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Principal Layout 
Strategies
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Legibility
Policies and guidance to ensure that places are easily 
understood and memorable for residents and visitors.

Movement Networks
From footpaths to link roads, the policies and 
guidance that ensures that a network of routes 
allows direct, safe and a  rac  ve movement from 
place to place.

Residen  al Density
Guidance to help ensure that land is well used, that 
neighbourhoods func  on well, whilst suppor  ng 
public transport, and local facili  es.

Scale of the Built Form
Principals and parameters for guiding the heights of 
buildings so that their scale is appropriate for their 
loca  on.

Neighbourhoods
Guidance to help ensure that places to shop, work, 
live, and go to school are located within reach.

Landuse:
Non-Residen  al Uses Compa  ble with 
Residen  al Land
Guidance for combining compa  ble non-
residen  al and residen  al uses within areas of 
new development.

Non-Residen  al Uses Not Compa  ble 
with Residen  al Land
Guidance for shaping non-residen  al uses within 
new areas of development.

Community Facili  es
Guidance for community facili  es within new 
neighbourhoods.

Green and Blue Space
Overarching guidance for open space and water 
based infrastructure.

Principal Layout Strategies
The strategies and guidelines that are to be used in the design and layout of new areas of development.  
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Policy DG-LS1 (legibility)

New development in Teignbridge should be 
designed to have a legible structure through the 
following:
1. By arranging development to respond posi  vely 

to the dis  nc  ve character of the landscape.
2. Where notable landscape features exist and 

are to be retained, they are to be integrated 
to make a posi  ve contribu  on to a place’s 
legibility.

3. Visual links should be made between signifi cant 
exis  ng and proposed buildings, landmarks, 
landscape features and spaces and areas of new 
development. 

4. New development must not obscure, or have a 
nega  ve impact, on exis  ng or important view 
corridors.

5. Urban edges against areas of publicly accessible 
land must be designed to have a posi  ve outlook 
and have a strong and dis  nc  ve character.

6. Buildings, streets and spaces of primary routes 
should be designed to create a network of 
dis  nct and memorable routes and places.

7. Buildings, streets, and spaces of secondary 
and ter  ary streets should be designed to be 
memorable at a local scale

8. Buildings which have civic and/or community 
roles must be located in visually prominent 
posi  ons such as at the corner of  a street, the 
termina  on of a vista, on a public square or at  
key junc  ons.

9. Exis  ng buildings of dis  nc  ve character that 
are worthy of reten  on should be integrated to 
make a posi  ve contribu  on towards an areas 
iden  ty. 

10. Design briefs for landmarks, key buildings  
and spaces should iden  fy principle physical 
a  ributes that meet legibility objec  ves.

11. Prominent side eleva  ons of buildings, 
par  cularly those located on street corners, 
are to be architecturally composed to create 
interest on the street and enhance safety 

and surveillance, for example, through the 
arrangement of materials and the placement 
and propor  oning of windows 

12. Buildings, streets and spaces must be arranged 
and designed to have a sense of hierarchy 
rela  ve to their loca  on within a se  lement, 
neighbourhood, route  or space. The highest 
order of design shall be applied to the most 
signifi cant loca  ons. (See sample Legibility 
Hierarchy table overleaf).



Visual links of important landmarks form part of the 
pa  ern of development within Teignbridge

Legibility is: The way in which a place is composed to be dis  nc  ve, memorable, interes  ng  and of its place 
so that it is easy to navigate, is visually s  mula  ng and dis  nc  ve. 

Legibility
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Avoid:

 Termina  ng streets with views of 
garages, parking, bin stores, service 
areas, or sub sta  ons.

 Designing blank or uninteres  ng 
prominent side eleva  ons.

 Presen  ng rear garden boundaries 
to areas that are publicly accessible 
including open spaces or exis  ng or 
proposed movement routes.  

A legibility diagram to illustrate how landscape and townscape features combine to create a memorable place. 

Primary streets designed for legibility.

Secondary streets designed for 
legibility.

Local streets and places and open 
spaces designed for legibility

Key buildings for legibility

Important local or wider views to 
highlight or to relate development to.

