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INTRODUCTION

The application for site inclusion comprises a request for an area of the Butchers Arms site 
to be included within the settlement boundary of the village for the purpose of creating a 
small housing site.

At present, The Butchers Arms is located within the Abbotskerswell settlement boundary 
on its southerly edge. The boundary embraces the buildings, a small element of land 
behind those buildings but not the car park or an adjoining area of amenity land.

The request therefore asks for the site to benefit from an opportunity to receive further 
development in the grounds of the premises. Initial opinion is that the site could 
accommodate and element of housing carefully designed to respect and enhance the 
public house and its immediate setting.

Abbotskerswell has been identified by Teignbridge District Council as a community that can 
support a limited amount of housing growth and their policy S21 recognises the settlement 
together with its accessibility, school, shop, pubs transport connections, village hall, etc..

With these factors in mind it is felt that the Butchers Arms site would present an excellent 
opportunity to provide a small amount of complementary and sustainable development 
within an already identified settlement.



COMMENTS TO QUERIES  59 – 68  AS PER THE HEARING AGENDA.

59.Abbotskerswell has been identified as a community that could accommodate a 
limited amount of appropriate housing within Teignbridge's emerging Local Plan. In 
particular, the village's sustainability has been recognised in policy S21 as a result of 
its transport links, shop, pubs, school, village hall and employment opportunities.

60.The area's development plan states that a small amount of housing could be 
created but no specific sites have been identified. When studying the proposed 
settlement boundary map, however, there seems to be little or no land available to 
accommodate the small housing scheme. Therefore, to ensure such a housing 
provision can be delivered, it is felt that a small boundary enlargement will be 
necessary. The Butchers Arms site can deliver a viable site quickly and requires no 
appreciable infrastructure to support a scheme. A road entrance may require 
modification but all other services are in close proximity.

61.This request comprises the suggestion to enlarge the settlement boundary of 
Abbotskerswell in order to allow Teignbridge's policy S21 to help deliver a 
recognised small housing development that would perhaps otherwise not gain 
momentum due to a lack of suitable land. It is felt that Abbotskerswell is, to an 
extent, 'constrained' by its proposed boundary when considering its ability to deliver 
a Local Plan objective. 

62.There are no known environmental factors or constraints that would compromise 
development of the Butchers Arms site. It is felt that any scheme can respect and 
comply with local policy trends and national guidance. Additionally the suggested 
area of land does not intrude upon land of a Strategic Break (EN 1) or 
County Wildlife (EN 9 ) nature. 

63.There are no known adverse impacts that outweigh the potential benefits of 
development. Any development, however, would be considerate of environmental 
matters as a matter of course.

64.This response provides no adverse comment in relation to paragraphs 10.23 – 
10.26. The Butchers Arms could produce early development to contribute to the 
zone's evolution and would, in this respect, be an early phase proposal.

65.Abbotskerswell is surrounded by open countryside. Additionally Teignbridge policies 
EN1 and EN9 have allocated land to strategic break and wildlife and these are not 
compromised. The site which is the basis of this request comprises something of an 
anomaly as the proposed boundary cuts across part of a whole site which has 
provided a community service for many decades.

66.There is every opportunity for the site to provide safe, modern access and egress 
for vehicular traffic. The site is also of more than adequate size to contain its car 
and commercial vehicle traffic based on a small housing scheme. Additionally, the 
site's proximity to local and village services indicates that a large amount of traffic 
would be pedestrian and cycle in nature.



67. The proposed site will easily contain the required level of parking for a small 
housing scheme including all on site turning space.

68.The proposed site would provide a viable, allocated piece of land in line with 
Teignbridge Local Plan objectives. It is available, deliverable and in immediate 
proximity to settlement boundaries and village infrastructure and services. 


