
 

 

 

REGULATORY AND APPEALS COMMITTEE 
 
1 SEPTEMBER 2014 
 
Present:    
Councillors Klinkenberg (Chairman), Austen (Vice Chairman), Falcão, Hockin and 
Lambert 
 
Also Present:   
Applicants and representatives 
Mrs Davies – Legal Adviser 
Mrs Carpenter – Licensing Officer 
Mr McKenzie – Democratic & Electoral Services Officer 
 
 
1.   MINUTES   
 
  The minutes of the meeting held on 14 July 2014 were approved as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
 Councillor Falcão declared a personal interest by virtue of knowing one of the 
applicants.  He heard the debate but did not take part in the decision. 
 

3. REQUEST FOR TARIFF INCREASE FOR HACKNEY CARRIAGES 
 
 Members considered a report which detailed the implications of raising the 

Hackney Carriage tariff by 5%, as requested by the Teignbridge Hackney 
Carriage and Private Hire Association (the Association).  The tariff was 
previously increased by 5% on 15 July 2013. 

 
 The Licensing Officer advised Members that should an increase be approved, 

it was not mandatory on proprietors to change the tariff they operate on.  
There was a flat fee of £26 to have the meter calibrated and advised that there 
were 206 Hackney Carriages operating within Teignbridge. 

 
 Address by Mr Cowling – on behalf of the Association 
 Mr Cowling submitted that the cost of living was rising and from past 

experiences, if there was not to be an annual, modest meter rise then 
members of the trade would find themselves having to ask for a substantial 
increase which would not be fair on the public.  Vehicle prices had increased 
as had the price of engine oil.  An increase in the tariff would also help 
employees to take home slightly more in their wages. 

 
 Following questions from Members, Mr Cowling explained that: 

 Individuals could work for a company, lease a taxi or be self-employed 
and own your vehicle.  It was usually a lifestyle choice as to which route 
was taken; 
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 In his opinion, running on old meter tariffs was not sustainable in the 
long term and it should be mandatory for all firms to change tariffs when 
an increase is approved; 

 It was disappointing that a greater number of the trade did not respond 
to the consultation; of those that had the comments had been varied 
and showed that the majority favoured an increase.  He had spent time 
canvassing and encouraging his colleagues to respond to the survey 
but accepted it was individual choice; and 

 There were 95 members of the Association; 
 
 In summarising, the Licensing Officer stated that annual meter rises used to 
 occur 8 years ago however the Association asked the Council to look at the 
 issue on an annual basis based on the rate of inflation.  Because this was so 
 low, the Association then asked to increase the tariff as and when requested.  
 She submitted it was for Members to determine the application. 
 
 Mr Cowling had no further comments. 
 
 At this juncture, Members adjourned to consider their decision. 
 
 Upon reconvening, it was 
 
 Resolved 
 
 That the application be rejected. 
 
 Reasons for decision 
 We have carefully considered the representations from members of the 
 Association in support of their request for a 5% increase and we are not 
 satisfied that the case for a 5% increase has been made out.   
 
 We do not dispute that the cost of living has increased but we note that 
 since the tariff was previously increased in July 2013, the cost of fuel 
 has actually  decreased.  
 
 As well as considering the interests of the trade, we are required to 
 consider the  interests of the travelling public and we do not consider that 
 an increase of 5% is in the interests of the public. 
 
 Having looked at charges imposed by Torbay Borough Council and South 
 Hams  District Council we note that the tariff levied here in Teignbridge is 
 considerably higher than our neighbouring authorities and would further 
 increase that imbalance if an increase were to be granted. 
 
 It is important to note that the proposed increase does not have the support of 
 the majority of the trade.  Less than 20% of the trade responded to the 
 consultation and no opinion was given by the other 80%.   
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4. HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLE LICENCE 
 
 Members were to consider a request and application for a Hackney Carriage 
 Vehicle Licence for a vehicle that exceeded the maximum age limit for initial 
 licensing for a Mr Kevin Manning. 
 
 The applicant failed to attend the hearing and the Chairman adjourned the 
 meeting with liberty to restore should the applicant wish to go ahead with the 
 application at a future meeting. 
  
 
 
 
 
ANNA KLINKENBERG 
Chairman 


