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DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT 
 
BROADHEMPSTON – Non compliance with occupancy condition (planning 
reference 11/00208/FUL) for the new dwelling at Knowle Tree Nursery, 
Broadhempston  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS 
 
1. In April 2011 planning permission (reference 11/00208/FUL) was granted for a 

permanent dwelling in association with a nursery business at Knowle Tree 
Nursery, Broadhempston. As part of the planning permission a condition was 
attached that tied the occupation of the new dwelling to be by a person solely 
or mainly working, or last working, in the locality in agriculture or in forestry. At 
the time the Applicant was working in horticulture by growing trees on the land 
that were then used in connection with a forestry and tree contracting 
business.  
 

2. Following the permission works commenced on site with the construction of 
the dwelling house. However, it became apparent that the horticultural side of 
the business was decreasing with less trees being grown on the site. This was 
noted from visits to the site by Officers looking into other issues.  

 
3. In July 2014 the Council received a complaint that the tree growing had 

ceased on site and there were concerns that the condition restricting the 
occupation of the dwelling was not being complied with. From an investigation, 
including a visit to the site by Officers, it was noted that all the trees had been 
removed from the land. It appears that due to the recent economic downturn 
that there were problems with the nursery side of the business and that it was 
necessary to cease the operation.  
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4. Having looked at the business being operated from the site it appeared that 

the use was primarily a tree related contracting business which was not 
considered to be either agricultural or forestry. It was therefore considered the 
condition restricting the occupation of the dwelling was being breached. 
However, before deciding on the appropriate actions to take discussions have 
occurred with the owners to fully assess their current employment.  

 
5. From discussions with the owners it seems that the dwelling is currently 

occupied by Roland Fursdon and his son Lloyd Fursdon and his family. Both 
Mr Fursdons operate the businesses that are run from the property. Following 
a recent site meeting with them it seems that the nursery business is being re-
introduced with some container trees being looked after on site. It seems that 
these total about 500. It also seems that as part of the forestry side of the 
business there are six areas where woodland or forestry land are managed. 
This involves emergency call-outs and general maintenance works. It is hoped 
that this number will increase with more tenders being applied for.    

 
6. With regards to the tree surgery contracting business this will continue as it 

has since the site was first occupied. It seems that this side of the business 
has helped to support the family through the difficult economic times and will 
continue along with the forestry side of the business, even though it is a 
separate financial entity. However, it is proposed that activities associated with 
the forestry business will increase, which in association with increasing the 
nursery side of the business, will ensure the occupants of the site comply with 
the condition.  
 

7. From the investigation into the occupation of those occupying the new 
dwelling it appears that the balance towards the agricultural / horticultural and 
forestry activities is not at a level to fully demonstrate the condition is being 
fully complied with. However, now that the economy is picking up this balance 
of activities is to be addressed. It is proposed over the next twelve months to 
use machinery and other equipment recently purchased to increase the level 
of forestry work so that there will be no question that the condition is being 
fully complied with. If this is to continue then it is likely that the Council’s 
concerns about the occupation of the dwelling will be overcome. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Committee is recommended to hold off any further action for twelve months and 
to reassess the matter at that time. If it is clear that the condition not being fully 
complied with the matter is brought before the Committee at that time. 
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