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1:0 Introduction

The purpose of this Character Statement is to 
provide a basic summary of the elements that 
together contribute to the special character and 
appearance of the conservation area. Its initial 
value will be to inform planning decisions and 
provide a better understanding of the area.  It 
will provide the basis of a public consultation 
exercise.  

It is intended also to be supporting information 
for a conservation area extension. 

The appraisal and managment plan was 
adopted by Teignbridge District Council as  
Technical Guidance Documents on �9th May 
�008.  Fieldwork was completed on �st May 
�008.  It is hoped that local residents, the Town 
Council, Devon County Council and others 
(such as utility companies) should also find the 
document useful. 

The Conservation Area Appraisal has been 
compiled to analyse the Conservation Area.  The 
Management Plan is to be read in conjunction 
with the Appraisal and puts forward proposals 
for its future which may be extensions and 
revisions to boundaries and how it will be 
managed.

1.1 Community involvement
Prior to commencing preparation of the 
draft document Teignmouth Town Council, 
Teignmouth and Shaldon Museum and ward 
members were counsulted.

Displays were made available at the local library, 
documents are available to view at the local 
Council offices and consultation is available 
online. The consultation was advertised throught 
the local media and Council channels.  Views 
were invited from Teignmouth and Shaldon 
Museum, Teignmouth Town Council, Ward 
Members, English Heritage and Devon County 
and site notices were posted locally.  A second 
public consultation was advertised locally 
showing revised conservation area boundary 
extensions. A public meeting was held on �� 
March �008.
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Listed Buildings
Conservation Area Boundary

2:0 Facts and figures

Date of original designation: ��/��/�97�
Date of modified designation: �5/��/�994
Number of listed buildings: Grade I =0, Grade II* = �, Grade II = ��9.
Size of conservation area:  �9.60 hectares

Map 1 Teignmouth Town Centre Conservation Areas
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3.0 Location and Geology

3.1 Location and setting
The Town Centre Conservation Area at 
Teignmouth includes the historic parts of the 
town that lie south of the A379, in a roughly 
triangular shape that has the estuary of the 
River Teign on one side and the sea on the 
other.  Apart from along its north-side fringes, 
where the ground begins to rise and continues 
to rise to scale the heights of Holcombe Down, 
natural ground levels are generally low at 
around three to four metres, with only the man 
made Promenade reaching just above five.  This 
is because it occupies a sand spit deposited in 
geological time across the mouth of the Teign, 
and land reclaimed from the estuary and sea - 
most notably the tidal estuary of the River Tame, 
a small stream also at Brimley Brook that flowed 
down from Holcombe Down before turning west 
near the railway station to cross an expanse of 
tidal marsh en route to the River Teign.

The modern town actually originated as 
two separate settlements, East and West 
Teignmouth, on either side of the Tame.  West 
Teignmouth was on the estuary side, north of 
the Tames marshes, while East Teignmouth 
was on the seaward side; originally with the 
site of St Michael's Church as its focus, but 
later extending south-westwards across the 
sand bar to gain long shorelines that faced 
both the estuary and sea. 

3.2 Geology

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Teignbridge District Council. Licence No: �000�4�9�.

Fig 1  Red breccia often rendered

Fig 2  Grey limestone thought to 
be from Torquay Quarries normally 
for higher grade buildings and 
often coarsedMap 3 Estuary of the Tame c1750 (Diagramatic)
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4.0 Historical Background and   
 Development

4.1 Historical background
The earliest record of Teignmouth’s existence 
is in a charter of �044, issued by Edward the 
Confessor when granting a parcel of land to 
Leofric - a chaplain of the Saxon King who 
later became Bishop of Exeter.  The land 
was at Dawlish, but it stretched as far as the 
River Teign where the sites of St Michael’s 
church and the salt pans on the River Tame 

were used to define its boundary. These were 
located in the area that was later to become 
East Teignmouth, whereas what became West 
Teignmouth formed part of another parcel of 
land that the King granted to Leofric in the 
year �050.  This was at Bishopsteignton, but it 
stretched as far west as Chudleigh and to the 
boundary of East Teignmouth that followed the 
course of the River Tame. 

Neither East nor West Teignmouth were 
mentioned specifically in the Domesday Book 
(�086), both being included as part of the Manors 
they occupied. It seems the nearest settlements 
then were at Dawlish and Bishopsteignton, while 
at the sites of East and West Teignmouth there 

was probably little more than a rudimentary 
church (St Michael’s) and a few fishermen’s and 
salt worker’s huts.

It is clear, though, that they both grew in stature 
during Norman times probably on account of the 
demand for salt and the increasing importance of 
the harbour, as by the middle of the �3th century 
both had been granted charters to hold weekly 
markets and an annual fair.  West Teignmouth 
had become a separate parish with a church of 
its own (albeit a daughter church, St James, to 

the mother church at Bishopsteignton), and was 
now the larger of the two settlements with the 
harbour within its bounds.  As a port it ranked 
equally with the likes of Dartmouth, Plymouth 
and Lyme Regis, and by the early �4th century 
was thriving in the trade of fish and salt.  

Little is known of West Teignmouth’s fortunes 
during the �4th and �5th centuries, although it 
was raided by French ‘pyrates’ in �340, who ‘set 
fire to the town and burnt it up’. 

During the �6th century both East and West 
Teignmouth passed from the Church into private 
hands.  Around this time, and possibly resulting 
from the change, West Teignmouth’s increase in 

Fig 3  Aerial Photo of Teignmouth Town Centre
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population led it to develop a more independent 
existence separate from Bishopsteignton.  This 
was founded on the growth of the fishing industry 
and the increasing demand for salt – particularly 
following the discovery of Newfoundland and the 
abundancy of cod off its shores. Many personal 
fortunes began to be amassed as the trade in 
fish, and with Newfoundland itself, continued 
right through the �7th and �8th centuries. 
There were setbacks, however, which seeded 
Teignmouth’s future as an important seaside 
resort.  The production of salt ceased in �69� 
when it became cheaper and easier to import 
the commodity from Cheshire, while the effects 
of the Civil War had earlier caused a decline in 
prosperity.  Most devastating of all, however, 
was the raid by the French fleet on the �6th 
July �690. It was claimed that out of the 300 
houses in the settlements (including Shaldon), 
�88 were damaged, with ��6 actually burnt to 
the ground.  �40 of the population were made 
homeless, and many livelihoods lost, since ten 
ships in the harbour and many fishing boats and 
nets were also destroyed.

The rebuilding that followed set both the 
settlements on course for more prosperous 
times; first as a port on the West Teignmouth 
side of the Tame and then as a resort on the 
East. There was a considerable fishing industry 
supplied by local catches as well as those 
brought from Newfoundland.  Clay from the 
Teign Valley began to be exported in �700, 
reaching 500 tons by �740 and nearly �0,000 
tons by �785.  Granite, manganese, timber, 
bark, wool and cider were amongst other 
exports, while imports included coal and iron as 
well as groceries from London, that formed part 
of its developing coastal trade.  Clay in particular 

was dispatched 
to Bristol and 
Liverpool, with 
much finding 
its way to the 
S t a f f o r d s h i r e 
potteries.  