Off  site landscapes, features and 
landmarks to relate to .

 

Primary Streets Secondary 
Sts Ter  ary Streets 

Highest Hierarchy  (1)                                                                           Lowest Hierarchy (3)
• Most embellished
• Most formal
• Best materials

• Least embellished
• least formal
• Simple materials

High Streets Major Urban 
Thoroughfares

Avenues/
Principal Sts

Secondary  
Sts

Fine Grained 
Sts

Mews

Inside a village or 
neighbourhood centre 
boundary

1 1 1 2/3 2/3 3

Inside a town centre 
boundary

1 1 1 2 2/3 3

Outside a town or 
neighbourhood centre 
boundary but not adjacent 
to an open space

X 1 1 2 3 3

Adjacent to an open space 1 1 1 1 2 x
At places of signifi cance for 
legibility

1 1 1 1 1/2 x

Legibility Hierarchy 
Table

Ref policy DG-LS1.12. Sample hierarchy table suitable for a large outline planning applica  on showing a strategy for the design for 
buildings and spaces. Where 1 is the highest order of design and 3 is the lowest. The above to be applied rela  ve to the character of the 
exis  ng se  lement.
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A Movement Network is: made up of the places between buildings and spaces where people move from one 
place to another. This typically includes routes for walking, cycling, travelling by public transport or in private 
vehicles.

Movement Networks

Policy DG-LS2 (Movement)

New development in Teignbridge must have movement 
networks that are permeable, interconnected, 
a  rac  ve, safe and walkable that are designed as 
follows:
1. to have a clear hierarchy of primary, secondary, 

ter  ary, and where appropriate, mews streets, 
together with other walking and cycling routes. 
The hierarchy is to be reinforced by a clear 
strategy and/or detailed design for:
1. accessibility
2. propor  on, 
3. materials, 
4. landscaping, 
5. tree plan  ng, 
6. u  li  es and services
7. street ligh  ng, 
8. street furniture. 

2. to priori  se users in the following order:
• people on foot  and those with disabili  es,
• people on bicycles
• public transport
• cars and other motorised vehicles

3. to provide a safe and a  rac  ve environment 
predominantly edged by the fronts of 
development or well overlooked open spaces

4. to be interconnected, where there is the op  on 
for onward movement without the need for 
vehicles to u-turn such that streets are normally 
connected to other streets 

5. to provide publicly accessible connec  ons 
between exis  ng and proposed development 
areas for pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles at 
intervals that create a well connected network

6. to allow for future access needs to adjacent 
land in a way that does not frustrate future 
development poten  al and inter connec  vity

7. to exclude private drives that reduce public 
access adjacent to publicly accessible land and 
reduce the interconnected nature of the network

8. to have cross roads as the default junc  ons type 
between blocks

9. to account for an  cipated traffi  c fl ows and 
environmental site factors

The following design criteria should be followed 
when designing the movement network:

Primary network streets are to:
 pass though and connect neighbourhood centres:
 provide for priori  sed (including at side roads) 

segregated cycle movement 
 provide for access to public transport
 have design speeds of not greater than 30mph 

outside neighbourhood centre areas and not 
greater than 20mph inside neighbourhood centre 
areas.

Secondary network streets are to:
 provide effi  cient movement between primary 

routes and important des  na  ons:
 provide for safe on-road cycle movement
 have design speeds of not greater than 20mph.

Ter  ary network streets are to:
 provide fi ne grained links between primary and 

secondary routes enabling  a walkable block 
structure

 provide for safe on road cycle movement
 have design speeds of not greater than 20mph.

Mews streets are to:
 be a  rac  ve and safe streets upon which to live 

and pass through
 be designed to be publicly accessible

Walking and cycling routes are to be:
 safe, a  rac  ve, appropriately lit, well overlooked 

and of suffi  cient width for the an  cipated 
numbers of users.

 direct and well connected to other exis  ng and 
proposed routes and well related to  desire lines
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Major development proposals are to show a movement network based on primary, secondary, ter  ary, and dedicated walking and 
cycling routes. 

