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 PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
30 JUNE 2015 
 
Present: 
Councillor Smith (Chairman) 
Councillors Austen, Bladon, Brodie, Bullivant, Clarance, Colclough, Dennis, Ford, 
Johnson-King, Jones, Orme, Parker, Pilkington, Price, Prowse, Rollason,  
Thorne (for Kerswell), Walters and Winsor 
 
Apologies:  Councillor Kerswell 
 
Members in attendance:  Councillors Dewhirst, Clemens and Golder 
 
Officers in attendance: 
Business Manager, Strategic Place – Mr Davies 
Planning Officer – Mrs Turner  
Solicitor to the Council – Mr Moors 
Democratic Services Officer – Mrs Corns 
 
 
1. MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 2 June 2015 were approved as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

2. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
 The Chairman reminded Members that they should not vote on an application 

if they are not present at the meeting to hear the entire debate on that 
application. The Chairman also welcomed public speakers to the meeting. 

 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Members declared interests as detailed below.   
 

4. SITE INSPECTIONS  
 

The Committee received the report of the Site Inspection Team held on  
10 June 2015, additional information and comments made by the officers and 
information detailed in the updates sheet previously circulated.    
 

(i)  IPPLEPEN - 15/00626/FUL - 9 Grange Close - Side and rear extensions to 
include verandah and decking at rear, loft conversion with associated 
raising of roof and dormer windows and rooflights to front and rear 
elevations 

 
 Note:  Councillor Smith declared a Paragraph 14 interest by virtue of his close 

association with a neighbour and objector, and did not vote on the application. 
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 Comments raised by Members of the Committee included: the proposal would 

be detrimental to the character and appearance of the street scene; 
overlooking and loss of amenity; and impact of height and bulk on the property 
to the south.  

 
 It was proposed by Councillor Clarance and seconded by Councillor Prowse 

that the application be refused on the grounds of overdevelopment resulting in 
a detrimental impact on the residential amenities of the surrounding 
properties. The proposal was carried.  

 
 Resolved 
 
 Permission be refused for the following reason:  

1. Overdevelopment resulting in a detrimental impact on the residential 
amenities of the surrounding properties. 

 (19 votes for, 0 against and 1 abstention) 
  
5. APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
 The Committee considered the reports of the Business Manager – Strategic 

Place together with comments of public speakers, additional information 
reported by the officers and information detailed in the updates sheet 
previously circulated.    

 
(i) DAWLISH - 15/01160/FUL -  All Weather Pitch, Sandy Lane - Install catch 

netting (overall height 7 metres) to the existing fencing between the all 
weather pitch and the tennis courts    

  
 It was proposed by Councillor Price and seconded by Councillor Prowse that 

the application be approved as set out in the report circulated with the 
agenda. 

 
 Resolved 
 
 Permission be granted subject to the following conditions: 

1. Standard 3 year time limit for commencement.  
2. Development to be carried out in accordance with the approved details. 

 (20 votes for and 0 against) 
 
(ii) TEIGNGRACE - 15/00262/FUL -  Green Acres, Summer Lane - Change of 

use of land for the stationing of 5 traveller pitches (each comprising 1 
static caravan, 1 space for a touring caravan and vehicular parking), 1 
day room, a sewage treatment plant and works to improve access  

   
 Public Speaker: Objector, Mr Martin  -  the requirements for the provision of 

pitches as indicated in the Local Plan have already been satisfied and 
allocated; there is no need for the further proposed pitches; the number of 
pitches are out of scale with the size of the hamlet; increased flood risk for 
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properties and the highway; the Flood Risk Assessment was undertaken after 
a very dry winter period with the trial pit limited to one metre below ground 
level; and detrimental effect on the setting of Stover Park.  

  
Comments raised by Members of the Committee included: pitches should not 
be provided in a flood zone area; better and more sustainable sites could be 
found elsewhere; over-dominance of travellers in the area; contrary to 
sustainability policies; the site is not on a bus route, it is not within a 30 minute 
walk to the nearest primary school; the route to Heathfield’s St Catherine’s 
primary school is via Stover Park; contrary to Policy EN4 flood risk; and the 
site is in the wrong location. 
 
In response the Business Manager confirmed that on a GIS map St 
Catherine’s primary school is 1.6 miles/30 minute walk along a safe route; two 
gypsy/travellers blocks are already approved; Policy WE6 criteria have been 
considered; the proposal is a different situation to the Haldon Travellers site 
because planning permission is being sought for the current proposal; there is 
no objection from the Environment Agency; Drainage Engineer or the 
Environmental Health Officer; hard standing area will be limited for the plots 
only and much green field will be retained; and in relation to the ratio of 
pitches to settled communities, Ley Green has 30 houses but Teigngrace as a 
whole,  has a population of 235.  