The idea of 
reclaiming the 
estuary of the 
Tame was first 
put forward in 
about �750, while 
in �798 a wall 
between the Den 
and Fore Street 

was proposed as an interim measure, and by 
�800 had been constructed. This was probably 
in the form of a causeway on the line of 
Somerset Place, although no visible remains are 
known.  West Teignmouth grew fast, reaching 
three times the population of East Teignmouth 
by �80� (�,5�8 against 484). By �805 it had 
developed along streets leading down from the 
church to the edge of the Tame – which was 
on the line of Teign Street; then called Market 
Street as West Teignmouth’s market was held 
on the site of No.36.  East Teignmouth too 
had begun to expand, both in the vicinity of St 
Michael's and in the area of Northumberland 
Place and Somerset Place which continued the 
line of Fore Street across the newly reclaimed 
land (excavations in Somerset Place in the 
�930's revealed the water-logged remains of a 
timber boat)

Not long after, it seems, the estuary had been 
completely reclaimed since a map of �8�8 shows 
it mostly developed.  Indeed, it also illustrates 
the remarkable pace at which East Teignmouth 
was being developed, including the main sea-
facing frontages of Den Crescent and Courtenay 
Place; both sides of Northumberland Place, the 
estuary side of the Strand and streets such as 
Brunswick, Regent Street and Wellington Street 
in between - all shifting the town's population 
centre southwards and creating the essential 
characteristics of a seaside town.  A summer 
visitor in that year actually described the town 
as “excellent, with good shops, good libraries 
(fig 8)  and very handsome public rooms”.  It 
was much earlier, however, around the middle 
of the �8th century, that Teignmouth’s reputation 
as a favoured seaside resort began to build, 
being described in the Grand Gazetteer  in �759 
as “beautified with handsome and delightful 
buildings” and having “very wholesome air, 
especially in the summer season wherefore 
‘tis frequented and visited both for health and 
recreation”.  Even then it could boast two bathing 
machines that were amongst the earliest to be  
used in Devon (fig 6).

Fig 5  Warehouse on Old Quay Road

Fig 4  Former Ice Factory
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Particularly in its 
favour was the 
fact that many 
of Teignmouth’s 
leading citizens 
were sea 
captains, and at 
the end of the 
Napoleonic Wars 
(�8�5) the town 
became a haven 
for admirals and 
retired captains 
who were living on 
their prize monies.  
One such dignitary 
was Admiral Sir 

Edward Pellew, who retired to Westbrook (later 
Bitton) House. Other affluent professionals 
followed, including Jack Spratt, retired servants 
of the Crown, the City and the East India 
Company, all seeking fashionable residences 
by the sea.  

The two ‘village’ churches had to be rebuilt 
(between �8�9 and �8�3) so as to accommodate 
the increasing number of well-to-do residents 
and visitors, while a whole range of public 
buildings, shops, hotels and lodging houses 
were built with visitors foremost in mind.  At 
first it was near the sea, in East Teignmouth, 
that most of this development took place, but 
later the hillside to the north, became a chosen 
site for a number of elegant villas – as well as 
houses in terraces for the town’s increasing 
workforce.  This gathered pace after the arrival 
of the Railway in �846; an event that didn’t 
greatly affect the town’s prosperity but rather 
helped to sustain its growth, not only as a resort 
but as a port as well.  Two new quays were built 
in the �8�0’s and �880’s. the first by George 
Templer for the export of Haytor granite (fig 
��), and the second to take schooners which 
brought in cod and took away ball clay.  There 
were also three ship-building yards, and by 

�897 the port handled ���,�00 tons and was 
home to 44 fishing boats (employing �75 men 
and boys) �� merchant vessels and � tugs.  

The town's main aspirations, however, were 
towards establishing itself as a sea-side resort.  
By �840 the once desolate scrubland of the 
Den 'destitute of either utility or beauty' had 
become the centre of fashionable Teignmouth, 
surrounded by carriageways and very elegant 
new houses, hotels and public buildings like 
the Assembly Rooms.  Significant numbers 
of not quite so grandiose houses were also 
built nearby on Regent Street, Northumberland 
Place and the Strand, while to the east, the 
main centres for lodging houses were Spring 
Gardens, Regents Place, Wellington Row and 
Hollands Row.  The Library which opened 
in �8�5 (now W H Smiths, fig 8) was a key 
feature of the aspiring resort as it was primarily 
a place for people to congregate during the day 
between bathing and dining.  Teignmouth's first 
theatre was built in �80�, a second in �8��, a 

third in �847 in Northumberland Place and yet 
another some years later in Somerset Place.  

The original parts of the Pleasure Pier (fig �8) 
were built between �865 and �867 to epitomise 
Teignmouth's appearance as an English sea-
side town, although early in its eventful life it 
was almost transferred to Paignton!  It was also 
used to segregate bathers on the beach, with 
gentlemen to one side and ladies the other.
During the second half of the �9th century 

4.
0 

H
is

to
ric

al
 B

ac
kg

ro
un

d 
&

 D
ev

el
op

m
en

t

Fig 6  Jane Rose Bathing 
Guide c1850

Fig 8  Former library c1815 by WE Rolfe of London

Fig 7 c1850
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Teignmouth continued to expand and acquire 
new facilities.  By �889 it had three banks, two 
in Bank Street and one in Wellington Street.  
The Post Office in Den Road was built in  �886 
(fig �0) while in �883 a new Market Hall was 
built in Brunswick Street only to be bombed in 
the war.  Early in �0th century Bitton Park  was 
made into a Pleasure Ground, and in �9�0  
bowling green and tennis courts were created 
on the Den.

Changes to the older parts of Teignmouth  during 
the �0th century were mainly the consequence 
of bombing raids suffered during the Second 
World War and the construction of the dual 
carriageway, together resulting in the loss 
of several tightly-knit streets.  Nevertheless, 
Teignmouth's historical development from two 
separate settlements into a fashionable resort is 
still evidenced today by the pattern of its streets 
and buildings which, in the Conservation Area, 
may be defined through three quite distinctive  
zones shown.

l	 East Teignmouth, characterised 
 by tight-knit streets and modestly-
 scaled buildings, with the site of St 
 Michael's Church its ancient focus

l    West Teignmouth and the Estuary 
 Frontage, similarly characterised 
 by tight-knit streets and modestly-
 scaled buildings but with the 
 quayside and river beach as its focus, 
and

l The Resort Town, which separates 
 the two, characterised by broad 
 streets and quite substantial 
 buildings with the Den its principal   
 focus.
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Fig 11 French Street Fig 12  Teign Street

Fig 13  River Beach

Fig 14  1 - 5 Den Crescent

Fig 10  Post Office, Den Road

Fig 9  Regent Place c1835



��

Teignmouth Town Centre Character Appraisal

1
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2

1
Map 5  Zones of Character

West Teignmouth and River Frontage

The Resort Town

East Teignmouth
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5.0  Archaeology

The archaeological background set out below 
relates to the town as a whole and is based 
on information that is currently held in Devon 
County Council’s Historic Environment Record.  
This knowledge is likely to evolve and be 
revised over time.

5.1 Prehistoric
There are no known prehistoric sites within 
Teignmouth, although prehistoric activity is 
known from the area by the finds of a Bronze 
Age axe in a garden in West Teignmouth, flint 
scatters and a possible Bronze Age funerary 
monument to the north-east of the modern 
town.  In addition, late prehistoric and Romano-
British settlement and enclosures have been 
identified on slopes overlooking the estuary, 
including a particularly complex site west of 
Higher Coombe Farm to the north-west of the 
modern town.

5.2 Roman
While no Roman sites are recorded within the 
town, several finds of coins from this period 
have been made.  It is not clear, however, 
whether these represent Roman activity or are 
chance finds of coins collected by antiquarians 
and subsequently lost or discarded.

