
1 

These Minutes are draft until agreed and approved by the  
Planning Committee at the next meeting of the Committee and signed by 

the Chairman as a correct record. 
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
08 MARCH 2016 
 
Present: 
Councillor Smith (Chairman), Councillor Kerswell (Vice Chairman) 
Councillors Austen, Brodie, Bullivant, Clarance, Colclough, Dennis,  
Fusco, Johnson-King, Orme, Pilkington, Price, Prowse, Rollason,  
Thorne (for Ford), and Winsor 
 
Apologies:  Councillor Bladon, Ford, Jones, Parker and Walters 
 
Members in attendance:  Councillors Goodey, Grainger, Gribble, Hocking, 

Klinkenberg and Mayne. 
 
Officers in attendance: 
Business Manager, Strategic Place – Mr Davies 
Principal Planning Officer - Mr Peat  
Planning Officers – Mrs Smith  
Legal Adviser – Mrs Mauger 
Democratic Services Officer – Mrs Corns 
 
 
1. MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 9 February, 2016 were approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

2. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
 The Chairman reminded Members that they should not vote on an application 

if they are not present at the meeting to hear the entire debate on that 
application. The Chairman also welcomed public speakers to the meeting. 

 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

4. APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
 The Committee considered the reports of the Business Manager – Strategic 

Place together with comments of public speakers, additional information 
reported by the officers and information detailed in the updates sheet 
previously circulated.    
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(i)  KINGSKERSWELL - 15/01953/FUL - 16 Huxnor Road - Demolition of 

bungalow and erection of two dwellings including associated site works 
and landscaping 

 
 The Committee received the report of the Site Inspection Team held on 17 

February, 2016.  
  
 Public Speaker: Objector Mr Pearson – Objected on the grounds of loss of 

privacy and overlooking; dwelling A would be closer to his property than the 
existing and higher than his property; 3D images submitted by the Agent 
suggest that his property would be higher than property A but this is incorrect; 
exacerbation of the already congested  on-street parking; out of keeping with 
the surrounding area; and a recently built neighbouring bungalow was 
required to be designed to be in keeping with the surrounding  properties so 
why is this development an exception.  

   
 Public Speaker: Supporter Mr Watson – The site inspection members 

considered the application acceptable; the proposal is reasonable and not 
overdevelopment; the design is different but complementary and in keeping 
with the varied surrounding house designs; sustainable and energy efficient; 
no loss of light; sufficient car parking; and no adverse effects on highway 
safety. 

 
 Concerns raised by Members of the Committee queried if sufficient off-street 

parking was proposed and necessity for non-opening obscure glazing. 
 
 The Business Manager referred to the accuracy of the plan prepared by the 

objector who had addressed the meeting. The plan assumes the floor levels 
are identical but the proposed floor level is lower. The proposed dwelling 
would be approximately 0.5 metres higher than No.18, rather than 1.5 metres. 
Five off-street car parking spaces are proposed for the development. Non-
opening glazing could be added as a condition but it was not considered 
necessary.  

 
 It was proposed by Councillor Colclough and seconded by Councillor Bullivant 

that the application be approved as set out in the report circulated with the 
agenda.  

 
 Resolved 
  
 Permission be granted subject to the following conditions: 

1. Standard 3 year time limit for commencement. 
2. Development to be carried out in accordance with approved plans. 
3. Prior to occupation parking facilities shall be provided and permanently 

retained. 
4. Full details of means of enclosure and boundary treatments to be 

submitted for approval. 
5. Restrict Permitted Development Rights (removal of Schedule 2, Part 1, 

Classes A, B, C, E and G and Part 2, Class A). 
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6. Obscure glazing to all first and second floor windows on south elevation of 

dwelling A. 
7. Recommendations in Ecological Survey to be followed. 
8. Full details to be submitted for approval: 

• materials (to dwellings and hard surfacing);  

• windows and doors (including associated reveals, cills and  lintels);  

• any external ducting, flues or vents;  

• eaves and rainwater goods;  

• meter box design and location. (17 votes for and 0 against) 
 
(ii)  TEIGNMOUTH - 16/00172/FUL - Teignmouth Pavilion, Sea Front - Bowls 

Club store to side of new Teignmouth Pavilions building 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor Fusco and seconded by Councillor Clarance 

that the application be approved as set out in the report circulated with the 
agenda.  

 
 Resolved  
 
 Permission be granted subject to the following conditions: 

1. Standard 3 year time limit for commencement. 
2. Development to be carried out in accordance with the approved plans. 

 (17 votes for and 0 against) 
 
(iii) BOVEY TRACEY - 15/02940/COU -  Moor View Primary School, Heathfield 

- Change of use from school (Use Class D1) to offices and associated storage 
(Use Class B1).   

 
 Public Speaker: Objector Mr Finch – Representing CPRE objecting on the 

grounds of highway safety; the introduction and impact of heavy goods 
vehicles on the Stover Way cycle and pedestrian route; promoted by Devon 
County Council for residents and tourists; the route encourages physical 
fitness and mental wellbeing and is part of the Sustrans national cycle 
network; contrary to Policies S9 sustainable transport, S10 cycling and 
pedestrian transport network, S12 tourism; and the rural employment gain 
would be outweighed by loss in tourism.  

 
 Public Speaker: Supporter Mr Ellis – The site would be used for office 

accommodation for nine white collar staff, and a small storage area for a Civil 
engineering firm to relocate from Newton abbot so that it can be near to the 
company’s main storage and established depot area at Heathfield; the 
building is not being changed and the woodland and bats would be protected; 
the company, Bridge Civil Engineering has national clients and has been 
awarded the Health and Safety Exemplar accolade; and some heavy goods 
vehicles already use the route to access the neighbouring farm estate.   