 
 During the debate it was proposed by Councillor Prowse and seconded by 

Councillor Walters that consideration of the application be deferred pending a 
member site inspection.  This proposal was withdrawn following the debate 
when Councillor Prowse proposed, and Councillor Brodie seconded a motion 
that the application be approved as set out in the report circulated with the 
agenda, with the inclusion of the “reinforcement of the southern boundary.” at 
condition 10 and “including drainage” at condition 2.  This was carried.  

 
 Resolved 
 

Permission be granted subject to the following conditions: 
1. Standard 3 year time limit for commencement. 
2. Development to be carried out in accordance with the approved plans, 

including drainage. 
3. Site access to be provided in accordance with further plans that have first 

been submitted and approved in accordance with the Highway Authority’s 
advice. 

4. No external lighting unless details first submitted for approval. 
5. Gypsy/traveller occupancy only. 
6. No business use. 
7. Limit pitches to five (each comprising 1 static caravan, 1 space for a 

touring caravan and vehicular parking). 
8. Details of location of septic tank to be submitted for approval. 
9. Retention of hedgerow. 
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10. Landscaping to be carried out in first planting season after 
commencement and thereafter maintained, including reinforcement of 
southern boundary.  

 (14 votes for and 6 against) 
  
(iii) IPPLEPEN - 14/03018/COU - Bulleigh Barton Farm - Retrospective 

change of use of agricultural building to use within Classes B1, B2 and 
B8 

 
 The Committee noted the receipt of a further six letters of objection but which 

did not raise any new issues.  
   
 Comments raised by Members of the Committee included: a retrospective 

application; the innovative reuse of redundant farm buildings is fully supported 
but residential properties are in close proximity to this site and were in situ 
before the industrialisation of the farm; noise and disturbance and a 
detrimental effect on the amenities of neighbours; B1 and B8 use only should 
proceed with the removal of B2 use, the B2 business should be relocated; the 
barn farthest away from the residents could be utilised for B2 use; conditions 
should be more robust for the continuation of the industrial use, such as 
additional tree planting and limitation of doors opening; concern at the reliance 
on conditions which are hard to enforce; B2 use should be refused because it 
should not be near a residential area, and new premises should be found.  

 
 The Business Manager advised that the B2 use could be made personal to 

the existing users.  
 

Further comments from members included that the B2 use should be made 
personal to the current users until the personal use is no longer required, or 
limited to a period to enable the business to secure alternative premises. 

 
 It was proposed by Councillor Bladon and seconded by Councillor Colclough 

that the application be approved as set out in the report circulated with the 
agenda, subject to: the addition of “except to allow for access and egress, and 
deliveries to the building,” to condition 2; the addition of “within 2 months” to 
condition 4; and two further conditions to secure: 
“no external lighting unless approved by the Local Planning Authority”; and  
“B2 element to cease after 12 months and thereafter to revert to B1 or B8 
use.”    

 
 Resolved 
 
 Permission be granted subject to the following conditions: 

1. Hours of operation limited to Monday to Friday 0800 to 1700 and Saturday 
0800 to 1200. 

2. All deliveries to be within these hours. 
3. Doors to units 1, 2 and 3 to be closed at all times during working hours 

except to allow for access and egress, and deliveries to the building. 
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4. The external wall on the west elevation of Unit 3 and the internal wall 
adjacent to Unit 1 and 2 shall be insulated to the standard specified in the 
submitted noise report.  Post installation a report shall be provided 
confirming that the works have been completed and have achieved the 
necessary sound reduction within 2 months. 

5. Any vehicles visiting the site shall only use the access to the west side of 
the site on the road between Bulleigh Barton Cross and Windthorn Cross. 

6. No external lighting unless approved by the Local Planning Authority.  
7. B2 element to cease after 12 months and thereafter to revert to B1 or B8 

use.    
(20 votes for and 0 against) 

 

6. APPEAL DECISIONS 
 
 The Committee noted a report circulated with the agenda, on decisions made 

by the Planning Inspectorate on appeals against refusal of planning 
permission. 

 
7. ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 

 
The Committee noted a report circulated with the agenda, on enforcement 
issues dealt with under delegated powers.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
DENNIS SMITH  
Chairman 


