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Business Manager – Strategic Place 

ITEM: 
 

1 

APPLICATION FOR 
CONSIDERATION: 
 

DAWLISH - 15/00716/FUL -  The Lawn, The Strand - 
Erection of concrete statue on pedestal 
 

APPLICANT: Mr M Nance 
 
1. REASON FOR REPORT 
 

The site is owned by Teignbridge District Council. 
 

2. RECOMMENDATION 
 
 PERMISSION BE REFUSED for the following reason: 
 
 The proposal is considered neither to preserve nor enhance the character or 

appearance of the conservation area or protect the setting of listed buildings and 
would therefore be in conflict with the stated requirements of Policy EN5 (Heritage 
Assets) and Policy S2 (Quality Development) of the Teignbridge Local Plan 2013-
2033, the Dawlish Conservation Area Character Appraisal and advice set out in the 
National Planning Policy Framework.     

 
3. DESCRIPTION 
 
3.1 The application site is The Lawn in Dawlish.  The land is owned by Teignbridge 

District Council.  
 
3.2 Permission is sought for a concrete statue on a pedestal to be sited in the existing 

flower bed adjacent to the public conveniences.  The site is located within the 
Dawlish Conservation Area.  The statue would be 3.17 metres high and placed on a 
1.52 metres high pedestal. 

  
3.3 The proposal is not supported by the Conservation Officer who considers that the 

height and poor quality materials would have a material and adverse impact on 
both the conservation area and setting of listed buildings. 

 
3.4 The proposal is considered neither to preserve nor enhance the character or 

appearance of the conservation area or protect the setting of listed buildings and 
would therefore be in conflict with the stated requirements of Policy EN5 (Heritage 
Assets) and Policy S2 (Quality Development) of the Teignbridge Local Plan 2013-



 

 

2033, the Dawlish Conservation Area Character Appraisal and advice set out in the 
National Planning Policy Framework.     

 
3.4  It is recommended that this application be refused. 
 
4. POLICY DOCUMENTS 
 

Teignbridge Local Plan 2013-2033 
S2 (Quality Development) 
EC12 (Tourist Attractions) 
EN5 (Heritage Assets) 
 
Dawlish Conservation Area Character Appraisal 

 
 National Planning Policy Framework 
 
 National Planning Practice Guidance 
 
5. CONSULTEES 
 
 Conservation Officer - The proposal is to erect a concrete statue on a plinth on a 

raised area of the Lawn of a figure in a book written by Mr. Nance.  The proposed 
height of the statue is in excess of 5 metres including the plinth constructed of 
concrete blocks.  The statue is shown in colour but it is unclear whether this will be 
painted or rendered with a through render and the plinth is not shown with any 
finish.  A through render is unlikely to achieve the colours shown on the submission 
and painted concrete would require on-going maintenance and there are no 
proposals on how this is managed.  I have serious concerns that the poor quality of 
materials will not weather well in this environment.   

 
 There has been no formal consultation other than the planning application to gauge 

public opinion.  The figure does not have any local distinctiveness for Dawlish. 
 
 The figure due to its height and poor quality materials would have a material and 

adverse impact on both the conservation are and setting of listed buildings. 
 
 Economy & Assets - To date the Council as Land owner have not received a formal 

request from the applicant to place the subject statue upon the Lawn. Until such 
time as that is received the Council cannot given a formal response as to whether 
this would be approved. 

 
Community Art and Design Advisor - Awaited. 

  
6. REPRESENTATIONS 
 

28 letters of objection have been received raising the following issues: 
1. The proposal is not in keeping with character of the site and the Conservation 

Area 
2. The proposal has no local distinctiveness for Dawlish 
3. Unlikely to attract additional tourists to the area 



 

 

4. Statue is too large 
5. The proposal has not gone through the usual procedure for public art 

installations 
6. Concern about the quality of materials 
7. Concern about possible deterioration of the proposal with age 
 

One letter of support received 
   
7. TOWN COUNCIL’S COMMENTS 
 
 Recommend refusal of the application on the following grounds: 
  

1. The proposed statue fails to enhance or preserve the appearance of the 
Conservation Area. 

 
2. The proposal fails to provide local distinctiveness and has no connection to 

Dawlish. 
 

3. The proposed materials are not appropriate and will require on-going 
maintenance. 

 
 Further Resolved to write to the Teignbridge Council Estates department asking 

that the landowner refuse permission for the statue to be erected in the Lawn area 
regardless of any outcome of the planning application. 

 
8. COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY 
 

The CIL liability for this development is Nil as the CIL rate for this type of 
development is Nil and therefore no CIL is payable.  

 
WARD MEMBERS:   Councillors Hockin, Petherick and Price, Dawlish Central and North 
East 
  



 

 

 