 
 Comments raised by Members of the Committee included: local members and 

the Town Council were concerned on the grounds of highway safety and the 
use of the site as a depot storage, which appears now would not be the case;  
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the bat survey suggests no adverse effect on the buildings and bats; and the 
farm at the end of the lane requires access to some heavy goods vehicles. 

 
 It was proposed by Councillor Kerswell and seconded by Councillor Prowse 

that the application be approved as set out in the report circulated with the 
agenda.  

 
 Resolved  
 

 Permission be granted subject to the following conditions: 
1. Standard 3 year time limit for commencement. 
2. Development to be carried out in accordance with the approved plans. 
3. No external storage other than hereby agreed. 
4. No external storage shall exceed the heights described within the planning 

application. 
5. No external lighting to be installed unless agreed in writing. 
6. No alterations to be carried out to the roof of the building. 

 (17 votes for and 0 against) 
 

6. NA2 WHITEHILL, NEWTON ABBOT - DRAFT DEVELOPMENT    
FRAMEWORK PLAN (DDFP) 

  
 The Principal Planning Officer referred to the report circulated with the 

agenda. The NA2 DDFP would fulfil the Local Plan’s requirement for a 
landscape and design-led Master Plan for the NA2 Whitehill allocation. The 
DDFP has been prepared over the past twelve months. This has included 
early engagement with landowners and other interests directly affected by the 
proposals, and a six week period of public consultation in which comments 
could be made on the draft document, its related Habitat Regulations 
Assessment and Strategic Environmental Assessment screening. A drop-in 
event was held at Highweek Village Hall which was well attended. The public 
consultation has resulted in a significant number of comments made on the 
draft document. All comments received have been taken into consideration.  
The Committee previously expressed concern in relation to the footpath and 
cycleway links from the site to the town centre and to local schools, and also 
for the potential for development to impact on the setting of listed buildings. 
These concerns have been responded to in the preparation of the revised 
version of the DDFP.  

 
 During discussion the following comments were made: the local residents 

association have raised several questions; what mitigation would be in place 
to address residents concerns about flooding; would the burden of the upkeep 
of the driveway providing access to Whitehill House be passed to the 
residents; the footpath along the A382 leading to the Churchills roundabout is 
dangerously too narrow; the survey information for Greater Horseshoe Bats 
survey is incomplete; and the development needs to provide the necessary 
infrastructure in accordance with policies.   
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The Principal Planning Officer reiterated that the DDFP is an important 
planning document. It does not replace Policy NA2 in the Teignbridge Local 
Plan, but will be a material consideration and provide more detailed guidance 
for planning applications submitted to the Council for determination and the 
decisions made on these. The DDFP must be read alongside the Teignbridge 
Local Plan which includes other policies relevant to the development of the 
NA2 Whitehill allocation, the Newton Abbot Neighbourhood Development 
Plan, the National Planning Policy Framework and national planning 
guidance. 

 
 During further discussion, comments made included: the Plan should require 

key infrastructure before development such as a footpath/cycle link to the  
 hospital and the Churchills development and existing bus stops; all dwellings 

should have wide doorways for wheelchair access and other lifetime 
standards as minimum standard for the ageing population; heavy goods 
vehicles working on the development use existing roads which greatly 
inconveniences residents; quality feedback resulted from the public 
consultation; is the infrastructure guaranteed to be delivered through robust 
requirements of the DDFP; the requirements of the DDPF appear to be vague 
and non specific in relation to dates and when required or to be delivered; 
objectives should be clearly measurable; and how would the landscape and 
green infrastructure be maintained. 

 
 The Business Manager advised that the maintenance of green infrastructure 

would not be the responsibility of the Council. Planning applications would be 
submitted with a Management and Maintenance Plan. In relation to flood risk, 
South West Water is consulted on all planning applications. The Principal 
Planning Officer made clear that there is no requirement for road 
improvements to be completed to the A382 or the provision of a vehicular link 
between the A382 and A383 through NA1 Houghton Barton before 
development can commence at NA2 Whitehill. However, completion of these 
road improvements can help facilitate consideration of potential future 
footpath and cycleway improvements connecting NA2 Whitehill to the town 
centre along the A382 and to Highweek village along Ringslade Road. 

 
 It was proposed by Councillor Bullivant and seconded by Councillor Dennis 

that the DDFP be approved as set out in the report circulated with the agenda, 
with the addition of the following words to the end of paragraph (b) ..... 
“including amendment to the Indicative Land Use Plan to show an indicative 
pedestrian link leading to Orleigh Avenue.” 

  

Resolved 
 

(a) Approval is given to the amendments included in the revised draft NA2 
Whitehill, Newton Abbot Development Framework Plan, in Appendix 1 to 
the report circulated with the agenda for the meeting. 
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(b) The revised draft NA2 Whitehill, Newton Abbot Development Framework 

Plan, in Appendix 1 to the report, is recommended to the Executive for 
approval as a Supplementary Planning Document, including amendment  
to the Indicative Land Use Plan to show an indicative pedestrian link 
leading to Orleigh Avenue.  

 
(c) That approval is given to minor factual amendments included in an 

Erratum to the Habitat Regulations Assessment included in Appendix 3 to 
the report circulated with the agenda. 

 
7. APPEAL DECISIONS  
 

The Committee noted the report circulated with the agenda detailing recent 
appeal decisions by the Planning Inspectorate on appeals against refusal of 
planning permission. 

 
 
 
 
 
DENNIS SMITH 
Chairman 