5.3 Saxon
Although a church was recorded at East 
Teignmouth in �044 to suggest a possible 
settlement here, no Saxon remains have been 
exposed within the town.

5.4 Medieval
Both parish churches have medieval origins 
and their associated settlements would have 
been located in their vicinity, including the sites 
of the markets both were allowed to hold from 
the middle of the �3th century.  A possible site 
for the market in East Teignmouth is suggested 
by the irregular layout of properties to the west 
of St Michael’s church – in the vicinity of French 
Street – which may represent encroachment of 
an ancient market. 

The population of both these settlements would 
have undoubtedly been involved in the fishing 
industry, while salt for the curing of fish was 
made on the strand.  The salt works were 
demolished about �69� though their remains 
were visible for many years later.  The site of the 
salterns formed part of the boundary of land at 
Dawlish granted to Leofric in a charter of �044 
by Edward the Confessor.

A leper hospital, St Mary Magdalene, was 
recorded in Teignmouth in �307 and dissolved 
in �547, but its precise location is unknown.

5.5 Post Medieval and Modern   
Two forts were constructed in the �8th century 
on The Den in response to a local fear of attack 
by the French, and were ruinous by the late �8th 
or early �9th centuries.  The remains of one 
was still visible in the early �9th century but had 
entirely disappeared by �873.  A windmill also 
stood on The Den in the vicinity of the former 
Royal Hotel but its exact location has been lost 
to later development, while north of the pier a 
rocket battery was located during WWII.  

On the east side of the town there is evidence of 
maritime industries, with late �9th and early �0th 
maps showing the position of ship and timber 
yards as well as the former Old Quay which 
was served by a railway siding and turntable.  
The international importance of Teignmouth as 
a port is attested, however, by the presence of 
a designated wreck 
dating to the �6th or 
�7th century, which 
is possibly Venetian 
in origin and lies off 
Church Rocks 9 (fig 
�6).  The remains of 
another boat were 
found during the 
excavation of a site 
in Somerset Place 
in the area that was 
formerly part of the 
tidal estuary of the 
Tame.

5.6 Sites with 
Statutory Protection
There are no scheduled Ancient Monuments 
within the town. 

Fig 16  Minion cannon 
recovered from the wreck 
bearing the crest of 
Sigismundo Alberghetti of 
Venice now in Teignmouth 
and Shaldon museum.
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Fig 15  Church of St Michaels the Archangel 1821
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5.7 Archaeological Potential

The two separate historic cores of the town, 
around the parish churches, offer the highest 
potential for the survival of archaeological 
deposits that date from the earliest medieval 
settlement of East and West Teignmouth, 
while on the outskirts are sites of known 
prehistoric date indicating a continuity of 

human occupation in this area over thousands 
of years.  There is also high potential for the 
survival of water-logged artefacts preserved in 
silts sealed by later reclamation and building 
– in particular in the harbour area, in areas 
of reclamation north and east of the present 
quays, in low lying areas of the town and 
beneath The Den. 
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6.0 Activites and Uses

The range of activities and uses carried on 
in the Conservation Area today reflects the 
continuing importance of Teignmouth, not 
only as a tourist resort but as a shopping 
centre, a port, a place for retirement and not 
least a place to live and work - or indeed 
commute from, on account of the ease of 
access to other centres such as Newton 
Abbot or Exeter.

Town centre uses of an 'all-seasons' nature, 
including shops, offices and banks, are strung 
out along the line of Teign Street, Bank Street 
and Wellington Street, culminating at The 

Triangle (fig �7) and with a few short roads 
branching off Somerset Place, Den Road, 
and Triangle Place are perhaps the more 
significant of these, but here, as along the 
other branches that lead to the sea-front, 
more seasonal uses such as cafe's and 
gift shops begin to prevail - and are a hive 
of activity throughout the tourist season.  
This is true, of course, of The Den and Den 
Promenade (fig �6) that run the length of the 
resort's sea-side beach, since most of the 
town's tourist attractions are located here, 

including the Pier and the Carlton Theatre, 
outdoor facilities for bowling and miniature 
golf, and an area of play equipment - all 
supplementing the park-like greens of The 
Den.

Facing The Den for most of its length are 
the impressive terraces that epitomise 
Teignmouth's 'coming of age' as a fashionable 
English sea-side resort (fig �9).  All but 
the Royal Court (which replaced the Royal 
Hotel) were built in the �9th century to 
satisfy demands for 'sea-view' holiday 
accommodation - which, in slightly different 
guises, many continue to do so today.

To the west on the estuary side of the 
town, where the Conservation Area abuts 
the modern port, industrial uses continue 
to operate from premises on and near to 
the quaysides (fig �0).  Some of the older 
buildings here are actually located on earlier 

waterfronts, including the large warehouse 
that survives on Old Quay Street (fig 5) and the 
range of single-storey workshops occupying 
the corner site at the junction of Osmond's 
Lane and Somerset Place.  Other industrial 

Fig 17  The Triangle

Fig 18  Den Promenade and Pier

Fig 20  Former Slaughterhouse 

Fig 19  6 - 10 Den Crescent
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buildings have been subsequently converted 
or modified to serve residential and other 
uses, including the former Ice House (fig 4) 
that was associated with the fishing industry 
(situated behind the Methodist Church in 
Somerset Place, and now in community 
use).

Although backed by residential properties 
for much of its length, the river-beach to the 
south of the quays is primarily a 'working' 
beach and not one for bathing or leisure.  
Indeed, many of the houses and flats occupy 
sites that were formerly used a timber and 
shipwright's yards which were accessed 
directly off the beach (fig �4).

The houses in particular typify the way 
permanent housing has been integrated into 
the part of the town; cheek by jowl with 
its three principal components - the port, 
the resort and the shopping centre.  This 
is in something of a peripheral manner, 
along adjacent and in-between streets and 
passageways.  Generally the houses are 
mostly small to modest, but exceptionally, 
along Orchard gardens, they are substantial 
indeed and similar in quality to those facing 
The Den.

Fig 21  New Quay constructed in 1820 for George 
Templar to export Haytor granite to London Bridge

Fig 24 Back Beach

Fig 22  Former mortuary
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7.0 Landscape and Streetscape

The Landscape around Teignmouth is 
characterized by undulating rounded hills, small 
ridges & enclosed valleys leading off the Haldon 
Ridge, with distinctive red cliffs at the coast. It 
is a patchwork of mixed farmland with small to 
medium sized fields with hedgerows, mature 
trees & mixed woodland. Field systems are 
predominantly medieval, many based on former 
strip fields. There are also some post-medieval 
and modern enclosures, a number of areas 
of former orchards and secondary woodland 
and woodland grown up on former fields. The 
dramatic coastline of red cliffs is marked by 
mature trees & scrub and the railway line and 
sandy beach form the coastal frontage of the 
town.

The most outstanding views of Teignmouth in 
its landscape setting are gained either from the 
road that approaches the town alongside the 
Teign Estuary  (and indeed from the A380 where 
it bridges the higher reaches of the estuary 
near Newton Abbot), or from the Shaldon side 
of the estuary where almost aerial panoramas 

are gained from the rising heights of The Ness 
(fig �5).  While the former capture the low-
lying nature of the town and the very intimate 
relationship it has with its maritime setting, the 
latter embraces both its wider, coastal setting 
with a backdrop of steep hills and cliffs, and also 
the differing characters of the town itself, with the 
resort and pleasure beach exposed to the sea 

on one side and the harbour and working beach 
sheltered within the estuary on the other.

