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Objection to the District of Teignbridge (10 Forde Park, 
Newton Abbot) Tree Preservation Order 2014  
 
                                  Appendix 
 
 
1.  Forde Park Conservation Area 
 
Forde Park is a Victorian park with a number of 19th century villas in the 
Italianate style of architecture fronting on to it. This style was favoured in the 
high Victorian period. So far as trees were concerned, the types planted 
tended to be evergreen oaks and other evergreen trees, including pines and 
cypresses. Trees within the curtilages of the houses were generally 
evergreen, which were planted on the frontages of the gardens often in the 
corners of the plots. Many of these remain, such as the massive pine tree at 
St Ishmaels (No 9 Forde Park), which overhangs our garden. This tree would 
seem to be one of the original trees planted when the house was built. Trees 
would not have been planted immediately in front of the houses, as the 
owners would have wanted the fine houses to be seen and to have a view of 
the countryside. 
 
We believe that the silver birch tree was planted in our garden at the end of 
the Second World War, so that it is now over 60 years old. 
 
In para 7.3.2 of the Council’s recently produced Forde Park Conservation 
Area Character Appraisal, it is made clear that the silver birch trees in the 
park are out of character with the original planting scheme for the park itself. 
We contend that the same applies to the curtilages of the Victorian villas in 
Forde Park, such that silver birches are out of character with the Conservation 
Area. 
 
Para 7.3.2 of the Appraisal is as follows: - 
 
“Over time more trees and trees of different species have been planted in the 
park that were not part of the original layout and were not intended at the time 
of the parks creation. These included a variety of Oaks and Conifers planted 
in the 20th century and most notably the Birch Avenue. 
 
“The Birch Avenue in Forde Park is likely to have been planted at the end of 
the Second World War, so the trees today are roughly 50 years old. It was a 
feature that was fashionable at the time of planting and although they provide 
some benefit they are not in keeping with the original Victorian planting” 
 
 
2. Fordlands and Norlands 
 
Fordlands was built in the 1860s, as one of the Italianate villas characteristic 
of the area. There were some later extensions, and it was divided into two 
houses in the 1930s: Fordlands became No10 and Norlands No 10A. The 
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rear garden was sold off as building plots, which now contain houses on 
Lonsdale Road. 
 
The front part of Fordlands and Norlands was hit by a German bomb in 
August 1940 and destroyed. We understand that rebuilding and restoration 
took place by the end of the War. Norlands was rebuilt to its original size and 
design, but Fordlands was not fully rebuilt, which explains its present 
appearance. We believe that the silver birch tree was planted in the 
immediate aftermath of the rebuilding works. 
 
In 1974 when we purchased Fordlands, the silver birch tree was already a 
mature tree and the area in front of the house (where rebuilding had not taken 
place) was a rough tarmac patio, which gradually deteriorated. There was 
also a small lawn, difficult to access with a mower. In 1996, we renovated this 
area with new paving, raised flower- beds and a pergola against the blank 
sidewall of Norlands. This was specially designed to blend in with the classical 
appearance of the house. We have also recently installed some classical style 
statues to further enhance this area. The improvement works have brought 
into focus the fact that the silver birch is not in keeping with overall 
appearance of the house and the Conservation Area. It looks like an 
inappropriate woodland tree which our Victorian predecessors would not have 
welcomed there. 
 
3. The Silver Birch Tree 
 
This is now a very substantial tree. We estimate its height at 60 feet. The girth 
of its trunk at 3 feet above ground level is 6 feet. The trunk is leaning towards 
Norlands. The trunk is about 25 feet from the corner of Norlands and its large 
branches are much closer to that house. Its trunk is also about 30 feet from 
the frontage of Fordlands. If this heavy mature tree were to fall in the direction 
of the houses, it would be likely to cause serious damage to one or both of 
them, and perhaps personal injury. 
 
