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Community Litter Pick Guidance Notes
Thank you for your support in helping to keep our District clear of litter.
  
This guidance pack has been put together to help event organisers plan a 
safe and enjoyable litter pick in their local community. 

It is designed to help you plan the event from start to finish and offers 
practical advice on the arrangements you will need to put in place to help 
maintain the safety of your volunteers.

Before your event

Choosing your site

It is essential that prior to your event you advise and be granted permission by TDC, DCC or private 
landowners if you wish to litter pick on their land. 

Litter picking of areas beside roads should be carried out with extreme caution, due to the risk of being 
struck by vehicles. Litter picking should be restricted to areas where there are wide verges or 
pavements, suitable for pedestrians, and should be carried out facing oncoming traffic. 

Safety of people working on roads, including volunteers is paramount. TDC will not support an event taking place 
on roads of 40 mph or above. Before we can issue the litter picking equipment we need to be satisfied that your 
bespoke risk assessment has taken the recommended control measures detailed on our sample risk assessment 
for working on roads within a speed limit of up to 40 mph into consideration. 

Devon County Council Highways may be able to give you further advice on litter picking adjacent to 
roads. 

It is essential when litter picking adjacent to busy roads that hi-visibility garments are worn and that 
the litter picks are only conducted in good visibility conditions. Volunteers should never clear litter from 
highways.

Avoid working close to rivers, streams, lakes and ditches or on steep slopes, as there is an increased 
risk of slips and falls. 

Do not enter an area, or attempt to litter pick an area, where works are restricted, are already taking 
place (for example road works) or where the public do not have a right to entry. 

Please be mindful of wildlife. Avoid disturbing animals and birds that may be nesting and also be wary 
of wasp and bee nests. 

You will need to provide TDC with details of the areas you plan to pick on the booking form 
before the litter picking equipment can be issued.

Risk assessment

Prior to any event it is important that as the event organiser you assess any potential risks and 
hazards by carrying out a visual site inspection and risk assessment of the areas that you wish to litter 
pick at the event.
 



Insurance 

Obtaining public liability insurance is very important as this will provide cover for your legal liability 
arising from accidental damage or injury that may occur during the event, including damage or injury to 
a member of the public or their property. 

If you represent an organisation such as a parish or town council it is probable that you already have 
insurance in place but it is important to check that litter picking activities are covered under such 
insurance. 

We will need to see a copy of your insurance policy. If your group does not have a policy in 
place, please indicate this on your booking form. 

Disclaimer 

Volunteers should not participate in litter picks unless they understand and accept that participation is 
entirely at their own risk. Volunteers are not working for, or on behalf of Teignbridge District Council 
and therefore the Council cannot be held liable for any loss, damage or injury caused as a result of the 
actions and omissions of volunteers.

Protective Clothing and Equipment 

The Council, subject to availability, can provide a kit containing the following equipment:

• Disposable gloves 
• 20 x Reflective hi-visibility waistcoats 
• 20 x Litter picker gadgets
 
If there are not enough litter pickers for each volunteer we recommend that they work in pairs, with one 
using the litter picker and one holding the bag. Please ensure that volunteers do not pick litter with 
their hands.

High visibility jackets should be worn at all times.

It is also recommended that volunteers wear strong boots or shoes and carry, or work with someone 
who has a mobile phone.

You may have already produced a suitable risk assessment to cover your event, but if not, a sample 
litter picking risk assessment template is available at www.teignbridge.gov.uk/communitylitterpicks. 
This template must be made bespoke to your event and the area you will be litter picking.

As the event organiser you should ensure that all people involved in the litter pick are made aware of 
the findings of the risk assessment before the litter pick begins.

You will need to provide TDC with a copy of your bespoke risk assessment before the litter 
picking equipment can be issued.



Weather 

Ensure volunteers are suitably dressed for the weather. If it is hot and sunny applying sunscreen, 
wearing a cap and long sleeved shirts are advised to protect against sunburn. Bottled water is also 
advisable to guard against dehydration. If the weather is cold, wet or windy volunteers should wear 
clothing that will keep them warm and dry. 

Poor visibility conditions resulting from time of day or weather conditions may significantly increase 
the risks associated with litter picking, especially on roads. 
Consideration should be given to arranging the event for suitable times of day and suspending the 
event if visibility reduces.

Young volunteers

A suitable adult should always supervise volunteers under the age of 18 and permission for their 
participation should be gained from a parent or guardian. In the interest of safeguarding children, 
adults tasked with supervising or working with volunteers under the age of 18 should be DBS 
checked.

Hygiene

To avoid illness from poor hygiene, all those taking part in the litter pick should;

• Wear gloves
• Cover any cuts and grazes with surgical tape or waterproof plasters
• Avoid rubbing the mouth and eyes whilst working
• After the event hands and forearms should be washed before eating, drinking, smoking or going to 
the toilet.

Issuing equipment

Explain how to use the litter picking equipment and highlight that they should not pick up litter with 
their hands.

Disposal

Leave the litter collected in the collection point that has been pre-arranged with the Council.

Further resources

Further advice is available from www.keepbritaintidy.org or www.litteraction.org.uk if required.

If you would like to book our litter picking kit please complete the booking form which can 
be found at www.teignbridge.gov.uk/communitylitterpicks

Day of  the event

Signing in and mobile numbers

Make sure everyone has signed an attendance list and read the risk assessment. Ensure mobile 
phone numbers have been provided and confirm an end time and meeting point.

Health and safety briefing

At the start of your event you should briefly explain all the hazards you have identified in your risk 
assessment.
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arising from accidental damage or injury that may occur during the event, including damage or injury to 
a member of the public or their property. 

If you represent an organisation such as a parish or town council it is probable that you already have 
insurance in place but it is important to check that litter picking activities are covered under such 
insurance. 

We will need to see a copy of your insurance policy. If your group does not have a policy in 
place, please indicate this on your booking form. 
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Volunteers should not participate in litter picks unless they understand and accept that participation is 
entirely at their own risk. Volunteers are not working for, or on behalf of Teignbridge District Council 
and therefore the Council cannot be held liable for any loss, damage or injury caused as a result of the 
actions and omissions of volunteers.
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using the litter picker and one holding the bag. Please ensure that volunteers do not pick litter with 
their hands.

High visibility jackets should be worn at all times.
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picking equipment can be issued.


