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Consultee ID 21303 – Matter 5, South West Exeter, 
Statement by Bovis Homes, addressing Questions 19-28

1.1 Policy S4 deals with the overall level of proposed housing in the District. Whilst 

it advocates a level of development there appears to be no evidence for the 

level of development proposed.

1.2 In Bovis’ view therefore making any kind of assessment of the validity of the

620 dwellings per year figure is difficult without the evidence to assess it. As 

has been noted in the introduction above it is a requirement of the LDF/Local 

Plan process to provide an evidence base for adopting what are now local 

housing figures.  

1.3 Without this in place there is a danger of the document being considered to be 

unsound.

1.4 The figure of 620 dwellings per year is a significant reduction from previous 

drafts of the Plan.  Bovis consider that this figure requires further justification to 

depart from the earlier 740 figure.  

1.5 The Plan also offers no explanation of why 20 % figure has been used for 

flexibility or non implementation.

1.6 There is reference to the SHLAA document which is a useful snapshot of the

availability of sites. It is clear from the SHLAA that there is a supply significantly 

in excess of the 620 dwelling per year figure.

1.7 There is no Strategic policy dealing with the implementation/delivery/phasing of 

the Strategic sites.  This is a clear policy omission.
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1.8 A Policy is needed which sets out how the sites will be released, over what 

period, and in what order, if appropriate.  There appears to be no guidance

elsewhere in the Local Plan dealing with the overall management of the 

release/delivery of major strategic sites.

1.9 Some allocations refer to affordable housing figures; some do not.  There is 

reference to application for some allocations with no guidance set out on 

delivery on many other sites.

1.10 Bovis object to policy WE1 which deals with the planning, monitoring and 

managing of the housing trajectory.  

1.11 Whilst the objective of the policy, to ensure that housing completions meets the 

proposed housing trajectory is laudable, it is unclear how this will take place.

1.12 As has been noted above there is no policy in the Local Plan dealing with the 

release of the strategic housing sites, the phasing of these or any ordering of 

release.  

1.13 Clearly such a policy is needed in order to inform Policy WE1 and to make it 

workable.

1.14 In the event of a shortfall there needs to be a clear prioritisation of 

development on major allocated sites and clear guidance that in these 

circumstances favourable consideration will be given to the early release of 

early phases of sites in order to ensure a continuous supply of housing land.

1.15 Bovis object to WE2; the introduction of an annual increase will naturally 

penalise those sites which are unable to achieve permission in the early years 

of the plan period.  This is bound to threaten the delivery of sites and lead to 

major issues in assessing deliverability and viability of schemes.

1.16 A clearer policy approach to affordable housing is required.
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