In addition to its landscape setting and the 
buildings located therein, the character of the 
Conservation Area derives also from the features 
that occupy and compromise the buildings' 
immediate setting, including open spaces, 
boundaries, street surfaces, trees and street 
furniture.

7.1 Significant open spaces
Of the open spaces in the area, the most 
significant is The Den. The Den occupies part 

of a sand spit and was 
once covered with 
scrub. By �759 it was an 
area of pasture with an 
old fort and the site of a 
windmill. To the north lay 
the marshes and brook 
of the River Tame along 
with old salt works and 
salt pans. The fort may 
date from the �7th-�8th 
century or possibly even 
earlier to the �4th-�5th  
century, due to attacks 
by the French fleet. By 
the early �8th century 
the Tame marshes had 
been reclaimed and the 
town expanded.     

Fig 25  View of Conservation Area from Shaldon Golf Course

7.
0 

 
La

nd
sc

ap
e 

an
d 

St
re

et
sc

ap
e

Fig 27  The Den and Pier

Fig 26  Den crescent
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By �8�8 the main sea-facing frontages of Den 
Crescent and Courtenay Place had been built 
and by �840 the Den had become the centre 
of fashionable Teignmouth, surrounded by 
carriageways and very elegant new houses, 
hotels and public buildings like the Assembly 
Rooms.

Although subsequently altered the original 
Pleasure Pier was built between �865 and �867, 
with Powderham Terrace completed in �869, 
while the Den was bought by the town authority 
with a view to laying it out as a ‘pleasure ground’. 
The �889/90 maps show the Den laid out as a 
park with the promenade running the length of 
the beach, the pier, and the impressive terraces 
facing the Den.

There is no evidence of the fort or windmill by 
this time, but an �8th century canon battery 
is shown, along with a fountain, flagstaff and 
lighthouse. The Den was laid out with three main 
lawns with a perimeter path and two crossing 
paths; from Northumberland Place to the battery 
and from the East Devon & Teignmouth Club 
(formerly the Assembly Rooms) to a fountain and 
the pier. There was tree/shrub planting opposite 
Powderham Terrace and at the Northumberland 
Place entrance, at the Club building entrance 
and the north corner, opposite Courtenay Place. 
The promenade was laid out with ornamental 
beds and seating. In the late �9th and early �0th 
century the extensive lawns of the Den provided 
the perfect setting for the towns most 
elegant and prestigious buildings set off 
in a manner reminiscent of the Royal 
Crescent in Bath. 

By the �930’s a bowling green and pavilion 
had been constructed at the north end. 
Tennis courts were constructed later at 
the south end, along with a paddling pool 
on the promenade.  The modern buildings 
introduced along the sea-front during the 
late �0th century, excluding perhaps the 
pair of traditionally designed shelters, 
are generally non-descript in character 
and tend to detract from the elegance 
that formerly prevailed. Further recent 
development has taken place including a large 
play area, crazy golf course and café/kiosk. 
Although the original planting appears to have 
been lost, the tradition of ornamental planting 
continues along the promenade beds and new 
planting around the play area. 

A  row of four Limes  
opposite Den Terrace 
are a positive feature and 
probably date from the 
�950’s. The �8th century 
canon battery has 
disappeared, although 
the lighthouse (fig �8) 
remains. 

The incremental 
development of the 
park over the late �0th 
and early ��st centuries has resulted in some 
loss of its historic open character, however the 
central open lawns still provide the setting for 
Den Crescent and Den Terrace and the space 
remains the principal focus for the resort town. 
The views to The Ness at Shaldon and along 
the promenade to St. Michael’s Church and the 
cliffs towards Holcombe are maintained and 
the promenade continues along the frontage of 
Courtenay Place to the esplanade, providing a 
link to East Teignmouth. 

Other open spaces in the Area contribute 
positively to its identity and character, but have 
origins that owe little to such formal planning.  
They were created in an almost ad hoc fashion 
as the street pattern developed across the 
land that was being reclaimed.  As well as 
acting as important focal points in both a 
visual and community sense, they also have 

historical interest, the chief of them being The 
Triangle which, in one direction, flows into 
Little Triangle (fig �9) and in another into the 
tightly enclosed space at the entry to Lower 
Brook Street.  

Fig 29  The Triangle
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The small court on 
the north side of 
Teign Street between 
Numbers 9 and 
�3 is of particular 
interest (fig 3�) 
also even though 
its architectural 
character has 
been somewhat 
c o m p r o m i s e d 
by modern 
development.  It 
was here that Saxe 
Street and Commercial Street were accessed, 
the former being one of the oldest routes in 
the town between St James Church and the 
'original' bank of the Tame.  When the Tame 
was reclaimed the Saxe Street route was 
continued southwards to the harbour along 
Sun Lane.  The wide irregular space where 
Somerset Place and Northumberland Place 
conjoin has similar interest as well since this 
is where the Tame's estuary was at its widest 
before it was reclaimed (fig 30).

Rather more negative in their impact, 
however, are the open spaces that were 
formerly occupied by buildings and which, 
in an historical and visual sense, were 
integral parts of a continuous street frontage.  
Notwithstanding its present-day purpose 
and treatment, the gap site on Teign Street 
between Number 9 and The Teign Brewery 
public house has a jarring impact on the 
formerly tight-knit character of the street - 
as indeed does the open car park formerly 
occupied by the Market Building complex.

7.2 Paving surfaces
Historic paving surfaces in the Area have 
largely been replaced or covered in tarmac, 
with only a few examples of original limestone 
kerbs surviving, for example at Dawlish Street 
and along Forester's Terrace and Ivy Lane. 

7.3 Walls, railings, gates and street furniture
Towards the end of the �0th century most 
of the centre's main shopping streets 
were completely resurfaced as part of a 
pedestrianisation programme.  This work 
progressed over a period of years using 
a range of materials including patterned 
and plain bricks, natural stone and concrete 
setts and small rectangular concrete slabs.  
Part and parcel of this programme was the 
introduction of purpose-designed benches, 
bollards and lamp standards that identify with 
the town and its history.  The lamp standards 
(fig 34), in particular, are elegant and of a scale 
that is entirely 
in keeping with 
the grandeur of 
The Den and the 
broader streets 
in the centre 
between Bank 
Street and The 
Triangle.  In 
the narrower 
streets where 
the buildings 
have a smaller, 
d o m e s t i c 
scale, the lamp 
standards that reproduce a Victorian design 
appear more appropriate in terms of their 
scale and workaday character (e.g. in Teign 
Street).
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Fig 30  Somerset Place & Northumberland Place

Fig 31  Teign Street

Fig 32 & 33 Candy tiles & 
modern pavors

Fig 34  Modern lighting
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Boundary walls to front garden areas or 
yards are uncommon throughout most of 
the Conservation Area as the majority of 
buildings are sited at the back of the pavement 
along regular 
buildings lines.  
They are, however, 
a significant 
characteristic of the 
grander terraces, 
both in Orchard 
Gardens and 
along the sea front 
- nearly all with a 
rendered finish and 
most still with their 
original, elegant 
gate piers that are 
capped with a range 
of decorative finials.  

Black-painted railings with traditional cast-
iron heads remain a feature of some of the 
sea-front terraces, such as at Den Crescent 
and South View.  Some have been removed, 
however, along with some of the walls and 
gate piers, mainly to accommodate parked 
cars.

