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1 Traffic noise impacts  
 
‘Since the early 1990s the Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution 
has published three reports which looked, wholly or in part, at the issue of 
traffic noise. The Commission’s most recent report, on the urban 
environment, stated:  

Roads, railways and airports are ... the main sources of ambient noise, which can affect 
the quality of people’s lives. Around half the UK’s population may be exposed to levels 
above the World Health Organization (WHO) guideline of 50-55 decibels which aims to 
protect the majority of people from serious annoyance during the daytime. However, the 
UK does not have national limits on ambient noise, although there are limits on individual 
aircraft and road vehicles. Local authorities can also impose local limits.1  

 
 
 

 
 
Noise Policy Statement for England  
(NPSE)  
 
‘Guiding principles of sustainable development  
Ensuring a Strong Healthy and Just Society – Meeting the diverse needs of all 
people in existing and future communities, promoting personal wellbeing, social 
cohesion and inclusion, and creating equal opportunity for all.  
Using Sound Science Responsibly – Ensuring policy is developed and implemented 
on the basis of strong scientific evidence, whilst taking into account scientific uncertainty 
(through the precautionary principle) as well as public attitudes and values.  
Living Within Environmental Limits – Respecting the limits of the planets 
environment, resources and biodiversity – to improve our environment and ensure that 
the natural resources needed for life are unimpaired and remain so for future 
generations.  
Achieving a Sustainable Economy – Building a strong, stable and sustainable 
economy which provides prosperity and opportunities for all, and in which environmental 
and social costs fall on those who impose them (polluter pays), and efficient resource 
use is incentivised.  



Promoting Good Governance – Actively promoting effective, participative systems of 
governance in all levels of society – engaging peoples creativity, energy and diversity. ‘ 
 
Source: Securing the future – delivering UK sustainable development strategy, HM Government, March 2005.  
 
 
 
 
‘2.6  The application of the NPSE should mean that noise is properly taken into account 

at the appropriate time. In the past, the opportunity for the cost effective 
management of noise has often been missed because the noise implications of a 
particular policy, development or other activity have not been considered at an 
early enough stage. ‘ 

 