Primary network street

Secondary network street

Ter  ary network street

Mews street

Walking and Cycling routes

The Avenue, Newton Abbot is an a  rac  ve primary route fronted by buildings, lined with trees, and terminated by the War Memorial and 
St Paul’s Church. The features create a memorable route with a clear sense of place that func  ons for residents, pedestrians, cyclists and 
drivers. 
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Residen  al density is: Measured as the number of dwellings per hectare (dph) and is used to es  mate the 
number of people living in any given area. Well designed areas of higher density enable more people to have, 
within a short walk, access to things that they need regularly, like shops, local facili  es, public transport, cafés 
and restaurants. In turn, the facili  es are more likely to be successful over  me as they have many more 
people within walking distance. 

Residen  al Density

Policy DG-LS3 (Density)

The distribu  on of density of new dwellings within 
Teignbridge is to be arranged to support the 
principles of walkable neighbourhoods as follows:

1. New development must be structured so that 
the areas of highest density are located to 
support local facili  es and where there is good 
access to public transport.

2. Density ranges for Major Urban Thoroughfares 
and Avenues/principal streets should be  
between 40-60dph however densi  es may be 
increased to up to 80dph in some areas for 
townscape reasons.

3. Density ranges for neighbourhood centres should 
be between 40-60dph.

4. Density ranges for town centre areas should be 
between 50-70dph.

5. Density ranges for park edges and other green 
spaces should be between 40-55dph.

6. Density ranges for all other areas should be 
between 35-50dph.

Density calcula  ons are to: 
 Include all private and communal space within the 

cur  lage of an urban block,
 Include all streets excluding the primary network, 
 Include all play areas and small urban parks and 

spaces  situated in the secondary and ter  ary 
street fabric.

Exclude land associated with non-residen  al uses 
except where that use forms part of a mixed use 
building that is par  ally residen  al

Density ranges derived from research of towns 
and villages within Teignbridge. (see appendix - to  
follow)

The central areas of Teignmouth, built at the higher 
density ranges, achieves well defi ned, high quality living 
environments close to local facili  es 
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Teignbridge residen  al densi  es: 

Major Thoroughfares/ Townscape 70+ dph

Semi-detached, terraces & some detached  35 - 50 dph

Town Centre 50 - 70 dph

Park Edge - Paired Villas as fl ats 40 - 55 dph

Neighbourhood Centre 45 - 60dph

Park Edge - Terrace houses 40 - 55 dph



40
0m

 ra
diu

s  t
o neighbourhood ctr (5 min walk)

Diagram to show an appropriate density distribu  on 
within a walkable neighbourhood 

Retained Green Infrastructure and urban 
parks

Park Edge density 40 - 55 dph

Neighbourhood Centre 40 - 60 dph

Major Urban Thoroughfares 40 - 60 dph

Other Urban Areas 35 - 50 dph

Major Urban Thoroughfare

Avenue/Principal Street
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The scale of buildings is: The height and overall size of buildings. Generally, taller buildings defi ne primary 
streets, mark important loca  ons for townscape reasons, edge and defi ne wider spaces, and are to be found 
in central areas of towns and villages and are o  en in areas of higher density.   

Scale of the Built Form

Policy DG-LS4 (Scale)

The scale of new development must clearly defi ne 
streets and spaces as follows:

1. Built form must be scaled to defi ne and 
enclose streets and spaces to create a legible 
environment that supports other layout 
strategies. 

2. Storey heights must be set in response to:

1. local context
2. the hierarchy of routes (ref DG-LS2 and table 

the below)
3. the orienta  on to open spaces,
4. the overall width of spaces to which they 

relate
5. topography

6. the proximity to neighbourhood and town 
centres

7. landscape character and heritage assets
8. townscape and legibility (ref DG - LS1) where 

storey heights:
1. should be increased at the intersec  ons 

between principal streets as well as those 
of secondary streets

2. may be exceeded for key landmarks or to 
create specifi c points of emphasis.

3. Storey heights are to be taken from iden  fi ed 
ground fl oor slab levels, or development 
pla  orm levels for outline applica  ons.

