
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

 

Teignbridge Local Plan 2013-2033, External Examination; Matter 11 Chudleigh, Policy CH1  
 
Consultee ID 21576 - Representation made by Rocklands Development Partnership 

 
 

We write in to make representation concerning Chudleigh and  Policy CH1 in the proposed Teignbridge 

local plan. 

  

Firstly, we commend the overall approach to the plan with respect to Chudleigh and our area of 

interest. We align with the broad approach to focus on delivering employment opportunity, housing 

provision and environment protection/enhancement.  The early work conducted through the 

Community Masterplan has led to significant alignment of community objectives and the overall plan 

proposed. We feel our land interests can provide the corner-stone to this strategy and support its 

incorporation.  

 

 

Policy Area CH1 

 

As you know, we see ourselves playing a major part in Chudleigh’s future development (CH1 land 

area), through a strategic development of homes alongside substantial job opportunities and the 

establishment of green infrastructure, including the long term protection of the Greater Horseshoe Bat 

Colony.  We have been developing our plans in discussion with Chudleigh Town Council and TDC since 

late 2008 and are now at an advanced stage.  All the land in CH1 is under our control and we have 

the ability to bring forward development early in the plan period. We feel it’s worth you noting that 

previous plans for employment provision in Chudleigh have largely been unsuccessful. This new 

strategic approach, where housing and employment are linked, presents a much more secure, lower 

risk strategy.  

 

Key to the success of the plan is to ensure it is deliverable. We feel that there are some modifications 

that will assist this: 

 

a) The Balance of Housing and Employment 

The RDP landowners accept that a mixed use development is key to Chudleigh and have 

strategically agreed to compromise on returns to allow us to offer its inclusion in the plan. There 

are also significant costs associated with providing the required infrastructure for the 

employment provision. During our discussion with TDC and Chudleigh Town Council we have 

always maintained that we believe the balance creating 200-300 job opportunities alongside 

200 homes is deliverable. We therefore suggest the plan is revised using these numbers, whilst 
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removing the specific reference to employment land area (paragraph 14.4). These changes 

will significantly reduce development risk.      

 

b) Linkage of Employment and Employment Infrastructure provision 

Absolute linkage to a house occupation number is not appropriate in a policy statement (i.e. 

the local Plan) and should be part of detailed planning discussions. As landowners (rather than 

developers) we currently don’t know if this precise linkage is a suitable mechanism that will be 

accepted by developers. We therefore suggest that linkage to the 75 homes is replaced by 

generic statement about the need to ensure suitable linkages are in place. We also note that 

such precise linkage of outputs do not occur in other parts of the plan. 

 

 

c) Local Food Production 

Given the topography of the land area associated with green infrastructure, we also believe it 

will be very difficult to provide any meaningful opportunity for local food production in the form 

of allotments or intensive land-use – we feel any expectation in this direction should not be 

created within the plan.  

 

In summary, we welcome and support the broad tone of the Local Plan and specifically the plans for 

Chudleigh and our land interests.  The suggested  modifications above allow the land to appropriately 

utilised and will significantly reduce deliverability risk.  We remain committed to the delivery of an 

appropriate mixed use development for Chudleigh early within the plan period. 

 

 

Yours faithfully  

 

 

 

 

Colin Cornish  

RDP Development Director 

 

 
CC 

Darren Summerfield – TDC 

Ian Perry - TDC 

Steve Anderson 




