
MMFS4 (further statement) 
 
Re modifications to draft local plan (Plan Teignbridge) 
 
Reference MM5.               My Representor number 25662 
 
Development of land at Little Leigh Holcombe Dawlish, planning permission for 20 
houses approved February 2013. 
 
I would ask the inspector of planning to reconsider his decision in consenting to the 
Landower an increase in the 
size of the proposed development.  The inspector is minded to modify the plan, 
increasing the size of the development 
to 35 houses. 
 
To look deeply at the impact this size of development would have on the fragile 
infrastructure at Holcombe. 
 
There are no convenient shops and/or schools within Holcombe, and likewise, no 
local bus service.  Should this size 
development go ahead then vehicular movement in and out of the village would 
increase free fold.  The village roads 
are not designed to take on board a development of this size.  Apart from 100 
meters, Holcombe road could be discribed 
as no more than a country lane.  In particular, the Castle Inn junction and the 
absence of pavements and width of the 
road in Fordens Lane, also the junction of Fordens Lane with the A379 are extremely 
hazardous.  These roads and/or 
junctions are substandard and fall well below common day standards, hence no local 
bus service into the village. 
 
The vast increase in traffic flow this development will bring shall serve to heighten 
the concerns on safety for road users and  
pedestrians alike.  In recent times and since the introduction of Satellite Navigation, 
Holcombe Road has become a rat run 
for cars and goods vehicles travelling in the direction of Dawlish and/or Teignmouth.  
Holcombe Road is popular with both 
horse riders and walkers, and there have been a number of near misses involving 
motorists. 
 
With the development expected to bring with it a further 70 or more vehicles into the 
village, not counting the heavy goods 
vehicles and such, the situation can only worsen.  I would ask Teighbridge Planning 
along with Devon County Highways 
to carry out a full risk assessment regarding the aforementioned concerns on road 
safety issues. 
 
I gather the extension to this development is called infill development.  However, the 
site will be clearly visible from the  



South West Coastal path and other areas surrounding the village.  Given its size and 
proposed housing density, the  
development will be out of keeping with the rest of the village making it very 
noticeable, (and adversely impacting on the 
conservation area on which the site borders).  The site will also impact on those who 
come to holiday in Holcombe or the 
many that visit to view the old part of the village sited around St Georges Church. 
 
The site/development does not truly meet the guidelines as set out by the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
and furthermore the examiner of the Dawlish Parish Neighbourhood Plan (DPNP) 
who considered the same request from  
the Landowner to extend the site, found no tangible reason for an extension in size?  
I would ask the Inspector of Planning 
to take on board these points. 
 
There are a number of underground streams in the vicinity of the site, and if 
disturbed, the runoff of water and the route it  
takes are of some concern to local residents.  Drainage and sewage systems as they 
stand within the village are currently 
under threat.  How the existing infrastructure would cope with a development of this 
size should be deeply scrutinised by  
those in authority. 
 
 
Mr D C Hughes (ACIQ) 
 
8 Ash Park Holcombe Dawlish EX7 0LH 



 

 


