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Fordlands 
10 Forde Park 
Newton Abbot  

Devon 
TQ12 1DB 

 
 

1 February 2014 
 
Dear Sir 
 
Teignbridge District Council (10 Forde Park, Newton Abbot) Tree 
Preservation Order 2014 
 
We are the co-owners of Fordlands, 10 Forde Park, Newton Abbot, where we 
have lived for the last 40 years. We are writing to you to object to the above 
Provisional TPO, relating to the silver birch tree at the front of our house. 
 
A summary of our reasons for objecting is as follows: - 
 
1 We and our neighbours at Norlands firmly believe that the tree poses a 
hazard to Fordlands (No10) and Norlands (No 10A) Forde Park, by reason of 
its size, height, age and proximity to these two houses. It is about 60 ft in 
height and its trunk is only 25ft from Norlands and 30ft from Fordlands. Its 
roots are in ground which gets waterlogged, reducing its stability in high 
winds. 
 
2 The tree is, we believe, over 60 years old. It was already a mature tree 
when we came to live at Fordlands in 1974. We believe that it is now near the 
end of the lifespan of a tree of this species. 
 
3 Silver birch trees are not, in our view, in keeping with the Forde Park 
Conservation Area, this area being Victorian in character, both the park itself 
and the 19th century villas which front on to it. This view is borne out by the 
Council’s Forde Park Conservation Area Appraisal, which has recently been 
produced. They are a very common woodland and garden tree of relatively 
short lifespan and have no rarity value. 
 
4 The tree is out of keeping with its immediate surroundings, namely the 
Victorian residential building, and the modern paved and landscaped area in 
front of Fordlands, which was carefully planned to preserve and enhance the 
appearance of the house. 
 
5 Significant tree planting has been carried out by landowners in recent years 
in the vicinity of this tree. This includes a new substantial red-leafed acer-type 
tree at Norlands, a tall fir tree at No 6 Lonsdale Road, and several new trees 
at Fordlands itself. Many older trees, which are entirely in keeping with the 
Conservation Area, still remain. 
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6 A single silver birch tree in a domestic garden would not normally, in our 
view, be made the subject of a TPO. The fact that this tree is in a 
conservation area does not make a material difference, since a tree of this 
species does not fit in with the historic and special character of this Victorian 
conservation area. We do not believe that the relevant Government guidance 
would support the making of a TPO in these circumstances. 
 
Our reasons for objection are explained more fully in the attached 
Appendix. 
 
We would ask the Council not to confirm the Provisional TPO for the reasons 
set out above and further explained in the Appendix. We understand that the 
decision will be taken at Committee, and we should like to attend the meeting 
and, if permitted, speak to the members.  
 
 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
D W L Humphreys and E J Humphreys 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Business Manager – Strategic Place 
Teignbridge District Council 
Forde House 
Brunel Road 
Newton Abbot 
TQ12 4XX 


