
 

 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

CHAIRMAN:  Cllr Humphrey Clemens 

 

DATE: 
 

10 March 2015 

REPORT OF: 
 

Business Manager – Strategic Place 

ITEM: 
 

6 

APPLICATION FOR 
CONSIDERATION: 
 

SHALDON - 14/03656/FUL - Castle, Homeyards 
Botanical Gardens - Change of Use to D2 (Social 
Meeting Place). Repair and alterations to the Castle 
including new roofing, windows and doors, alteration 
of vehicle entrance to allow minibus drop-off and 
parking for disabled car users and improvements to 
paths, terracing and walls and a new route to the 
castle for enhanced wheelchair access. 
 

APPLICANT: Teignbridge District Council 
 
1. REASON FOR REPORT 
 

The site is owned by Teignbridge District Council. 
 
2. RECOMMENDATION 
 

PERMISSION BE GRANTED subject to the following conditions: 
1. Standard 3 year time limit for commencement 
2. Development to be carried out in accordance with approved plans 
3. Submission of specification for Castle repair 
4. Submission of method statement for repair of mullions 
5. Submission of mortar sample (if mortar used) for repair of mullions 
6. Submission of mortar sample for re-pointing walls 
7. Submission of details for path surfacing materials 
8. Submission of details for granular fill for disabled bay surface 
9. Submission of sample roof material 
10. Submission of details of rainwater goods 
11. Submission of window details 

 
3. DESCRIPTION 
 
3.1 The application site is a Botanical Garden and castle folly at Shaldon.  The land is 

owned by Teignbridge District Council. 
 
3.2 Permission is sought for a change of use to D2 (Social Meeting Place).  The 

applicant, Teignbridge District Council (Environment and Leisure), has confirmed 
that the venue will be used by such organisations as the local arts group and the 
bridge club. 



 

 

  
3.3 Permission is also sought for repairs and alterations to the Castle including new 

roofing, windows and doors.  This scheme is fully supported by the Conservation 
Officer who has recommended conditions are applied to secure appropriate details 
of the scheme.  

 
3.4  Permission is also sought for alteration of the vehicle entrance to allow minibus 

drop-off and parking for disabled car users and improvements to paths, terracing 
and walls and a new route to the Castle for enhanced wheelchair access.  These 
works are supported by the Conservation Officer who has recommended conditions 
be applied about the details of the scheme.  

 
3.5 Works to the vehicle entrance include alterations to the lower (north) bank to 

improve visibility.  It is considered that these proposals, incorporating replanting of 
the laurel hedge, protect the character of the site.    

 
3.6 The new parking area will more easily allow vehicles to enter and leave in a forward 

gear. 
 
3.7 It is recommended that this application be approved subject to the conditions set 

out above. 
 
4. POLICY DOCUMENTS 
 

Teignbridge Local Plan 2013-2033 
S1A (Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development) 
S1 (Sustainable Development Criteria) 
S2 (Quality Development) 
S5 (Infrastructure) 
S9 (Sustainable Transport) 
EC1 (Business Development) 
EC12 (Tourist Attractions) 
EN5 (Heritage Assets) 

 
 National Planning Policy Framework 
 
 National Planning Practice Guidance 
 
5. CONSULTEES 
 

Devon County Council (Highways) - Awaited. 
 

Conservation Officer - I fully support this worthwhile scheme to better use this very 
important non-designated heritage asset.  It will help to secure its future and better 
use the area. This was the subject of a preliminary application.  The drawings state 
that the building will be repaired - I would recommend that the specification for 
repair is agreed with the Conservation Officer.  In conjunction with this, a mortar 
sample for repair of mullions and re-pointing walls to be agreed or method 
statement for treatment of reinforcement and repair of mullions.   It states that the 
existing path to be lifted and replaced – what will it be replaced with?  Other areas 



 

 

show paths to be lifted and replaced with stone and it would be useful to agree 
what type of stone is to be used for the paths.  Likewise the type of granular fill to 
be used on the disabled bay should be agreed.  A sample of roofing material should 
be agreed and rainwater goods to be used including profile.  The drawings refer to 
Crittal Windows – I would request window details to be agreed. 
 
Comments on revised plans awaited   
 
Tree Officer - There are no arboricultural objections to the proposal as no significant 
trees within or adjacent to the site will be adversely affected by the proposal. 

  
 Comments on revised plans awaited   

 
6. REPRESENTATIONS 
 

Three letters of comment have been received raising the following issues: 
1. Concern about what sort of events may be held at the venue, particular 

concern about large-scale events such as weddings 
2. Concern about hours of use for events 
3. Concern access may be denied to people not attending an event 
4. Will overnight parking be permitted? 
5. Event use could increase parking issues 
6. Altering the visibility splay to the parking may encourage more people to park 

there.  Disabled parking should be monitored to prevent abuse 
7. Altering the visibility splay may impact adversely on biodiversity 
8. Altering the visibility splay will result in a less visually attractive access 
9. Vehicles should be able to enter and leave in a forward gear 

 
Two letters of support received. 

   
7. PARISH COUNCIL’S COMMENTS 

 
No objections. 

 
8. COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY 
 

The CIL liability for this development is Nil as the CIL rate for this type of 
development is Nil and therefore no CIL is payable.  
 

WARD MEMBERS:  Councillor Clarance, Shaldon and Stokeinteignhead  



 

 

 