In assessing risk, it should be noted that the roots are in ground which is 
largely shaded from the sun by the houses and at a lower level than the 
houses. This ground tends to get waterlogged in periods of continuous rain, 
such as the summer of 2012 and December 2013 and January 2014. We do 
not believe the tree to be deep rooted and feel that there is a real risk that it 
could blow over in very high winds when the ground is waterlogged. We are 
aware that some silver birches have blown over in local woods in recent 
times. 
 
The house and the tree are on a ridge and exposed to high winds from 
various directions. Although we can currently see no significant signs of 
disease, we know from experience that apparently healthy trees can blow 
over in exceptionally high winds. This happened in the late 1980s to a tall 
macrocarpa at 5 Lonsdale Road, which crashed down in a storm, demolishing 
part of the boundary wall between that property and Fordlands and narrowly 
missing a parked vehicle on our drive. The same happened a few years later 



 3 

when a large cypress tree blew over and was uprooted near our boundary 
with No 9. 
 
We are told that extreme weather events are likely to be more frequent in the 
future, particularly wind and rain. 
 
The silver birch tree was battered by winds and moved about violently in the 
severe storm on October 2013 and likewise on 23/4 December 2013.  Had the 
winds been at hurricane force as forecasted, it may well be that the tree would 
not have survived them. If the tree had been in full leaf, it would have been 
even more vulnerable. 
 
Our researches indicate that silver birches are very common trees in the UK 
and further afield. They are common as woodland trees and also quite 
popular in domestic gardens, as they grow fairly quickly and have a light 
canopy. We understand that they do not have a long lifespan and that 
therefore our tree must be nearing the end of its expected life. 
 
4. New Trees in the Vicinity 
 
In a conversation with the Arboricultural Officer, he expressed concern that 
some trees have been removed in this area, and it seems to us that this may 
have been a factor in the decision to make the TPO. We would say in 
response that those trees which have gone were removed with the Council’s 
consent for sound reasons: for example, the macrocarpa at Norlands, which 
was pushing over the historic stone wall. After careful consideration, the 
Committee rightly valued the wall more highly than the tree on this occasion. 
 
Some trees have gone but new ones are being planted. These include a large 
acer with large red leaves at Norlands, a tall fir tree at 6 Lonsdale Road (near 
its boundary with Fordlands), a gingko, a flowering cherry, a betula, a 
eucalyptus and a bramley at Fordlands. In addition in the immediate vicinity of 
Fordlands, there is a massive pine tree at St Ishmaels and large yew tree 
near the boundary between that property and Fordlands. 
 
5 Government Advice 
 
We have tried to ascertain what advice central Government has for local 
authorities and landowners regarding TPOs. In a recent guide by English 
Heritage, it is stated: - 
 
“Central government’s view is that such orders (TPOs) should be used where 
there is a reasonable degree of public benefit from the tree’s retention. This 
may be because the tree is an element of the heritage significance of a 
conservation area, registered park or garden, of a listed building, scheduled 
monument, battle field or other heritage asset”. 
 
We have stated our view that the silver birch is not in keeping with the 
Conservation Area and none of the other criteria are at all relevant. 
 



 4 

Current Government advice appears to be found in “TPO, A Guide to the Law 
and Good Practice” issued by the Dept for Communities and Local 
Government. Relevant advice is contained in Chapter 3. 
 
Para 3.3(2) of this guide is as follows: - 
 
“Individual impact: the mere fact that a tree is publicly visible will not of itself 
be sufficient to warrant a TPO. The LPA should assess the tree’s particular 
importance by reference to its size and from, its future potential as an 
amenity, taking into account any special factor such as its rarity, value as a 
screen or contribution to the character or appearance of a conservation area.” 
 
This guidance would suggest that the silver birch should not be the subject of 
a TPO.  There is nothing unusual about its size and form, it has little or no 
future potential being near the end of its lifespan, it is not of a rare species, it 
has no value as a screen and is not in character with the Conservation Area. 
 
6. Conclusion 
 
For the reasons set out in our letter and further explained in this Appendix, we 
would request the Council to revoke the Provisional Tree Preservation Order 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DWL Humphreys and E J Humphreys 
 
1 February 2014  


