
 

Dear Lisa, 

 

I regret to inform you that I am no longer available for the hearing into Matter 13 on the 24th 

September on behalf of Dawlish Community Trust. I trust that the Inspector will still take 

into account the original submission by the Trust on this aspect of the Local Plan and its 

response to question 74, together with these further comments on this issue following our 

attendance at the session on the 11th September.  

 

Having listened to the debates concerning Dawlish at the Examination , the Trust is 

extremely disappointed that the issue of accessibility to the significant new areas of housing 

proposed for the town do not appear to have been fully explored. With some 1250 new 

houses now being proposed at Dawlish in the Plan in addition to the 450 with planning 

consent , it is unbelievable that the Highways Authority does not think that it will have a 

major impact on the A379.The issues of congestion at Starcross and Kenton are well 

documented together with other significant pinch points along the route into Exeter which 

have given rise to a significant number of accidents on this stretch of road. It also makes it 

extremely dangerous for cyclists . With regard to commuters going towards Newton Abbot 

the year round congestion at Teignmouth has been exacerbated by the construction of the 

Morrision supermarket on the A379 just north of the town. It can frequently take 20 minutes 

to get through Teignmouth in either direction at  peak times and throughout the day in the 

summer months with the extra holiday traffic. 

 

You have heard evidence that the congested and poor access to Dawlish is likely to deter new 

employment from locating in the town and indeed the allocation of 3 ha of employment land 

has been overturned by the recent appeal decision. This means that Dawlish will become a 

commuter dormitory town for Exeter and Newton Abbot, a reality that the Inspector appeared 

to accept during the debate on Dawlish on the 11th September. The Highway Authority has 

indicated that no new infrastructure is needed to cope with the increased use of the A379 for 

commuting or servicing the town.  

 

They said at the hearing on the 11th Septembe that there would be improvements to the rail 

service which at present only has an hourly service and does not serve the main and new 

employment areas in Exeter. There has been no firm commitment to the Devon Metro and no 

funding has been made available for either the more frequent service or the new station they 

refer to .  Without a firm commitment and funding for this vital piece of infrastructure we do 

not accept that the Highway Authority can rely on this to say there will be no need for 

improvements to the A379. It is also difficult to see how such commitments can be given 

when the rail franchise for this area is still undecided. Will the new franchisee be required to 

provide this more frequent service and new station?  

 

They also referred to the bus service but this does not provide access to the main employment 

areas except the city centre. It is also slow and buses get caught in the congestion along 

Exeter bypass which causes significant delays in peak hours both to the buses and commuter 

traffic. Are there any plans to provide new infrastructure to cope with the increased traffic 

volumes along the bypass resulting from proposed major developments to the southwest of 

Exeter and also at Dawlish and Exminster ?  

 

 



 If there are no plans for any new highway infrastructure along the A379 then commuters will 

increasingly turn to rat running through the rural lanes. We have already seen the routes to 

the B3192 via Luscombe Hill showing very significant increases in traffic movements along 

totally substandard narrow rural lanes. These routes with the congestion on the A379 provide 

a substantially quicker and more convenient access to the major employment areas in Exeter 

and Newton Abbot both for commuter cars and an increasing number of "white van " service 

vehicles. No account of these traffic movements of upwards of 1000 vehicles per day was 

taken in the Dawlish Transportation Study.Without having given consideration to impact of 

and increasing use of  these movements we believe that the infrastructure requirements 

generated by the new developments in Dawlish have not been properly explored and the 

Highway Authority conclusions are flawed and unsound. 

 

 

I hope that the Inspector can take these further comments into account in his deliberations on 

Infrastructure as they are ones I would have made if I had been able to attend the session in 

order to amplify our earlier response in the light of the issues raised at the hearing on the 11th 

September. 

 

 

   Chris Swanwick on behalf of Dawlish Community Trust 

 

 


