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Devon County Highway Assessment 
 
Devon County Council’s Dawlish Transportation Access Strategy January 2012 
(CDD118) has evaluated the potential likely impact of development options totalling 
1400 new homes on allocated sites, together with committed development at that 
time (including 474 new homes on major sites and the consented mixed use 
development including a supermarket (Sainsburys), petrol station and industrial 
units). The Strategy has also included assessment of the potential impact of 
additional traffic at Starcross. The Strategy has not concluded the impact of the 
assessed level of development would harm the function of the A379 Exeter Road. 
Additionally, the Strategy has not indicated the assessed level of development would 
place a requirement for infrastructure improvements to the A379 Exeter Road at 
Starcross or Kenton.  
 
The Dawlish Transportation Addendum Report March 2012 (CDD119) considered 
the Council’s subsequent preferred option proposals for the allocation of 900 new 
homes at Dawlish, in addition to consented development referred to in the original 
strategy report. The Addendum report has concluded the level of development can 
be accommodated within the town, subject to a number of infrastructure 
improvements being required. The Addendum includes specific consideration of 
impacts at Starcross and reference to further work being undertaken to identify 
whether there are potential solutions to improve the traffic flow through this village. 
 
Exeter bypass 
 
It is not clear what bypass has been referred to at Exeter. However, the Council 
assumes this is the bypass at Exminster, known as Sannerville Way and which is 
part of the A379. The Council understands that planned funded improvements to the 
A379 at Bridge Road will facilitate improvements to traffic flows on the A379 at 
Sannerville Way.  
 
Cycling Safety 
 
The National Cycle Network 2 has been completed between Dawlish and Exeter. 
This provides a cycling route that is substantially off-road and which avoids the A379 
Exeter Road, with the exception of signalised pedestrian crossing points north of 
Cockwood and at Starcross. The A379 is avoided at Kenton through an on-road 
section of the cycle route east of the village parallel to the Exe Estuary.  
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Morrisons supermarket, Teignmouth 
 
The Morrison supermarket at Teignmouth is situated to the west of the town at 
Broadmeadow, with vehicular access from the A381 Teignmouth Road. This 
supermarket was opened in early 2013. 
 
Employment land provision 
 
The Council will provide the Inspector with a suggested modification to local plan 
Policy DA2. This will place a requirement for the inclusion of 3 hectares of land for 
employment uses within an extended area shown on the Policies Map to include 
land controlled by the NHS Trust at Langdon Hospital. This modification to Policy 
DA2 will retain a requirement in the local plan for the provision of 3 hectares of 
employment land at Dawlish to provide local job opportunities and help improve self-
containment at the town.   
 
Public transport improvements 
 
Details of the Devon Metro scheme are included in CDD116. Table 17 of this report 
(page 33) details a potential programme of rail improvements, including new stations 
between Exeter and Torbay at Marsh Barton and at Edginswell, and three others 
elsewhere in the scheme area (please refer to the plan below of the Devon Metro 
Network Phase 1). The report also indicates that an increased frequency of rail 
service (half hour) is feasible on the Exeter to Torbay route, as set out in Network 
Rail’s Great Western Route Utilisation Strategy. Devon County Council has advised 
that Network Rail will undertake a study in the autumn 2013 to develop an industry 
agreed recast of the timetable, to include the half hourly service between Exeter and 
Paignton. 
 
The Local Transport Board has very recently agreed provide £3m funding support for 
the two new stations at Marsh Barton and Edginswell, towards their delivery in 2015-
16 and 2016-17. In combination with match funding (approximately £1m) this should 
unlock delivery of one of the two stations, probably Marsh Barton.  
 
It is intended that the funding for the new stations and the timetable review will 
provide an attractive Devon Metro Package for inclusion in the next full Great 
Western franchise to commence after July 2016. A rolling stock cascade to the area 
is due to commence at the end of 2016, assisting implementation of the recast rail 
service timetable in late 2017. 
 
The timing of rail service improvements for the Devon Metro scheme will therefore 
coincide with the implementation of the local plan housing allocations and major 
housing planning commitments at Dawlish. 
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