Other old walls in the Area not only contribute 
towards the Area's visual character but its 
historical interest too, such as the grey 
limestone sections at the back of the estuary 
beach which were probably associated with a 
former, boat-yard, use.  The rendered wall in 
front of Thomas Luny House in Teign Street, 
on the other hand, not only encloses its semi-
secluded forecourt but also enhances the 

street scene 
by continuing 
the line of 
the frontage 
between the 
properties on 
either side.  
One of the most 
cha rac te r fu l 
walls in the 
Area, however, 
is the one 
c o n s t r u c t e d 
of local red 
sandstone that 
now forms the 
boundary between the car park in Quay Road 
and Sun Lane (fig 37) - while perhaps the 
most significant historically are the Dartmoor-
granite walls of the New Quay constructed in 
�8�0 (fig ��).

Other pieces of street furniture that contribute 
positively towards the Area's historic and 
visual character are the letterboxes in Teign 
Street and at the north end of The Strand (the 

first wall-mounted and the 
second free-standing) and 
the red telephone kiosks; 
one at the south end of The 
Strand next to the car park 
and the other two on the 
approach to Lower Brook 
Street from The Triangle.  
The letterbox in Teign 
Street is, in fact, a very rare 
example, being one of the 
few surviving in the District 
from the reign of Queen 
Victoria (fig 38).

Fig 39  Listed K6 telephone boxes
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Fig 37 Breccia wall

Fig 35 Decorative walls

Fig 36  Boundary walls and gate piers

Fig 38 Victorian 
letterbox in Teign 
Street, Blue Anchor



�3

Teignmouth Town Centre Character Appraisal

Trees are not common in this part of 
Teignmouth, mainly due to the commercial 
use of many of the buildings; the tight-knit 
nature of building plots and the general 
absence of front garden areas.  Of the few 
that do exist, most have been planted in 
recent years to enhance the improvement 
schemes at The Triangle (where there was 
formerly a single oak that was planted in 
�837 to commemorate Queen Victoria's 
coronation), Pellew Court on Teign Street, 
and at the broad junction of French Street 

with Regent Street.  Others single examples 
are dotted around (such as in Somerset 
Place and Den Road), while a significant 
row exists along Den Crescent outside Royal 
Court.  No longer in place, however, is the 
avenue of trees that once adorned the length 
of Orchard Gardens.  Its reinstatement, and 
continuation into Den Road, (as proposed in 
the Local Plan) would therefore recreate a 
most attractive and authentic setting for the 
'high status' buildings alongside (fig 40).

Fig 40  Orchard Gardens
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8.0 Architecture

The intensive building activity during the �9th 
and early �0th centuries which accompanied 
Teignmouth's rapid development into a 
fashionable sea-side resort gave the town 
a very elegant and quite unified appearance  
mainly because most of the buildings were 
designed in a polite and dignified classical 
style that was characterised chiefly by 
tall, well-proportioned, multi-paned sash 
windows, rendered elevations and a range 

of architectural features that became more 
numerous and lavish as the era progressed.  
The pair of terraces on either side of the 
former Assembly Rooms in Den Cresent, 
for example, date from �8�5, and are 
relatively plain in comparison to neighbouring 
Powderham Terrace (fig 4�) and South View 
which were built forty-five and fifty years 
later.  Amongst the most decorative looking 
of all, however, is the terrace of five facing 
west on Orchard Garden (fig 40) which was 
built later still around �890.  These imposing 
terraces, and others like them close by in 
Orchard Gardens and facing the Den and 
Den Promenade are grand in scale and 
high in quality and epitomise the status 
Teignmouth gained as a truly fashionable 
seaside resort.  As a group they display more 
or less every kind of architectural device and 

ornament in a manner and to a degree which 
is typical of their various ages.  Contributing 
also towards their character and interest is 
the way each building in a terrace is related 
to its neighbour. They are often identical, 
sometimes in mirror image and sometimes 
with changes to produce either symmetrical 
or asymmetrical compositions.  Of special 
significance are the terraces facing The Den, 
and the way each is positioned in relation 
to the others; and in this regard the formal 
arrangement of the pair of curved terraces at 
Den Crescent, with former Assembly Rooms 
acting as pivot, are especially important.

Buildings elsewhere in the Conservation Area 
are less grand overall, although the former 
London Hotel and the substantial terraced 
compositions on Bank Street, Wellington 
Street, Den Road and Somerset Place tend 
to heighten the significance of their 'town 
centre' location.  Generally, they share the 
same architectural  attributes, with classical 
styling dominant and elevations ranging from 
plain to highly decorative.

Fig 41  Powderham Terrace

Fig 42  6 Orchard 
Gardens          
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Fig 44  1 Regent Street

Fig 43  14-16 Orchard 
Gardens
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As might be expected, decorative architectural 
features are least abundant in the older parts 
of the centre, along Teign Street in the west 
and around French Street and Dawlish Street 
near St Michael's in the east.  This is where 

most of the surviving Georgian and early 
Victorian buildings are located - being built 
when architectural embellishment tended to 
be more restrained.  Similarly restrained in 
their appearance were the later Victorian 
houses built for working families, mainly in 

terraces and found close to the harbour and 
estuary and Bickford Lane (fig 45); the latter 
terrace being the sole surviving part of a 
once larger enclave.  These areas have less 
the character of a fashionable resort and 
more that of a small market town or fishing 
village, not simply because the buildings are 
generally plain but also because they are 
mostly small to modest in scale, occupy quite 
narrow plots and face directly onto narrow 
streets and lanes.

Between the older east and west cores 
around St Michael's and the harbour and 
estuary shores, and also between the 
fashionable terraces on Orchard Gardens 
and those along the sea-front, is the part of 
Teignmouth that essentially compromises 
its commerical heart.  The scale of the 
buildings here tends to reflect this status; 
not as grand as the sea-side terraces but 
more substantial than those occupying the 
older cores, as individual frontages tend 
to be wider and the buildings themselves 
have taller storey heights and are often built 
in pairs or combined in impressive-looking 
terraces.  This is the case in The Triangle 
and parts of Den Road, Somerset Place and 
Northumberland Place, while in Bank Street 
and Wellington Street the additional presence 
of 4-storey buildings tends to heighten the 
streets' prime importance within the centre.

The oldest buildings in this part of the town 
(dating from the early �800's) are located 
mainly in the northern half of Northumberland 
Place (fig 30), although a pair survives in 
Brunswick Street near the George Street 
junction, and a small grouping at the end of 
Wellington Street, opposite and adjacent to 
the entry to Lower Brook Street and with an 
isolated example in The Triangle.  Being all 
late Georgian in age, their classical styling 
tends to be rather plain (with the exception 
of the Library building now occupied by 
WH Smiths fig 8) - and quite dissimilar in 
appearance to the majority of the buildings 
that were constructed later in the mid and 
late �9th century and early �0th.  Just like 
the later sea-side terraces, these are also 
richly decorated with the same kinds of 
architectural features and forms, helping to 

Fig 45 Bickford Lane

Fig 46  35 Northumberland Place

Fig 47  Somerset Place
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create a homogenous appearance throughout 
the Area as a whole.  Having an opposite  
impact, however, are the majority of buildings 
constructed since the �950's.  Although there 
are exceptions, these tend not to reflect the 
established character of their settings.  This 
is especially unfortunate when they occupy 
prominent sites in the centre's principal 
streets and spaces, but even along its less 
trafficked throroughfares, such as George 
Street, Waterloo Street and Carlton Place, 
they have no less a damaging impact on the 
character of the centre as a whole.

