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Inspectors Question 2 
 
The Inspector asks the following question: 
 

1. In broad terms, will the LP provide an appropriate balance between the 
housing and employment needs of the District, while safeguarding its 
environmental assets?  

Ogwell Parish Council Response 

• The Parish Council’s submission (Dec 2012) to the draft LP, raised 
objections to policies S 4, S 2.13, S16. On addressing the Inspector’s 
Questions (Q.19 & Q.23) we have reviewed our submission, providing 
supplementary information. On review, this information is directly 
material to the Inspector’s questions Q.12, Q.13, Q.16 & Q2. We 
respectfully ask if this information may be taken into consideration in 
the Inspector’s examination.   
 

• The information provided in response to Q.12. Q.13, Q.16, Q.19 & 
Q.23 is material to addressing Question 2. 

Consideration of the Inspector’s Question 
 

No. In broad terms the LP will not provide an appropriate balance 
between housing and employment needs and safeguarding of 
environmental assets.  

 
i. Housing Need.  

 
• The ‘need’ for 12,440 New Homes identified in the Strategic 

Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) 2012, submitted as 
evidence by TDC to support the LP contains an accounting error, 
through its omission of births & deaths within the region. The 
SHMA data shows deaths exceed births in the region during the 
life of the plan, correction of which provides the true ‘need’ as 
less than 10,000 New Homes to concur with up to date 
predictions from the Office of National Statistics. (Our response 
to Q.19 provides a more detailed explanation).  
 

• Development of Open Countryside to achieve housing in excess 
of actual need is contrary to Sustainable Development. 

 
 

ii. Employment.  
 

• The LP contains no effective policy to link homes and 
employment, thus there is no effective balance between the two. 
(Our response to Q.13 provides a detailed explanation). 
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• LP policy to make land available to achieve 30% of the stated 
aspiration for 100% employment is neither justified nor effective.    
(Our response to Q.13 provides a detailed explanation). 

 
• LP policy to address employment need through the allocation of 

land based on a ratio of area per job is not an effective method 
of delivery. The ratio is affected by the actual business use of 
land, neither the LP nor the EDDP assesses or clarifies the 
precise use of land or how it will be monitored or controlled.  
(Our response to Q.13 provides a detailed explanation). 

 
• LP policy failure to acknowledge tourism as the primary 

employment growth opportunity, or the key reason for tourism is 
the environment, will negatively impact upon opportunities within 
this sector, through the development of the Countryside.  

    (Our response to Q.16 provides a detailed explanation). 
 
  
iii. The Safeguarding of Environmental Assets 

  
• The development of new homes & employment land in a region 

reliant on tourism, its countryside & environment is controversial.  
 

• Policies in respect of S 3 & S 4 are not ‘justified’ when 
inadequate consideration has been given to tourism and the 
value that the environment gives to the Local Economy and 
employment. 

 
• The Environment & Countryside are one of the principle reasons 

why people move to the area. (Ogwell Parish Plan 2007).  
 

• Wolborough NA3, the lack of a proper Bat Assessment until 
2013, highlights the dangers of not correctly considering the 
region’s environmental assets. EU policy on mitigation would 
remove it for consideration at the outset.   

 
CONCLUSION  
 

• The LP needs to be amended to ensure adequate balance 
between housing need, employment need and the environment.  
 

• Housing need figures should be checked and verified. 
 

• LP policy should link population to homes and jobs. 
 

• LP policy should mitigate/reduce the effects of development on 
the environment where practical. Consideration of Windfall 
homes into the LP would contribute 38% of the identified need 
for new homes; better safeguard the environment, reduce need 
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for additional infrastructure (hence cost), and is consistent with 
National Policy in respect of NPPF & the aims of Neighbourhood 
Planning.  

 


