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re: Planning aplication MM5  -  Extension of planning permission at Little Leigh, 
Holcombe. 
  
The extension of building on this site would have serious implcations for the 
wellbeing of pedestrians. Concerns have been expressed by Planning Officers over 
"traffic and intrastructure in the village which has narrow roads and substandard 
junctions".  There are also very few pavements, and many residents are elderly. 
  
Account must be taken of the level of pedestrian activity in a village. Holcombe has: 
a) a village hall with an intensive programme of daytime and evening actitvities; 
b) a very popular public house; 
c)an active church community; and 
d) a village shop. 
All of these facilities are accessed in large measure on foot.  Such might well not be 
the case in a more urban residential community, but pedestrian movement is an 
inherent characteristic of village life. Furthermore, since there is no public transport 
within Holcombe, it is necessaary to walk through the village to reach the bus-stop. 
  
The already approved building will bring more car movement and many additional 
delivery vehicles. The affordable housing will bring children who will either be 
transported to school by car or will walk along the hazardous roads.  Any further 
inccrease is therefore a matter of very real, severe concern for the wellbeing and 
safety of the community. 
  
The National Planning Policy Framework includes the requirement that 
developments should give priority to pedestrian and cycle movements and create 
safe and secure layouts which minimise conflicts between traffic and cyclists or 
pedestrians. 
  
An assessment of the implcations for pedestrians of the proposed extended 
development should not be based on some general national norm, but on the role of 
pedestrian activity as a specific characteristic of village life. 
  
I therefore express strong objections to the proposed extension to 35 houses on the 
Little Leigh site. 
  
  
Dr Jasmine Dawkins   (6, The Close, Windward Lane, Holcombe) 
 