Building Storey Table:

Primary Network Secondary 
Network

Ter  ary Network

High Streets Major Urban 
Thoroughfares

Avenues/
Principal 
Streets

Secondary  
streets

Fine grained 
streets

Mews

Inside a village or 
neighbourhood centre 
boundary

2.5 - 3.5 2.5 - 3.5 2- 3.5 2 - 3.5 2 - 3 2 - 2.5

Inside a town centre 
boundary

3 - 5 2.5 - 5 2.5 - 4 2.5 - 3 2 - 3 2 - 2.5

Outside a town or 
neighbourhood centre 
boundary but not 
adjacent to an open 
space

X 2.5 - 3.5 2 - 3.5 2 - 3 1 - 3 1 - 2.5

Adjacent to an open 
space

3 - 5 3 - 5 3 - 4 2.5 - 3 2 - 3 x

At places of signifi cance 
for legibility

3 - 5 3 - 5 3 - 5 2.5 - 4 2.5 - 3 x

Scale ranges derived from research of towns and villages within Teignbridge. (see appendix )

Buildings in new development should to be scaled using the table below as a guide. Storey heights are expressed 
as ranges in order to be responsive to local condi  ons ,design intent and the sense of enclosure required
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Building heights are to increase rela  ve to 
street hierarchy, places of signifi cance for 
townscape reasons, or adjacency to open 
spaces

Taller buildings for townscape 
reasons

Taller scale buildings 

Smaller scaled buildings

Neighbourhood centre boundary



The main route through Chudleigh neighbourhood centre is defi ned by predominantly 2.5 - 3 storey buildings.

Courtenay Park, Newton Abbot is edged with 2.5 -3 storey buildings. These frame the park edge and provide a sense of  overlooking that 
helps keep the park feeling safe.

Diagram to show how a strategy for building height could be expressed to reinforce to legibility and route hierarchy.  
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A Neighbourhood is: a no  onal area of development that is local in scale and based around a nominal 5 minute 
walk or 400m distance where access to a range of local facili  es, jobs, and public transport is possible. 

Neighbourhoods

Policy DG-LS5 (Neighbourhoods):
Development in Teignbridge is to be arranged to 
func  on as walkable neighbourhoods with op  ons 
to access facili  es, goods and services, jobs and 
public transport. In order to achieve this:
1. Neighbourhoods are to be structured to accord 

with other Teignbridge Design Guide Layout 
Strategy policies

2. The majority of homes should have good access 
to a range of local jobs and facili  es within 
approximately 400m distance or a 5 minute walk  
(see also DG-LS8)

3. Non-residen  al uses shall to be clustered to 
create neighbourhood centres that contain a 
suitable mix of compa  ble residen  al and non-
residen  al uses and facili  es that complement 
those within the local area.

4. Major new proposals are to defi ne 
neighbourhoods and neighbourhood centre 
boundaries 

5. New neighbourhood centres shall:

1. be located where good access to public 

transport is most likely,  such as on primary 
network streets with through traffi  c

2. typically not be greater than 1.5 development 
blocks* deep from the primary thoroughfare 
and orientated around the intersec  ons of 
primary routes or primary with secondary 
routes

3. be designed to create civic pride, be high 
quality,  have a clear approach to character, 
and be comfortable and safe for their users, 
by the:

1. Prominent posi  oning of civic buildings 
and community spaces.

2. the inclusion of high quality materials 
of construc  on in public realm areas 
including; surfaces, landscaping, and for 
buildings. 

3. designing for and priori  sing pedestrian 
amenity and comfort over those of 
vehicles.

4. containing a mix of compa  ble uses at 
higher densi  es   

Neighbourhood
Core400m

Chudleigh, a walkable neighbourhood whose mixed use centre is clustered around the key junc  on of  a primary route. 

* Development blocks defi ned within Urban Structures chapter
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Neighbourhood 1

Neighbourhood 2

Neighbourhood 3

Avoid
Orienta  ng shops, and community facili  es in 

places that do not have suffi  cient residen  al cri  cal 
mass away from the primary and secondary routes 
or neighbourhood and town centres.

