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PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

CHAIRMAN:  Cllr Humphrey Clemens 

 

DATE: 
 

29 July 2014 

REPORT OF: 
 

Business Manager- Strategic Place 

ITEM: 2 
SUBJECT: 
 

Landscape Sensitivity Study to Onshore Wind Energy 
and Large Scale Solar Photo Voltaic (pv) Developments 
and Landscape Strategy for accommodating these 
developments in Teignbridge 

 

 RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Committee is asked to note the work to date and proposed timetable for 
the Landscape Sensitivity Study and Landscape Strategy for Wind Energy and 
Solar pv Developments 
 

1. Background to the study 
 
1.1   The Council has recently adopted a new Local Plan, which includes carbon 
reduction policies and there has been an increase in the number of medium and 
large scale renewable energy planning applications. There is currently no strategic 
spatial framework for assessing wind energy and large scale solar pv developments 
or landscape strategy for their delivery. Each development is determined on a case 
by case basis.  In order to develop a strategic approach the Council needs a robust 
evidence base. An assessment of the landscape sensitivity to wind energy and large 
scale solar pv developments, and landscape strategy to accommodate development 
of this nature will be used to inform decisions on the future development of wind and 
solar energy developments in the district.  
 
1.2  The main project outcomes will be: 
 

• An assessment of the sensitivity of the landscape to wind turbines and large 
scale solar pv developments and the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate change of this nature. 

• A strategy for accommodating these types of developments in the landscape. 
Through the development of a number of scenarios consider the cumulative 
impact of multiple or clusters of development and make recommendations as 
to the appropriate scale of development within each of the Teignbridge 
Landscape Character Types. 

 
2. Methodology 
 
2.1   The sensitivity study will use the methodology set out in the Devon Landscape   
Policy Group Advice Note No. 2: Accommodating Wind and Solar PV Developments 
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in Devon’s Landscape (prepared by Land Use Consultants in 2013). This method has 
been used in Torridge, Mid Devon and North Devon.  
 
3. Programme 
 
3.1  The study has four key stages: 

• Information collection and literature review, including method description 

• Desk-based landscape sensitivity assessment of wind energy and solar pv 
developments, including landscape strategy. 

• Field verification and consultation 

• Production of final report and executive summary 

4. Timetable 
 
4.1  The project timetable is 15 months, from 1 April 2014 to 30 June 2015.   
 
5. Progress to Date  
 
5.1  Stage A, Information collection and literature review, including method 
description has been completed. An inception steering group meeting has been held. 
Work has begun on the desk-based landscape sensitivity assessment. 
 
6. Next Steps 
 
6.1 The desk-based landscape sensitivity assessment will continue through July, 
followed by field verification and draft report preparation. A Members' briefing will be 
held in December, with a Committee report requesting approval to go out to 
consultation on the draft study. Following a 6 week consultation period a final 
technical report will be produced and presented to Committee for approval.  
 
Nick Davies 
Business Manager – Strategic Place 
 
 
Wards affected  All  
Contact for any more information  Olwen Maidment, Landscape Officer 01626 215758  
 
  

 