Because of their ground floor locations, shop-
fronts have a very significant impact on the 
architectural and historic qualities of any town 
centre, and Teignmouth is fortunate in having 
several examples of �9th and early �0th 
century date that survive substantially in their 
original form.  Being traditionally designed in 
a classical manner with fascias with cornices 
along their tops and supported  by pilasters at 
the ends and mullions between that divide the 
windows into smaller, vertically proportioned 
sections, they contribute a great deal towards 
the Area's character and interest.  They are 
found mostly in Northumberland Place (fig 
5�), Teign Street (fig 48, 50), Fore Street 
and at the east end of Regent Street (fig 
49).  Elsewhere, however, few original fronts 
survive.  There are notable exceptions, but 
for the most part they have been replaced 
in materials and designs that display little or 
no respect for the character of the historic 
buildings they occupy.

Fig 48  A fine regency shopfront with small pane bow 
windows, 1 Teign Street

Fig 49 
2 Regent Street, 
early 19th 
century 
shopfront & 
doorcase with
reeded pilasters

Fig 50  48 Teign Street, sympathetically 
painted with muted colour scheme

Fig 51  44a Northumberland Place, double 
fronted splayed shopfront with barley twist 
mullions and recessed door

Fig 52  19 Orchard Gardens, decorated 
entablature above columns
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9.0 Building Materials

9.1 Rendered Walls
Dominant in most street scenes and bringing 
unity to the appearance of the Area as a 
whole, are rendered facades that mask and 
protect red sandstone, brick or timber-framed 
structures beneath.  The vast majority are 
smooth in texture (not roughcast), which tends 
to suit their town location and enhance the 
elegance of buildings that have architectural 
features applied.  A good many still preserve 
the incised lining intended to create the 
appearance of finely-jointed ashlar stonework,  
not only on the more prestigious buildings but 
on smaller houses too, like those in Foresters 
Terrace.

Invariably the render is painted, most commonly 
in white or pastel shades, that help preserve 
the dignified character most buildings possess 
and bring visual harmony to the street scene.  
Strong colours are not absent, however, and 
where these are applied to buildings that form 
part of a unified terrace, they tend to harm the 
integrity of the original design.

9.2 Brickwork
Brick facades are common in certain parts of 
the area, but as if to aid their assimilation into 
the 'rendered and painted' scene, several have 
subsequently been painted.  Examples are in 
Bank Street, The Triangle, Station Road and 
Northumberland Place and perhaps the most 
significant of all, �-5 Den Crescent.  Indeed, old 
photographs of South View show it as being 
entirely of brick with freestone and rendered 
dressings, but today this treatment survives 
only on a single bay that faces the Strand.  The 
indications are, therefore, that brick facades 

were formerly a little more common than 
they are today.  Of the surviving, unpainted, 
examples, the most characterful and locally 
distinctive are those treated similarly to the 
surviving bay at South View; namely with 
deep red brickwork combined with freestone 
or rendered dressings.  The largest example  
is a terraced block with prominent elevations 
facing Bank Street, Den Road, and George 
Street (although the latter has been painted), 
while the tallest is a 4-storey building occupying 
a somewhat isolated position in George Street.  
Other good examples include a pair in Bank 
Street as well as the Baptist Church at the top 
of Fore Street, but the integrity of a pair in The 
Triangle and four in Northumberland Place 
have been compromised as they were each 
designed as part of a larger terrace and the 
third and fifth buildings respectively have been 
either painted or clad in vertical crazy-paving.

Not quite so distinctive, but nevertheless part 
of the Area's established character, are the 
terraces in Wellington Street, Station Road 
and Hollands Road that are faced with fawn-
coloured bricks.  These are not uncommon in 
this part of Devon, sometimes with similarly 
coloured freestone dressings (as in Wellington 
Square) but more often with dressings of 
red brick (as in Station Road and Hollands 
Road).  Least distinctive of all, however, are 
the brick buildings of the late �0th century that 
introduced grey and orange-brown varieties 
- often in association with designs that have 
little in common with the character of their 
established settings.

9.3 Stonework
Buildings with a natural stone face are relatively 
uncommon, not least because the locally 
sourced red sandstone is soft and porous so 
that a protective coating (usually of render) 
is normally required.  One of the very few 

Fig 53  Powderham Terrace Fig 54  Den Road
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examples compromises a former party wall on 
the side of 5 Dawlish Street, while the ground-
floor section of the side wall to �4 Wellington 
Street is also exposed.  The only street-front 
example is that of 9 Teign Street, although 
its location and appearance suggests it may 
originally have been a side wall and that it was 
probably rendered and the stonework later 
exposed.  The spread of the mortar pointing 
beyond the joints is indicative, however, of the 
stones soft and friable nature.  In its exposed 
state, therefore, it tends to be associated more 
with boundary walls and the walls of subsidiary 

outbuildings 
or building of 
an industrial 
kind, e.g. 
the range on 
O s m o n d ' s 
Lane near its 
junction with 
S o m e r s e t 
Place.  This 
is true also, 
in fact, of 

grey limestone walling which in its rubble form 
at least, is found mainly near the quaysides 
facing  buildings with an industrial use or with 
industrial origins.

More common, however, are examples of high 
quality coursed and finely jointed stonework, 
used in characteristic fashion to construct 
churches, chapels and banks.  Although not 
numerous they are usually prominent in the 
street scene, and tend to have an uplifting 
impact upon the architectural qualities of the 
Area as a whole.

9.4 Cladding
Other traditional 
materials and 
claddings are 
few and far 
between.  Slate 
hung elevations, 
for instance, 
are extremely 
rare with only 
one obvious 
'historic' example 
surviving in Mere 
Lane (on the 
south elevation 
of Vine Cottage).  
The slate is grey-blue in colour and appears 
to be local in origin rather than imported 
from Cornwall or Wales.  Examples of 
weatherboarding are equally rare, although 
the material was often favoured as an upper-
floor cladding to industrial buildings.  Small 
sections survive on two or three workshops 
near the quays, but the most single significant 
example is that of the former fish-smoking 
premises situated in Sun Lane.

Other walling materials and claddings exist, 
but these tend to erode rather than reinforce 
the Area's distinctive characteristics.  All 
were introduced in the late �0th century 
and include exposed concrete blockwork, 
corrogated iron sheeting, stone pieces applied 
with the appearance of vertical crazy-paving, 
interlocking concrete tiles, and pink rubble 
limestone used in panels to face shopfront 
stallrisers.  Fortunately, however, examples of 
their use are few.

The traditional cladding for roofs has long 
been slate, supplied originally from South 
Devon quarries and later, after the arrival of 
the railway, from Cornwall and Wales.  Cast 
iron rainwater goods, with ogee or half-round 
profiled guttering (not angular or square) 
were the norm, while windows, doors and 
fixtures such as bargeboards and facias, 
would have always been made of timber and 
given a painted finish, not stained.  Modern 
replacements, such as concrete tiles and 
substitute slates on roofs, plastic for rainwater 
goods and aluminium, upvc or stained 
hardwood for windows and doors (whatever 
their design) are wholly incongruous, and 
their use in high numbers significantly harms 
the authenticity of the area's architectural and 
historic qualities.

Fig 58  Former fish smoking hut 
at Sun Lane with less frequently 
used timber board
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Fig 55  Former Slaughterhouse

Fig 56  Bank premises,    
           Den Road

Fig 57
Coursed Limestone 



�9

Teignmouth Town Centre Character Appraisal

10.0 Architectural Character Survey

The purpose of this survey is to identify 
the contributions buildings make to the 
character of the Conservation Area.  Three 
categories are used and the criteria for each 
are summarised below.  Also identified are 
'Key' or 'Landmark' buildings which, as the 
name suggests, occupy significant sites and 
are therefore especially important in a visual 
sense.