Plan to cluster local facili  es and compa  ble 
non-residen  al uses within mixed use 
neighbourhood centre areas. Residents will 
benifi t from good access to a variety of shops 
and facili  es from each journey. 

 Isolated non-residen  al uses and facili  es 
perpetuate single purpose des  na  on 
trips and are unlikely to create a walkable 
neighbourhood or support variety within the 
neighbourhood centre.

re
sid

en
 al only neighbourhood centre



community 
hall

business

M
ixed use neighbourhood ce

nt
re

primary 
school

primary 
school

corner 
shopcafe

hair 
saloncommunity 

hall

hhhhbb

village 
square

 New development proposals of suffi  cient 
scale are to defi ne neighbourhood areas 
and neighbourhood centre boundaries. Each 
neighbourhood is to be broadly based on a 5 
minute walk or about 400m distance from the 
defi ned neighbourhood centre.

400m walkable Neighbourhood

Neighbourhood Area Boundary

Neighbourhood Centre Boundary

Residen  al areas

Mixed use area
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Non-Residen  al uses that are compa  ble with residen  al land are: Those land uses that are able to sit 
alongside the places where people live without having an adverse impact on residen  al amenity. The diff erent 
uses can co-exist to their mutual benefi t. 

Land Use - Non-Residen  al Uses Compa  ble with Residen  al Land

Policy DG-LS6 (Land Use: Non-Residen  al Uses 
Compa  ble with Residen  al Land)

New proposals are to integrate compa  ble non-
residen  al and residen  al uses in a manner that 
supports walkable neighbourhoods as follows:

1. As  well as the areas defi ned within the Local 
Plan and Framework Plans for employment the 
neighbourhood centres are to be the focus for 
non-residen  al uses that are compa  ble with 
residen  al land. The uses within these centres 
is to be arranged to create easily accessible 
neighbourhood cores with a mix of uses that:

1. are mixed both ver  cally and horizontally.
2. front onto primary streets or
3. front onto primary or secondary streets at 

prominent loca  ons such as at corners and at 
urban squares.

4. are within areas with a  rac  ve civic urban 
character 

5. are supported by parking and public transport 
facili  es

2. To allow for some degree of fl exibility in the 
loca  on of where non-residen  al uses may be  
delivered, some non-residen  al uses that are 
compa  ble with residen  al land could be located 
outside an iden  fi ed neighbourhood centre core 
boundary in loca  ons that:

1. front onto primary streets or
2. front onto primary and secondary streets at 

prominent loca  ons such as at corners and at 

urban squares.
3. Some B1 uses could be located up to 1/2 a block 

back from primary streets providing that the 
majority of non-residen  al uses remain in more 
prominent loca  ons.

4. About 10%  of buildings located as per DG-
LS6.2 should be designed to be adaptable 
to change between diff erent uses over  me 
without signifi cant modifi ca  on by designing, for 
example:

1. Higher ground fl oor, fl oor-to-ceiling heights
2. Separate access to upper fl oors
3. Non-structural internal ground fl oor walls.
4. The capacity to fi t larger areas of glazing to 

the ground fl oor front eleva  on
5. The introduc  on of bay windows to ground 

fl oors
5. New development areas of suffi  cient scale to 

include new neighbourhoods are to defi ne 
neighbourhood centre boundaries within which 
non-residen  al uses that are compa  ble with 
residen  al uses should be located as set out 
above.

6. For Local Plan alloca  ons where more than 
one neighbourhood is necessary, each 
neighbourhood centre must contain suffi  cient 
non-residen  al uses to ensure the needs of 
each neighbourhood can be met rela  ve to the 
context that the neighbourhood centre plays 
within the alloca  on and se  lement as a whole.

Shaldon, Fore St. Non-residen  al uses (red) mixed with residen  al uses along  or very close to an important route.
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The neighbourhood core areas are to 
be the focal point for non-residen  al 
uses that are compa  ble with 
residen  al development, however 
Some fl exibility is available for 
prominent and accessible loca  ons.

