels during the event, and 
as set out in the Event Management Plan  
 
2.5   Address by the Applicant  
 
Mr de Hann submitted that the licensable hours sought are from Thursday to 
Monday 7 to 11July 2016. The event would be Friday to Sunday with a day 
either side for setting up and dismantling equipment. Sound levels as 
requested by the Environmental Health officer would be met and monitored. A 
contact number would be given to local residents should there be any issues 
of concern during the event.  
 
In response to questions Mr de Hann advised that additional hours had been 
applied for this year’s event in response to customer feedback. He was not 
aware that there had been concern from residents in relation to noise at the 
2015 event. Noise levels would be monitored in accordance with the 
requirements of Environmental Health and as set out in the Event 
Management Plan. This would include monitoring at 50 metres from speakers, 
the perimeter of the festival site, and at locations outside of the perimeter. 
Wind direction would be taken into account. All readings are required to be 
logged for inspection.  Mr de Hann invited residents to contact him during the 
event if noise levels were causing a nuisance so that action could be taken to 
minimise issues.  He considered contact with residence important for the 
success of the event, and was speaking with residents of the nearest 
properties to the site.  
 
Mr Boal advised that security staff and stewards are fully trained and 
experienced. The lake close to the event would be fenced off and 
inaccessible. His security company was experienced and managed some 30 
such events a year.  
 
Mr de Hann expected more ticket sales than for the 2015 event. Tickets were 
limited this year to 1000 of which some 330 were so far allocated.  
 
2.6   Adjournment 
 
At this point the Sub Committee adjourned to deliberate the application and 
then reconvened to announce the decision.  
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2.7   Decision  
 
“The Sub-Committee has had before it an application for a Premises Licence 
for the supply of alcohol and late night refreshment, and the playing of films, 
plays, live and recorded music at Fields at Great Fulford, Dunsford. The hours 
sought are set out in the report circulated with the agenda and are between 
the hours of 1600hrs on 7 July to 1400hrs on 11 July 2016. Further 
information relating to the application is set out in the report circulated with the 
agenda.  
  
We have read all the written material and listened to the representations by 
the Applicant Mr N de Hann and his representative Mr G Boal.  
 
The Council has received one letter of objection from a local resident 
objecting to the application on the grounds of public nuisance which is set out 
in the agenda. In particular the objection relates to noise nuisance well into 
the early hours at the 20015 event. The interested party attended the Sub-
Committee meeting and advised that other neighbours had also voiced their 
concerns last year in relation to the noise levels. He and other objectors at the 
time understood that licensing laws restricted music until midnight. His 
residence was some 800 metres away from the site. Mr Dicker added that 
wind direction played a significant effect on sound level. The area relied on 
visitors who stay in and around Dunsford because it is a quiet and peaceful 
area in the countryside.   
 
Mr de Hann and Mr Boal on behalf of the Applicant company, attended the 
Sub-Committee meeting. Mr de Hann advised that additional hours had been 
applied for this year’s event in response to customer feedback. He was not 
aware that there had been concern from residents in relation to noise at the 
2015 event. Noise levels would be monitored in accordance with the 
requirements of Environmental Health and as set out in the Event 
Management Plan. This would include monitoring at 50 metres from speakers, 
the perimeter of the festival site, and at locations outside of the perimeters. 
Wind direction would be taken into account. All readings are required to be 
logged for inspection.  Mr de Hann invited residents to contact him during the 
event if noise levels were causing a nuisance so that action could be taken to 
minimise issues.  He considered contact with residence important for the 
success of the event, and was speaking with residents of the nearest 
properties to the site. Mr Boal advised that security staff and stewards are fully 
trained and experienced. The lake close to the event would be fenced off to 
render it inaccessible. His security company was experienced and managed 
some 30 such events a year.  
 
Mr de Hann expected more ticket sales than for the 2015 event. Tickets were 
limited this year to 1000 of which some 330 were allocated.  
 
Decision  
 
We have carefully considered all the written material and also the oral 
submissions on behalf of the Interested Party and Applicant.  We have also 
carefully considered the written submission of the interested party who has 
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raised concerns in relation to noise and the additional hours compared to the 
2015 event.  
 
Whilst we cannot rule out that there may be some background noise we are 
satisfied that the measures put in place by the Applicant company to comply 
with the requirements of the Environmental Health Officer covering both 
permitted noise levels and monitoring by the Applicant and Environmental 
Health are adequate. Furthermore neither the Police or the Council’s 
Environment and Safety Department have raised any concerns. There have 
been no representations from any of the responsible authorities. 
 
The Council’s Licensing Policy states that terminal hours will normally be 
approved when the applicant can show that the proposal would not adversely 
affect the licensing objectives, unless after hearing relevant representations, 
the Council believes it necessary, proportionate and reasonable to restrict the 
hours required.  We do not consider that it is necessary, proportionate or 
reasonable to restrict the hours, because we have not seen any evidence 
which would support doing so.   
 
We are satisfied that the Applicant company is experienced and responsible 
and we are satisfied, on the balance of probability, that the event will not 
cause an unreasonable nuisance to local residents. 
 
In the circumstances we grant this application as detailed in the report, noting 
the sound levels as set by Environmental Health and requirements to monitor 
the levels. We note the concerns of the objector and suggest as a gesture of 
goodwill that the Applicant liaises with the objector.” 
  
Rights of Appeal 
 
This decision does not take effect until the period for making an appeal has 
expired, or if an appeal is made, until that appeal has been determined.  An 
appeal may be made by the applicant for the review, the licence holder or any 
person who made relevant representations in relation to the application.   
 
If you wish to appeal you must give notice of appeal to the Clerk to the 
Justices at the South Devon Magistrates’ Court, 1st Floor, Riviera House, 
Nicholson Road, Torquay TQ2 7TT, within the period of 21 days beginning 
with the day on which you were notified of the decision. 
 
Should there be problems associated with the event the Council’s 
Environmental and Safety Department has powers under the Environmental 
Protection Act 1990 to take action against statutory noise nuisances. 
 


