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1. Introduction 

1.1. Purpose of this Statement 

1.1.1. This statement has been prepared to answer the questions and address the 
associated issues as posed by the Planning Inspector in relation to matter 
13 for the Teignbridge District Council Local Plan 2013-2033 Examination.  
These questions are: 

 
 Has the Local Plan adequately addressed the Districts infrastructure 

need? Does the IDP include all essential elements of infrastructure? 
(Q74) 
 

 How these will be funded and delivered, in a coordinated manner? Is the 
identified funding gap too great to suggest a realistic prospect of delivery 
of all necessary infrastructure? (Q75)  

1.1.2. It should be noted that this statement does not cover all of the questions 
raised by the Planning Inspector in relation to matter 13 but focuses upon 
those issues in which Devon County Council (DCC) has a specific interest in 
order to fulfil its statutory responsibilities (i.e. as the Highways, Education 
and Mineral Planning Authority).  

2. Addressing infrastructure need (Q74) 

2.1. DCC approach 

2.1.1. A rigorous approach to infrastructure planning has been developed to 
ensure that the infrastructure and services for which DCC has a statutory 
responsibility are not adversely affected by the proposals set out within the 
Local Plan.  The positive approach to infrastructure planning adopted by 
DCC also seeks to ensure that that new development is supported 
effectively by the necessary infrastructure in order to ensure the creation of 
sustainable communities. 

2.1.2. This approach has drawn on the expertise of a number of county officers 
from various service areas, including education and youth, transportation, 
social services, waste management, and library services.   

2.1.3. The DCC infrastructure planning process follows a sequential approach of 
reviewing the existing infrastructure conditions and considering this context 
against the anticipated impacts of proposed development. Infrastructure 
requirements necessary to mitigate the impacts of development have been 
identified as an output of this process.   

2.1.4. This approach is outlined in detail in core document number CDD99: Devon 
County Council Infrastructure Requirements report.  This document also 
sets out an overview of the key non-transport related pieces of infrastructure 
required. Details of all DCC infrastructure requirements are set out in core 
document CDD 98: Infrastructure Delivery Plan.  
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2.1.5. A series of more detailed transport reports have been prepared outlining the 
evidence and justification for a number of the essential transportation 
infrastructure requirements.  These evidence reports have been submitted to 
the Inspector and include CDD116-CDD130.   

2.1.6. In relation to the identification of education infrastructure, the County’s 
approach is underpinned by the policies and principles set out in the Devon 
County Council Education Infrastructure Plan (CDD136).  Provision of new 
schools at the heart of communities associated with strategic development 
will reduce the need to travel for education purposes, provide opportunities 
for wider community use of school buildings and help to create central 
community centres within new developments. 

2.2. Summary of DCC position 

2.2.1. The County Council has worked co-operatively and closely with Teignbridge 
District Council throughout the preparation of the Local Plan including 
providing advice to inform the development of policies and proposals.  This 
has included the attendance of numerous meetings, the preparation of 
evidence reports and the submission of representations at formal stages in 
the plan making process.   

2.2.2. Although the IDP does not specifically identify what is considered to be 
‘essential infrastructure’ it does list ‘critical’ and ‘important’ infrastructure 
which together comprise the principal infrastructure priorities. In this context 
the County Council is satisfied that all of the essential elements of 
infrastructure for which the County Council has responsibility have been 
incorporated in the IDP. These are primarily focused upon education and 
transportation requirements. 

3. How these will be funded and delivered, in a 
coordinated manner? (Q75) 

3.1.1. It is acknowledged that a significant amount of work will be required in order 
to progress the identified infrastructure schemes from concept to delivery. 
Securing funding for the schemes is a fundamental stage in this process. 
The Council has proposed a number of mechanisms to ensure this can be 
achieved in a coordinated manner, which the County Council fully supports. 

3.1.2. The County Council welcomes the opportunity to be a member of the 
Infrastructure Investment Board.  This is believed to be a key mechanism to 
ensure that the necessary funding is directed appropriately towards funding 
the County Council’s essential infrastructure items, notably transportation 
and education provision.  Active membership of this group will ensure that 
funding is secured in a timely and coordinated manner to deliver the 
necessary infrastructure.  Preparing the Local Plan alongside the 
development of the CIL charging schedule has assisted in the integration 
and coordination of infrastructure planning work and notably the 
identification of essential infrastructure requirements anticipated to be 
funded by CIL, as outlined in the Regulation 123 list. 

3.1.3. Devon County Council has already been involved in key areas of initial work 
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in relation to coordinating the delivery of key infrastructure and the strategic 
sites, notably for South West Exeter (SWE1) and Houghton Barton (NA1).  
This has included attendance of landowner and officer meetings. Following 
the adoption of the Local Plan, Teignbridge District Council envisages that 
this area of work will be formalised by the establishment of a Programmes 
Delivery Group, of which officers from the County Council will be members.  
This is believed to be an important mechanism to deliver the key elements of 
the Local Plan, and the County Council will provide the appropriate support 
to the District Council in order to assist in the effective maintenance of this 
group. It is envisaged that this group will be particularly important to ensure 
the coordinated delivery of the infrastructure requirements associated with 
SWE1 given that the full extent of the planned development extends across 
two local planning authority areas.  

4. Is the identified funding gap too great to suggest a 
realistic prospect of delivery of all necessary 
infrastructure? (Q75) 

4.1.1. A funding gap of £18.8 million has been identified for all critical and 
important infrastructure requiring delivery during the course of the plan 
period.  The County Council believes that because the Local Plan covers a 
period of 20 years, and because of the recent success in securing funding 
from a range of external sources, there is a “reasonable prospect” (as 
required by the NFFP) that this additional funding will be secured 
successfully. 

4.1.2. The Council has set out a proactive and coordinated approach to facilitate 
securing the necessary funding for infrastructure, notably maximising the 
funding which may become available from a range of sources during the 
plan period. Devon County Council has already secured a substantial 
amount of funding for infrastructure during recent years demonstrating a 
proven track record in proactively levering in external funding.  For example, 
during the last five years, funding from a range of sources for the following 
schemes has been secured:  

 Connect 2: Kingsteignton to Newton Abbot cycle route, secured £0.5 
million from Sustrans and the Big Lottery fund.  

 Granite and gears – improving cycling connections to and from 
Dartmoor National Park, secured £4.4 million from the Department for 
Transport, of which approximately £3 million will be spent within 
Teignbridge. 

 Local Sustainable Transport Fund – secured approximately £4.9 
million over 4 years to be spent on sustainable travel measures with 
approximately 30% being spent within Teignbridge  

 South Devon Link Road – secured £76.390 million from the 
Department for Transport.  

 Pinch point funding – improvements to Drumbridges (£4.1m secured) 
and Splatford Split improvements (£5.5 million secured)   
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 Local Transport Board – Improvements to the A382 corridor and Jetty 
Marsh II (£6.5m of £13m total capital cost) 

4.1.3. This proactive approach and level of joint working between the authorities 
will continue following the adoption of the Local Plan to ensure that all 
potential opportunities to secure funding from a range of sources is 
maximised.   In future potential funding sources include the Local Transport 
Board and Single Local Growth Fund administered by the Local Economic 
Partnership, European Transition Funding (2014-2020) for sustainable 
transport projects and the Integrated Transport Block from the Department 
for Transport.  

4.2. Summary of DCC position 

4.2.1. The County Council believes that there is a good prospect of securing the 
necessary funding to deliver all essential infrastructure and will continue to 
work collaboratively with Teignbridge District Council and other 
organisations to support the delivery of sustainable communities supported 
by suitable infrastructure.  

 