In assessing individual buildings, it is the 
combination of their form, design and 
architectural potential which is most important.  
Ephemeral considerations like plastic windows 
or slight disrepair will not usually result in 
buildings being categorised lower.  This does 
not imply, however, that plastic windows in a 
building which makes a positive contribution 
to the area are in themselves a positive 
feature.  They may, however, have prevented 
it from being classed as 'outstanding'.  Where 
extensions to existing buildings are large in 
scale, they have been considered separately 
and may be in different category to that of the 
original building.

10.1 Category 1:  Outstanding
These buildings may be of any age, but are 
most likely to be either ancient and unspoiled 
vernacular buildings or distinctive examples 
of a particular architectural style.

B u i l d i n g s 
identified as 
outstanding are 
the highlights of 
any conservation 
area.  Planning 
a p p l i c a t i o n s 
and other 
proposals which 
may affect their 
character, or that 
of their setting, 
should only be 
considered if they offer an enhancement.  
Harmful proposals must be rejected and 
demolition is very unlikely to be accepted 
under any circumstances.

10.2 Category 2:  Positive
Buildings in this category are the backbone 
of every conservation area.  They will usually 
be unpretentious but attractive buildings of 

their type that do 
not necessarily 
demand individual 
a t t e n t i o n , 
but possess 
considerable group 
value.  Some may 
have been altered 
or extended in 
uncomplimentary 
ways, but the true 
character of these 
buildings could be 
restored.

The majority of structures in most conservation 
areas are likely to fall into this category.  
Alterations should only be made to positive 
items if they result in an enhancement and/or 
community benefits would be realised.

Proposals which would detract from the 
special character of these buildings will be 
resisted.

10.3 Category 3:  Neutral or Negative
Most conservation areas have buildings that 
are neither positive nor negative in their 
contribution to overall character.  These will 
often be �0th century buildings which may 
be inoffensive in scale and location, but lack 
quality in terms of detailing, materials and 
design.  It must also be accepted that there are 
usually some buildings in conservation areas 
which cause actual harm to the appearance 
and character of that area.  These will 
most commonly be �0th century buildings 
which, by a combination of scale, form, 
location, materials or design, are harmful to 
the character of the area.

Judgements on these matters will always 
be open to criticism that they are subjective 
so the 'neutral' and 'negative' categories 
have been combined.
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Planning applications for the alteration, 
extension or replacement of buildings in 
this combined category will be expected 
to offer a significant enhancement of the 
conservation area.  Where a building 
is clearly detrimental due to design, 
scale, location, its replacement will be 
encouraged.  The use of planting, or other 
landscaping, to reduce the visual impact 
of less attractive buildings, may achieve 

considerable aesthetic benefits at relatively 
low cost.

Proposals to enhance the conservation area by 
either re-modelling buildings or re-developing 
sites in this category will be welcomed.  Re-
development will be expected to demonstrate 
a very high standard of contextual design 
and a thorough understanding of prevailing 
character.

 © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. 
Teignbridge District Council. Licence No: �000�4�9�.

Map 10  Teignmouth Town Centre Character Survey
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While almost all the buildings identified 
as 'outstanding' in the Architectural 
Character Survey are statutorily listed, 
there are a small number which are not.  
Certain of these are closely associated 
with listed neighbours, being of the same 
age and style and an integral part of 
the group, while others appear to be 
of comparable architectural and historic 
interest to other listed buildings in the 
town/district.  Their formal consideration 
for statutory listing is therefore considered 
desirable, including:

�-4 Somerset Place, (fig 6�)

Post Office premises, corner of Den Road 
and George Street (fig 63)

Bank premises, corner of Den Road and 
Waterloo Street (fig 64)

Bank premises, corner of Den Road and 
Wellington Street (fig 65)

11.0 Recommendations for Statutory Listing

Fig 62 Fig 64

Fig 63 Fig 65
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Appendix A
Summary of Buildings Listed as being of Special Architectural or Historic 

Interest in Teignmouth Town Centre
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Ref. No.    LBS  Grade Date of   Item                         
 Number   Listing   

Bank Street
7/�96    46��79  II �983 �, �A and �B (incl. 5 and 5A Somerset Place)
Brunswick Street 
7/�08    46�08�  II �977 No. 30
7/�09    46�083  II �996 No. 3�  
Custom House Hill
6/��7    46�090  II �974 Harbour Lodge Hotel incl. wall on west side
Dawlish Street
5/�30 46��05  II �983 No. ��
5/�3� 46��06  II �983 No. �4
5/�3� 46��07  II �983 Nos. �5 and �6
5/�33 46��08  II �983 The Old Cottage
5/�34 46��09  II* �983 United Reform Church incl. attached wall
Den Crescent
7/�37 46���0 II  �949 Nos. �-5 consec. incl. attached railings
7/�36 46����  II �949 Nos. 6-�0 consec. Incl. attached railings
7/�35 46���3  II �949 Riviera Cinema
Den Promenade
7/�38 46���4 I �949 Church of St Michael
5/�39 46���7 II �996 Chest Tomb 7m N of Church
5/�40 46���9  II �996 Churchyard Wall incl. gate piers and gates 
7/�4� 46���0  II �983 Den House (formerly Spanish Cellars)
Fore Street
7/�49 46���7  II �983 Nos. � and �A
7/�50 46���8 II �983 No. 3
6/�3� 46���9 II �983 No. �7
Mere Lane
5/�60 46��38 II �983 Eastcliff Cottage
5/�6� 46��39  II �983 Merehaven
5/�6� 46��40  II �996 Vine Cottage
New Quay Street
6/�63 46��4�  II �996 New Quay
6/�64 46��4�  II �983 New Quay Inn incl. attached Warehouse
Northumberland Place
6/�67 46��43 II �983 Nos. �0, �0A and �0B
6/�68 46��46 II �983  Nos. �� and ��
6/�69 46��47 II �983 No. �8
6/�35 46��48 II �949 No. �0 Keats House
6/�70 46��50  II �949 No. 35
6/�7� 46��5�  II �996 No. 36
6/�7� 46��54 II �949 No. 40
6/�73 46��55 II �996 Nos.  4�-44 consec.
6/�74 46��56  II �983 Nos. 5� and 5�A
6/�75 46��57 II �97� Devon Arms Hotel

