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REGULATORY AND APPEALS COMMITTEE 
 
27 MARCH 2015 
 
Present:    
Councillors Klinkenberg (Chairman), Austen (Vice Chairman), Dennis, Haines (for 
Falcão) and Hockin. 
 
Apologies 
Councillors Falcão 
 
Also Present:   
Mr Dymond - Applicant’s representative 
Mrs Davies – Legal Adviser 
Mrs Carpenter – Licensing Officer 
Mrs Corns– Democratic Services Officer 
 
 
389.   MINUTES   
 
  The minutes of the meeting held on 2 and 6 March 2015 were approved as a 

correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
390. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 
391. MATTERS OF URGENCY/MATTERS OF REPORT ESPECIALLY 

BROUGHT FORWARD WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE CHAIMAN 
 
 There were no matters of urgency.  
 
392. HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLE EXTENSION 
 
 The chairman referred to the report circulated with the agenda, in relation to a 

request to renew and extend a Hackney Carriage vehicle licence for a further 
12 months for vehicle WF53 RVT, Volkswagen Sharan. 

  
 The vehicle was available for inspection.  .   
 
 At this juncture the Committee adjourned to inspect the vehicle.  
 

During the inspection the Licensing Officer noted that the vehicle’s first aid kit 
and fire extinguisher were not labelled with the vehicle registration number and 
the licence plate number. 

 
 Upon reconvening the Licensing Officer advised that the car failed the taxi 

inspection test on 18 March on a number of issues. All issues were rectified 
and the vehicle passed the Inspection test on 20 March 2015. Paintwork and 
internal scratches had also been addressed.  
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 In response to questions from the Committee, the Licensing Officer advised 
that: there would have been no maintenance issues outstanding at the time 
the Committee allowed an extension to the vehicle licence 12 months 
previously; the licence at that time was granted subject to a six monthly 
inspection test; the vehicle currently has 6 months valid MOT; any rust on the 
vehicle is not a safety issue, otherwise it would have been highlighted on the 
MOT and Taxi Inspection test. 

 
 Concern was expressed that unsatisfactory maintenance issues were noted at 
the taxi Inspection test in March 2015. This test was merely 6 months from the 
date of the MOT in October 2014, giving the impression that the vehicle was 
not continuously maintained. The Licensing Officer responded that the vehicle 
was well used. Such issues were no more than general maintenance issues 
as with any other vehicle of the age. The Committee could request three 
inspections during a twelve month period instead of two should members wish 
the vehicle to be inspected more frequently.  
 
In response to a question on the maintenance of the vehicles tyres, the 
Applicant’s representative advised that tyres were constantly maintained and 
replaced with second hand tyres from a reputable company.  Tyres were not 
swapped around between vehicles of the taxi fleet.  
 
All vehicle licences are issued annually and Section 43 of the Town Police 
Clauses Act 1847 provides that a hackney carriage licence may only be in 
force for a maximum period of one year.  

  
The Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Policy provides that vehicles being 
presented for subsequent licensing are required to be under ten years old, 
however the Council has discretion to continue to licence vehicles which are 
older than ten years provided that the Council is satisfied that such a vehicle is 
in a good condition and good state of repair, and provided that it passes the 
appropriate testing standard. 

 
 At this juncture Members retired to consider their decision. 
 
 Upon reconvening the Chairman announced the decision as follows:  
 
 Resolved 
  

 Vehicle WF53 RVT be granted a Hackney Carriage Vehicle Licence Extension 
subject to: the vehicle passing a four monthly inspection test; and the vehicle’s 
first aid kit and fire extinguisher being clearly labelled with the vehicle 
registration number and the licence plate number.  

 
Reason for Decision  

 
Following an inspection of the vehicle, Members are satisfied with the state of 
repair and condition of the vehicle on this occasion. The vehicle has been 
serviced every 12,000 miles, it currently has an MOT, the advisories issued 
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with the MOT in October 2014 have been rectified, and that the vehicle passed 
its taxi test on 20 March 2015, following necessary work required to pass the 
test.  

 
The Committee considers that up to 3 inspections per year, in accordance with 
the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, is necessary, 
given the age of the vehicle and that maintenance work was required in 
between the MOT in October 2014 and the Taxi Inspection Test in March 
2015.  

  
Subject to this condition, and the labelling of the vehicle’s first aid kit and the 
fire extinguisher, the Committee is satisfied that the vehicle is suitable for the 
travelling public. 

 
 
 
 
 
ANNA KLINKENBERG 
Chairman 


