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STARCROSS PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSE TO: 

Inspector's_Main_Modifications_to_the_submission_Teignbridge_Local_Plan_-
_incl._maps_(December_2013) 

 

Starcross Parish Council has made written representation at every stage of the consultation 
process.  

Since our last representation in December 2012 there has been a considerable increase in 
the Dawlish housing numbers through interim planning application which are not 
recognised in the Plan.  The number of dwellings has increased from 900 in the Local Plan to 
around 1850 overall. Further the “Modification to Policy DA2 North West of Secmaton Lane” 
proposes a site increase from 35 hectares to 43 hectares, 3 of which is set aside for 
industrial development.  This leaves the question as to how the remaining 5 hectares will be 
developed – this could accommodate another 125 to 200 homes. 

S10 states that the A379 is an important part of the Teignbridge road infrastructure 
however, despite the significant increase in dwellings the Local Plan continues to ignore the 
traffic problems on the A379 through Starcross which were highlighted in the earlier 
Teignbridge Core Strategy (June 2010) and the Dawlish Neighbourhood Plan (Sept 2011). 
 
The A379 has long been a sub-standard A road and with the proposed development of 
housing, jobs and tourism within Dawlish and to a lesser extent, Teignmouth, traffic 
problems in Starcross will only worsen.  The importance of this road corridor, together with 
the unfortunate restrictions within Starcross means that it will have an impact upon, and 
possibly become an inhibiting factor to the successful delivery of these elements.  
 
In an e-mail to Starcross Parish Council (28/10/2011) the DCC Transport Planning Officer, 
recognises that there are concerns about the existing issues on the A379, particularly the 
pillars at the Courtenay Arms and the road narrowing at Kenton.  He then goes on to state 
that 1,600 new homes would only produce 75 additional trips through Starcross.  This is a 
view we cannot share.  Firstly, it appears to fly in the face of the planning requirement to 
provide off road parking capacity for two cars to every household and secondly, we feel the 
basis of their calculation is seriously floored in that it assumes the demographics of the new 
dwellings population will be the same as that of Dawlish, a long established settlement.  We 
are of the opinion that the new dwellings will have a much higher working and car owning 
population than that of Dawlish producing a significantly increased trip profile through 
Starcross.    
 
Further we understand that DCC supports, or at least, has no objection to Teignbridge 
District Council’s proposals for new housing but has not made any request for developer 
contributions towards improving the A379.  However, such contributions have been 
requested to mitigate the traffic on countess wear/bridge road!  The only long term solution 
would be the construction of a by-pass to run from Cofton Corner to North of Kenton, 
routing through traffic away from both Starcross and Kenton and so shortening the route 
from Dawlish to Exeter by about one mile.  We appreciate that this would be costly but with 
the income from the Community Infrastructure Levy/New Homes Bonus and developer 
contributions monies it should be feasible to allocate monies to resolve the A379 transport 



corridor problems.  In the short term Starcross Parish Council has set up a Highways Sub-
committee to identify more immediate solutions and are in discussion with the Highways 
Authority. 
 
A further problem, all be it temporary, is that the majority of the developments are to the 
East of Dawlish which means site traffic will travel via the A379 through Starcross or the 
B3381 to the A380 which is unsuitable for large site lorries.  This situation has already been 
experienced with the recent developments at Dawlish generating at least 6 lorries an hour 
transporting earth from the sites through Starcross. 
 
In conclusion, we respectfully invite the Inspector to include requirements for the A379 
through Starcross to be improved as a result of additional traffic generated from the 
proposed new developments in Dawlish. 
 
Peter Burrows 
Vice Chairman  
Starcross Parish Council 
16 January 2014 
 
cc 
Alan Connett (Devon County Councillor) 
 
 
 