Neighbourhood Centre 
Core Area

Non-residen  al uses 

Major Urban Through Route

Avenue/Principal Street 

Shaldon, Fore St. A mix of residen  al and non-residen  al working side by side along a principal street.

Diagram to illustrate the approach to integra  ng non-residen  al uses alongside residen  al uses.
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Non-Residen  al  uses that are not compa  ble with residen  al land are: Those land uses that are not able to 
sit alongside the places where people live because of the manner in which they func  on. Typically these uses 
tend to have unacceptable hours of opera  on or generate levels of noise, smells, dust, or heavy goods vehicle 
movements, which tend not to be compa  ble with residen  al life.

Land Use - Non-Residen  al Uses Not Compa  ble with Residen  al Land

Policy DG-LS7 (Land Use: Non-Residen  al Uses Not 
Compa  ble with Residen  al Land) 

Development within areas where land uses are 
proposed that are not compa  ble with the places 
were people live, should create a  rac  ve and safe 
places to work and visit, be easily accessible and 
well related to the surroundings. In order to achieve 
this new development should:

1. have a posi  ve or neutral impact on the 
character of the area. 

2. be designed so that buildings, spaces and 
landscaping create well defi ned areas and 
contribute towards local iden  ty and legibility

3. have a permeable movement network that 
priori  ses pedestrians and cyclists over vehicles 
and feels safe for its users

4. be structured and detailed to reduce crime and 
the fear of crime at all  mes of the day.

5. be set out so that surface water is well managed 
and integrated posi  vely into design proposals

6. accord with any design codes or guidance  
rela  ng to the area

Design Codes
The prepara  on of design codes for the design and 
layout of infrastructure, plot arrangements and 
landscaping will normally be expected to ensure that 
development follows both a considered approach 
across diff erent development parcels Where used 
Such codes could include suitable approaches to:

• street design
• scale
• form
• colour
• materials
• boundaries
• landscape design
• parking and servicing
• boundary treatments
• building setbacks and plot arrangements





Prominent, consistent roofl ines will have a nega  ve impact on surrounding views when abu   ng a rural edge and should be avoided

Breaking up roofl ines creates a posi  ve interface with rural edges, ensuring that the impact of views of new development from 
surrounding loca  ons is minimised
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Layouts should be set out to ensure that safe and convenient access is available for all users. Buildings and landscaping are to be arranged to 
create a  rac  ve places to visit and work.

Temp Image

1

4

3

6

25

1. Areas that are visible to the public must be 
designed to be a  rac  ve and to feel safe

2. Boundary treatments that edge public areas are 
to support a sense of con  nuity and integrate 
well with other structures. They must not appear 
defensive or create a sense that there is a fear of 
crime.

3. The design of common non-plot areas should be 
designed holis  cally to reinforce a sense of place 

and to maximise muli  unc  onality

4. Integrate suds features where appropriate

5. Front entrances should relate to the street and/or 
public areas.  Long blank sides to public areas that 
provide no sense that the area is being overlooked 
should be avoided

6. Priori  se pedestrian and cycle users and design-in 
networks for them from the outset
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Community facili  es are: those uses whose func  on brings community benefi t and performs a public role. 
They are o  en (but not always), in part publicly funded, and can include, schools and colleges, surgeries and 
medical centres, community halls, churches, mee  ng places, leisure centres, sports clubs, and play areas.

Land Use - Community Facili  es

Policy DG-LS8 (Community Facili  es)

The form of community facili  es varies 
considerably depending on their type and func  on. 
Buildings and facili  es that have a community role 
carry a civic responsibility and play an important 
role in the manner in which an area is perceived. 
Proposals for new community facili  es within 
Teignbridge must therefore be:

1. Located:

1. to be well related to the distribu  on of 
facili  es within a neighbourhood (see table 
overleaf) on land that is appropriate for their 
purpose 

2. where access is convenient and suitable for 
all users 

3. near other uses where trips are likely to be 
combined.

4. in prominent loca  ons appropriate to the  
func  on and purpose of the facility and 
should be arranged as components of an 
areas character and legibility.

