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Matter 5:  Housing 

Question addressed 19. Are the proposed housing numbers justified; are they based 

on an objective assessment of needs, using up to date, reliable 

evidence, including the latest CLG household projections?  

 

26. Is the distribution of housing across the District justified?  

 

28. Will the needs of gypsies, travellers and travelling 

showpeople be met satisfactorily, in accordance with 

government guidance? 

 

We refer to our Supplementary Statements on Matter 1 Introduction – general issues and Matter 2 

Environment, which confirm that the RSPB considers that due to its impacts on the sensitive 

internationally protected wildlife sites of the Exe Estuary and Dawlish Warren, and the District’s cirl 

bunting population, without further clarification within the plan to give the necessary level of 

confidence that effective and timely mitigation measures will be secured and delivered, the level and 

distribution of housing in the Local Plan is not justified.   

 

Per our response to the deletion of Policy TE1 and TE2, these would have had unacceptable impacts on 

cirl buntings and we welcome their removal, hence in our view the proposed Submission Local Plan 

housing distribution is an improvement of that within the previous draft Local Plan.  We would 

strongly contest the re-introduction of these allocations to the Local Plan on the basis of their significant 

impacts on a strategically important area for cirl buntings. 

 

In answer to Question 28, per our response to Policy 6A, we are concerned at the Middletree Park 

(Haldon) allocation in view of the area’s international importance for nightjar, a disturbance-sensitive 

ground-nesting migratory bird.   

 

We consider that the policy should include the qualification subject to assessment concluding that it would 

not adversely effect the integrity of the Haldon ridge nightjar population. 