A
pp

en
di

x 
A 

Su
m

m
ar

y 
of

 L
is

te
d 

B
ui

ld
in

gs



33

Teignmouth Town Centre Character Appraisal
12

.0
 

R
ec

om
m

en
da

tio
ns

 fo
r 

St
at

ut
or

y 
Li

st
in

g

Ref. No.    LBS  Grade Date of   Item                         
 Number   Listing 

Old Quay Street
6/�78 46��59 II �983 Warehouse at SX 9377 7�95
Orchard Gardens
5/�79 46��6� II �996 Orchard House incl. attached walls
Point Car Park
6/�8� 46��65  II �989 Old Lifeboat House
Queen Street
6/�83 46��66 II �983  Ship Inn
Regent Gardens
7/�85 46��67 II �983 No. � Cherry Tree Cottage
7/�86 46��68  II �983 No. �
7/�87 46��69 II �983 No. 3 and Kings Arms Public House
Regent Street
7/�88 46��7� II �949 Nos. � and �A Regent House
7/�89 46��7�  II �983 No. �
7/�90 46��73 II �949 No. 3
7/�9� 46��75 II �996 No. 4 Lloyd’s Bank
7/�9� 46��76  II �996 No. �4
7/�93 46��77 II �983 Remains of Stone Cross at SX 943� 7�99
Somerset Place
7/�96 46��79 II   �983 5 and 5A (incl. �, �A and �B Bank Street), 
7/�97 46��80 II �983 Nos. 6-9 consec.
7/�98 46��8� II �983 Methodist Church
South View
7/�99 46��8� II �996 Nos. �-4 consec. Incl. attached wall, gate piers and  
     railings    
Sun Lane
6/�00 46��83 II �996 Nos. �, 3 and 4
6/�0�   46��84 II �983 Fish Smoking Hut 
Teign Street
7/�0� 46��85  II �983 No. � Public House
6/�03 46��87  II �949 Nos. � and �A
6/�04 46��88  II �977   No. 3
6/�05 46��89  II �983 No. 8
6/�06 46��90  II �977 No. �5 Teignmouth House and attached wall
6/�07 46��9�  II �977 No. �6 Britannia House
6/�08 46��93  II �977 Nos. �7 and �8
6/�09 46��94  II �983 Nos. 34 and 36
6/��0 46��95  II �983 No. 37
6/��� 46��96  II �996 No. 38
6/��� 46��97  II �983 Nos. 39 – 4� consec
6/��3 46��98  II �983 No. 43 Teign House
6/��4 46��99  II �983 No. 45 (incl. No.� Stanley Street)
6/�34 46��00  II �996 Cataluna House
6/��5 46��0�  II �983 Teign Brewery Inn
6/��6 46��0�  II �988 Blue Anchor Public House
6/��7 46��03  II �949 Thomas Luny House incl. attached walls and gateway
The Den
7/��8 46��04  II �97� Nos. �-�5 consec.
7/��9 46��05 II �949 Lighthouse
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Cob: Walls built of mud, straw and 
sometimes dung and horse hair.

Crinoid: Marine fossil indicative of warm 
shallow seas.

Cruck: Early (medieval) roof structure 
which rises from a basal point within the 
wall. May be a single piece of timber or 
two or more jointed together.

Devonian: Geological period around 400 
million years before present.

Hoggin: Compressed aggregate of varied 
size and composition used as a surfacing 
material.

Lime: Binding agent in traditional 
mortars.

Limewash: Protective/decorative surface 
coating made using lime putty.

Mitred hips: Traditional roofing detail. 
Slate is cut so that two roofslopes meet 
almost seamlessly.

Ogee: Traditional decorative moulding 
profile, commonly used for guttering.

Plank and muntin: Timber partition 
screen made of posts with thinner planks 
set into grooves.

Spilitic lavas: Extrusive igneous rock 
similar to basalt.

Vernacular: The traditional architecture 
of a locality which is functional and uses 
locally available.

Appendix B Glossary of Terms

Ref. No.    LBS Grade Date of   Item                         
 Number  Listing 

The Triangle
7/��� 46��07  II �996 Nos. �� and �4
Triangle Place
7/��� 46��08 II �983 Nos. 4 and 5
7/��3 46��09  II �983 Drinking Fountain
Wellington Street
7/��4 46���0  II �988 Two Telephone Kiosks to side of No. �3
7/��5 46����  II �983 No. �
7/��6 46����  II  �983 Nos. �-5 consec.
7/��7 46���3  II �983 Nos �4-�7 consec. 
��/7� 845�5 II* �955 Nos. 66, 68 and 70, Rumbling Tum Restaurant and  
    Yew Tree Cottage
��/73 845�7 II �986 No. 83, King of Prussia Inn (No. 8� Fore Street   
    listed  with �5 Town Hall Place)
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Fig � Red breccia often rendered
Fig � Grey limestone thought to be from Torquay 

Quarries normally for higher grade buildings 
and often coarsed

Fig 3 Aerial Photo of Teignmouth Town Centre 
Fig 4 Former Ice Factory 
Fig 5 Warehouse on Old Quay Road
Fig 6 Jane Rose Bathing Guide c�850
Fig 7 c�850 View of Teignmouth
Fig 8 Former library c�8�5 by WE Rolfe of 

London
Fig 9 Regent Place c�835
Fig 10 Post Office, Den Road
Fig �� French Street
Fig �� Teign Street
Fig �3 River Beach 
Fig �4 � - 5 Den Crescent
Fig �5 Church of St Michaels the Archangel �8��
Fig �6   Minion cannon recovered from the wreck 

bearing the crest of Sigismundo Alberghetti 
of Venice now in Teignmouth and Shaldon 
museum.

Fig �7 The Triangle
Fig �8 Den Promenade and Pier
Fig �9 6 - �0 Den Crescent
Fig �0 Former Slaughterhouse
Fig �� New Quay constructed in �8�0 for George 

Templar to export Haytor granite to London 
Bridge

Fig �� Former mortuary
Fig �3 Beach huts on Back Beach
Fig �4 Back beach
Fig �5 View of Conservation Area from Shaldon 

Golf Course
Fig �6 Den Crescent
Fig �7 The Den and Pier 
Fig �8 Lighthouse �845
Fig �9 The Triangle 
Fig 30 Somerset Place & Northumberland Place
Fig 3� Teign Street
Fig 3� & 33 Candy tiles & modern pavors
Fig 34  Modern lighting 
Fig 35 Decorative walls
Fig 36 Boundary walls and gate piers
Fig 37 Breccia wall
Fig 38 Victorian letterbox in Teign Street, Blue 

Anchor
Fig 39 Listed K6 telephone boxes
Fig 40 Orchard Gardens
Fig 4� Powderham Terrace
Fig 4� 6 Orchard Gardens 
Fig 43 �4-�6 Orchard Gardens

Fig 44 � Regent Street 
Fig 45 Bickford Lane
Fig 46 35 Northumberland Place
Fig 47 Somerset Place
Fig 48 A fine regency shopfront with small pane 

bow windows, � Teign Street
Fig 49 � Regent Street, early �9th century 

shopfront & doorcase with reeded pilasters
Fig 50 48 Teign Street, sympathetically painted 

with muted colour scheme 
Fig 5� 44a Northumberland Place, double fronted 

splayed shopfront with barley twist mullions 
and recessed door 

Fig 5� �9 Orchard Gardens, decorated entablature 
above columns

Fig 53 Powderham Terrace
Fig 54 Den Road 
Fig 55   Former slaughterhouse
Fig 56   Bank premises, Den Road
Fig 57   Coursed ashlar stonework
Fig 58 Former fish smoking hut at Sun Lane with 

less frequently used timber board 
Fig 59 Outstanding
Fig 60   Positive
Fig 6�   Negative
Fig 6�   �-4 Somerset Place
Fig 63   Post Office, Den Road
Fig 64   Bank, Den Road, Waterloo Street
Fig 65   Den Road/Wellington Streetg
Fig 66 View from Shaldon
Fig 67 Back Beach
Fig 68 Back Beach
Fig 69 Northumberland Place, c�9�5
Fig 70 Northumberland Place, �007
Fig 7� New signage with sympathetic discrete 

lighting
Fig 7� Ivy Lane c�9�0
Fig 73 Ivy Lane, �007
Fig 74 Outstanding Victorian Shopfront
Fig 75 Refurbished shopfront at Somerset Place
Fig 76  Sympathetic modern shopfront to listed 

building
Fig 77 Area abutting the port
Fig 78  Area adjoining Brunswick Street
Fig 79  Area adjoining Brunswick Street
Fig 80 Area adjoining Brunswick Street
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Map � Conservation Area
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