2. Designed:

1. to be accessible for all users with public 
entrances well related to public areas

2. to create safe outside areas that are well 
overlooked

3. where appropriate, to celebrate their public 
func  on, capture a sense of civic pride and 
be responsive to local and wider views

4. to relate well to the surrounding area  in 
ma  ers such as materials, form, scale, 
propor  on, detail, layout and landscaping

5. to have a  rac  ve, robust boundary 
treatments where necessary

6. to have parking areas that do not dominate 
public areas.

7. to make provision for people on bicycles  
8. to have well located service and waste 

arrangements that have no detrimental 
impact on the func  on or appearance of 
public areas

  

Albany Surgery, Newton Abbot: Well related to a primary route, 
local primary school and convenience store. A new building 
designed in locally dis  nc  ve materials. 
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Table based on work within Shaping Neighbourhoods, Hugh Barton et al, 2010 

Home  Area Neighbourhood District/Small Town

Ap
pr

ox
im

at
e 

“W
ith

in
” 

Di
st

an
ce

s 
fr

om
 

H
om

e 
(k

m
)

10
0 -

 2
00

20
0 -

 3
00

30
0 -

 4
00

40
0

40
0 -

 6
00

60
0 -

 8
00

60
0 -

 1
00

0

80
0 -

 1
00

0

10
00

 - 1
50

0

15
00

 - 2
00

0

20
00

 - 3
00

0

30
00

 - 5
00

0

Todlers Play

Allotments

Playgrounds and Kickabout

Bus Stop

Local Park or Greenspace

Local Centre, Pub, Hall

Access to Green Network

Primary School

Surgery

Playing Fields

Secondary School

Town or District Centre/ Superstore

Leisure Centre

Industrial Estate

6th Form College

Newton Abbot Library is prominently located termina  ng the view along Bank Street and Highweek Street. It has a prominent entrance 
and is embellished with detail that celebrates its public func  on. 
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Green and blue space is: The land that forms part of urban areas that includes parks, squares and woodlands 
as well as street trees, footpaths, cyclepaths, river and stream corridors, drainage features, wetlands and 
other open spaces.  

Land Use - Green and Blue space

Policy DG-LS9 (Green and Blue Spaces)

Green and blue spaces can form networks that 
provide economic, social, and environmental 
benefi ts such as for recrea  on, movement, sport, 
educa  on, ecology and health and can be a link 
to an area’s heritage, tradi  ons and character.  In 
order to achieve these benefi ts, proposals must: 

1. plan to create networks of green and blue 
spaces that:
1. contribute towards the crea  on of an 

a  rac  ve and valuable network that delivers 
relevant GI strategies

2. are designed to be at the heart of the design 
and arrangement of new development 

3. reinforce local character, heritage and 
iden  ty

4. func  on for people, wildlife and drainage 
appropriately

2. design green and blue space to have a clear 
approach to: 

1. Character and appearance including:
1. the degree of formality or informality 

appropriate

2. the aesthe  c and sensory aspects such 
as colours, textures, smells, species, and 
tradi  ons

3. pa  erns of development  - from legibility 
to materials and details 

2. Layout, func  on, and connec  vity ie.
1. for wildlife or/and people, movement, 

play or ac  ve leisure

3. the approach to reconciling confl icts 
between diff erent aspects of design

4. Maintenance opera  ons, their review and 
adap  on, and is to include the methods 
and mechanisms necessary to permanently 
secure the mul  func  onality of spaces 
envisaged at the outset.

Victoria Gardens, Newton Abbot. A small urban park, reinvigorated and now much used by town centre users.
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High quality and well planned cycleways and  footpaths 
help people make healthy travel choices

Play areas  and sports pitches can form an important part 
of the green and blue network

The  Green and Blue network should be 
designed to form a linked sequence of 
spaces.  

A connec  on to 
a nearby park

A safe route to 
visit friends and 
family

An a  rac  ve route to the shops  

A safe cycle route to school or 
work 

A well integrated urban 
square, a component of a 
wider network of routes and 
spaces 
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